FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

LARGEST-EVER DUTCH DELEGATION AND TOP SILICON VALLEY EXECUTIVES

COME TOGETHER TO LAUNCH HIGH TECH CONNECTIONS FORUM

Cisco, HP, Oracle, IBM, Intel, Microsoft, Philips, ASML, Cap Gemini Ernst & Young and NIB Capital Private Equity will Assemble in San Jose to Anchor Largest Ever Transatlantic Initiative to Promote Innovation and New Business Opportunities Between the U.S. and the Netherlands

The Hague, the Netherlands—January 6, 2004—In the largest-ever move to bridge the innovation power of two world-class, high-tech centers of excellence—Silicon Valley and the Netherlands—High Tech Connections (HTC) will host an exclusive technology forum in San Jose, Calif. on January 12 and 13, 2004.  Marking the first initiative of its kind, HTC will assemble today’s brightest business and technology leaders to promote innovation and facilitate new business matchmaking between the United States and the Netherlands.

HTC will feature keynote speeches by a range of U.S. and Dutch senior executives, including John Chambers (Cisco Systems), Carly Fiorina (HP) and Gerard Kleisterlee (Philips Electronics).  A unique transatlantic trade and investment initiative, HTC is supported by an elite corps of technology companies with a combined market capitalization of more than one trillion U.S. dollars.

More than 400 top-tier executives from the Netherlands and Silicon Valley high-tech sectors are registered to attend the forum—to be held at San Jose’s Fairmont Hotel—to exchange ideas, participate in breakout sessions and identify collaborative business opportunities within both centers of high-tech excellence.

Led by the U.S. Ambassador to the Netherlands, Clifford Sobel, and the Dutch Minister for Foreign Trade, Karien van Gennip, the two-day forum will feature a live address by Dutch Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkenende (via videoconference) and keynote presentations by top executives from supporting companies, research institutes, academia and government.  The forum will also include panel sessions on nanotechnology, embedded systems and broadband—spearheaded by leading U.S. and Dutch experts.

“The caliber of keynote speakers and the number of high-level attendees speak volumes about the strong existing relationship and future potential between both centers of high-tech excellence,” noted HTC Chair Tom McGuire.  “The U.S. and the Netherlands share a world-beating track record for technology success. Both centers have a rich tradition of cutting-edge research and innovation and are deeply grounded in mutual international commerce.  HTC will accelerate and intensify high-tech success over the bridge between Silicon Valley and the Netherlands.”
-more-
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About the High Tech Connections Silicon Valley Forum

To be held January 11-13, 2004 at the Fairmont Hotel in San Jose, Calif., the HTC Silicon Valley Forum will bridge two high-tech giants together—Silicon Valley and Europe’s gateway, the Netherlands—to help drive technological innovation, as well as improve economic and business prosperity.  HTC attendees will have the unique opportunity to exchange ideas and information critical to expanding trade, increasing investment and creating new business opportunities through innovation and leadership in the high technology sector.  The forum will feature an impressive line-up of executives and senior managers from today’s leading high-tech companies, academia and government organizations—covering a wide-range of topics, including major R&D initiatives; the 'Innovation Platform' currently on the Dutch political agenda; as well as business measures that support innovation and start-ups in the Netherlands.  In addition, it will include three breakout sessions on nanotechnology, embedded systems and broadband—all market segments in which the Netherlands and United States play an enabling role.  

About High Tech Connections

High Tech Connections is the first initiative of its kind specifically dedicated to promoting technological exchanges to drive innovation and pioneer new business matchmaking opportunities between American and Dutch companies, institutions and universities.  Created by the Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs, the Netherlands Foreign Investment Agency (NFIA), the U.S. Embassy in the Netherlands and the U.S. Commercial Service, this initiative allows each country to draw upon its respective strengths to develop and deliver new products, services and technology essential for future growth.  HTC’s member companies include some of the most prominent Dutch and U.S. high-tech leaders including ASML, Cap Gemini Ernst & Young, Cisco Systems, Hewlett-Packard, IBM, Intel, Microsoft, NIB Capital Private Equity, Oracle and Philips.  More information about HTC is available at www.hightechconnections.org
Note to Editors:  Media interested in learning more about HTC, or attending the Silicon Valley Forum in January are encouraged to contact:

Marie Labrie, MCA, phone:  +1.650.968.8900, ext. 119, e-mail:  mlabrie@mcapr.com
Tom McGuire, ASML, phone:  +31.40.268.5758, e-mail:  tom.mcguire@asml.com
OFFICIAL HTC SILICON VALLEY FORUM PROGRAM—SUPPLEMENT

Location:  
San Jose Fairmont Hotel

Monday, January 12, 2004

In order of appearance, beginning at 8 a.m. (PST):  

· John Chambers, CEO, Cisco Systems 

· Dutch Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkenende (via video conference) 

· Clifford M. Sobel, Ambassador of the United States of America to the Netherlands

· Karien van Gennip, Dutch Minister for Foreign Trade 

· Phillip J. Bond, Under Secretary of Commerce for Technology, 
U.S. Department of Commerce 

· Gerard Kleisterlee, Chief Executive Officer, Philips Electronics

· David P. Chavoustie, Executive Vice President and Board of Management, ASML 

· Volkert Doeksen, CEO, NIB Capital Private Equity 

Concurrent afternoon breakout sessions on: 

1)  Nanotechnology

· Session Moderator: Kees Eijkel, Technical Commercial Director, Mesa+ Research Institute 

· David Reinhoudt, Chairman, NanoNed 

· Fraser Stoddart, California Nanotechnology Initiative 

· Henk van Houten, Philips Research, Philips Electronics 

· George Bourianoff, Strategy Lead, Nanotechnology, Intel 

· Roger Grace, President, MANCEF 

· Panel Moderator: Norbert Kappel, Special Applications Marketing, ASML 

2)  Embedded Systems

· Martin Rem, Scientific Director, Technical University in Eindhoven 

· Dr. H.A. (Rick) Harwig, Managing Director, Philips Research 

· Simon Pollard, Vice President, Industrial Sector, Oracle 

3)  Broadband

· Session Moderator: Paul 't Hoen, Chairman, Dutch ICT Forum 

· Michiel Westermann, Chairman, GigaPort Next Generation 

· Jacques Joosten, Research & Development Director, Royal DSM 

· Appie Reuver, Governmental Programs Executive, IBM Nederland NV 

Afternoon and evening presentations:

· Chell Smith, Global Technology Services Leader, Cap Gemini Ernst & Young 

· Maggie Wilderotter, Senior Vice President, Business Strategy, Microsoft 

Tuesday, January 13, 2004
 
In order of appearance, beginning at 8 a.m. (PST):  
· Carly Fiorina, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, HP 

· Jeff Henley, Chief Financial Officer, Oracle 

· Patrick Gelsinger, Senior Vice President and Chief Technology Officer, Intel 

· Paul Horn, Senior Vice President and Director of Research, IBM 

Panel discussion with Dutch country managers of anchor companies
· Moderated by Jan Willem Oosterwijk, Secretary-General, 
Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs 

· Maggie Morrison, General Manager and Site Director, Cisco Systems International 

· Erik van der Meijden, General Manager, HP Netherlands 

· Bart Fehmers, Country General Manager, IBM Netherlands 

· Maurits Tichelman, Managing Director, Intel Benelux 

· Johan Doruiter, General Manager, Oracle Netherlands 

· Eduard Hoeberichts, President, ASML Special Applications, ASML Netherlands 

· Jerome Verhagen, Site Manager, Philips High Tech Campus 

