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PRESS RELEASE

Congressman Honda Honors Local Manufacturer for Export Achievement

Congressman Michael Honda (D-CA) presented the U.S. Commerce Department’s Export Achievement Certificate to Supracor, Inc. (www.supracor.com) of San Jose, California on August 4, 2005.  The award recognizes U.S. businesses that benefited from the export services of the Department’s Commercial Service to make their first export sale or open new foreign markets. 

Supracor, a company featured on CNN for producing 100 percent American made products, is a diversified engineered materials manufacturer.  Supracor’s unique material is used in products that improve the quality of life for the disabled and protect U.S. soldiers in harm’s way.  

“Supracor is an outstanding Silicon Valley example of what small businesses can achieve in the global marketplace," said Joanne Vliet, Director of the Commercial Service Export Assistance Center in San Jose. "The Commercial Service plays a vital role in helping these firms increase their exports, which supports jobs in the United States.”

Aiming to penetrate Japan's burgeoning home healthcare market, Supracor leveraged the export promotion expertise of the federal government in the Fall of 2004.  Through the help of Commercial Service offices in San Jose and the U.S. Embassy in Japan, Supracor located a qualified Japanese partner, Parker Corporation. Midway through 2005, Parker Corporation orders of Supracor products top $80,000 and growing.  These orders contribute to the company’s expanding export sales that help support 75 jobs at Supracor's San Jose manufacturing facility.   “With the help of the U.S. Commerce Department's Commercial Service, we are able to rapidly enter into this multibillion dollar international marketplace.  It is allowing us to grow the business and in turn increase our activities to purchase more from our American vendors.  The U.S. Government's assistance is outstanding and invaluable" said Curt Landi, Supracor President and CEO.  

The U.S. Commercial Service is a U.S. Commerce Department agency that helps U.S. businesses sell their products and services globally. The Commercial Service has 108 Export Assistance Centers throughout the United States and more than 150 international offices in over 80 countries.  For more information on the U.S. Commercial Service, please visit www.export.gov.
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Silicon Valley U.S. Export Assistance Center is Winner of the:

1997 Commerce Department Bronze Medal for export partnerships

1997 Charles F. Meissner Memorial Award for excellence

1998 Vice President's Hammer Award for building a government that works better and costs less

2003 Office of the Year


