

TRADE MISSION – DUBAI AND ABU DHABI

Friday November 7th, 2008
6:00pm – 8:30pm


WTCA Opening Reception – Attended by WTC 






representatives from around the world
Saturday November 8th, 2008
Morning
Event  with WTCA participants – VIP speakers, including Shiekha Lubna al-Qasimi, The Economics and Planning Minister


Afternoon
Trip to Abu Dhabi (Note: need to allow 1.75 hours each way for travel.)

Evening
Emirates Palace Hotel Reception; Cultural Evening in Abu Dhabi

Sunday November 9th, 2008
9:00am – 10:00am
Briefing by Consul General & Commercial Officer Dubai – Doing Business in the UAE for trade mission participants
10:30am – 2:00pm
Group Meetings (trade mission participants will be divided into 2-3 smaller groups, according to interests)

1) Healthcare City, one of the Free Zones in Dubai formed to attract foreign medical institutions.  Meet with main authority and with institutions that have established themselves there.

2) Nakheel, the major developer in Dubai, projects include   Palm Island, the World, and major malls.  Site visit to  impressive Palm Jumeirah.

3) Emaar, the other major property developer in Dubai.

4) Dubai International Financial Center (DIFC) or Jebel Ali Free Zone, home to over 2,500 foreign companies.

3:00pm – 4:30 pm                
Meeting with Dubai Chamber of Commerce & Industry, to include introductions to local UAE companies, potential business partners.
 

6:30pm 



Offsite cultural evening in the desert with WTCA 






participants
Monday November 10th, 2008
8:00 am
Depart Dubai hotel for Abu Dhabi (approx. 1.75 hrs travel time.)
10:00 am 
Meeting & reception at Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce & Industry. Can accommodate up to 15-member US delegation. Chairman and Board Members, as well as other UAE companies in Chamber, will greet group and introduce themselves.  Many of these UAE companies will want to work as local partners for US companies.  US Embassy Commercial Section will also invite local companies/potential partners to this event.

12:00 pm
Lunch – venue TBD

1:00 pm
Meeting at Tourism Development & Investment Company (TDIC) office for briefing and multimedia presentation on TDIC’s mega projects, including Saadiyat Island.  Saadiyat is $27 billion project that includes six 5-star hotels, two PGA-quality golf courses, Guggenheim Abu Dhabi Museum, Louvre Abu Dhabi, as well as huge housing developments and commercial towers.

2:30 pm
Meeting at Mubadala Development, and its companies, the investment and development arm of the Abu Dhabi Government. 
Mubadala is developing major projects, such Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi and Dolphin Project (underwater pipeline for natural gas from Qatar).  Mubadala is also major investor abroad (NASDAQ, Carlyle Group, Ferrari, etc).

4:15 pm
Depart Abu Dhabi

6:15 pm
Arrive Intercontinental Hotel Festival City, Dubai

Evening 



Gala Closing Reception and Dinner
