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North Texas US Export Assistance Center
International Business Newsletter – June 2008
Mandatory Automated Export System (AES) Filing for all Shipments Requiring Shipper’s Export Declaration (SED)
EFFECTIVE JULY 2, 2008
The U.S. Census Bureau has issued the final rule, which is requiring mandatory filing of export information through the Automated Export System (AES) or through the AESDirect for all shipments where a Shipper’s Export Declaration (SED) is required, effective July 2, 2008. There will be a 90-day implementation period, which ends September 30, 2008. After that, you must file your export information electronically through the AES or AESDirect. These new regulations, published in the Federal Register on June 2, 2008, have tougher penalty provisions that affect everyone in the export process. Penalties may be imposed per violation of the Foreign Trade Regulations (FTR) from $1,100 to $10,000 both civil and criminal. Anyone submitting paper SEDs after September 30, 2008, will be in violation and subject to penalties. For more information on this important rule, please visit:
http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/aes/mandatory/index.html
DHS Announces Customer Service Improvements to Entry Process for International Travelers
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security announced today the launch of three initiatives: the Global Entry pilot program, the Passenger Service Program and an expanded Model Ports Initiative, all intended to strengthen customer service at U.S. ports of entry. Global Entry is a customer service and security program designed to expedite the screening and processing of pre-approved, low-risk U.S. citizens and lawful permant residents traveling from abroad to the U.S.  Under the new Passenger Service Program, CBP program service managers will serve as a dedicated point of contact for identifying and resolving passenger issues. The department also is expanding the Model Ports Initiative to 18 additional airports.  For more information:  
http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/newsroom/news_releases/06062008.xml
Small Business Procurement Fair  -  June 26, 2008 
The 8th Annual Alliance Texas Small Business Procurement Fair is returning to the Arlington Convention Center! The event has grown in size and depth each year and we are excited about the prospects for this year. The networking at this event cannot be compared to any other single marketing medium.
This event will include the Trade Show, MatchMaking Meetings, Continental Breakfast, Lunch and workshops.
North Texas Export Assistance Center will be at the Fair.  Stop by and see us!  For more information:
http://www.allianceforbiz.com/events/specific_event.php?id=92 

Helpful Links:

Commercial News USA is the official United States Department of Commerce showcase for American-made products and services. Each issue reaches an estimated 400,000 readers worldwide in 176 countries.
http://www.thinkglobal.us/ 
Here’s a useful link for learning about export controls:
http://www.bis.doc.gov/seminarsandtraining/seminar-training.htm 
United Nations Commodity Trade Statistics Database: 
http://comtrade.un.org/ 
Country in Focus:  Australia
Why export to Australia? 
When 16 U.S. naval ships arrived in Australia in 1908, more than 80,000 people turned out to greet the Great White Fleet. In the 100 years since, Australians have embraced U.S. products and services with similar enthusiasm. The result is a network of agents and distributors handling U.S. products and services – a network that enjoys a reputation in Australia for quality, market appeal and after-sales service. Despite a population of 21 million, Australia ranks as the 15th-largest market for U.S. merchandise exports, creating an annual trade surplus of $10 billion for the United States.
Australia has one of the world’s best financial, legal and political systems; a world-class infrastructure; advanced communications networks; modern land, sea and air connections; and strong intellectual property protection. It also has a high per capita income, an advanced industrial base and a 16-year growth record – all of which generate substantial purchasing power. The recent Australia–U.S. Free Trade Agreement, coupled with the strength of the Australian currency, has created unlimited opportunities in this resilient economy.
Best Prospects for U.S. Exporters 
Australia has few barriers to entry, a familiar legal and corporate framework, sophisticated consumer and industrial demand, and a straightforward, English-speaking, business culture. The Australia–U.S. Free Trade Agreement enhances the long and successful trading relationship by eliminating tariffs on almost all manufactured and agricultural goods. We at the U.S. Commercial Service in Australia believe 2008 will be an excellent time for American companies with innovative products and technologies to develop an entry strategy for the Australian market or to re-examine previous business plans for this market. 
Current opportunities exist in tourism, oil and gas, renewable energy, environmental technologies and medical device sectors.  Infrastructure projects, both public and private, are likely to offer opportunities to American companies ranging across engineering, building products, construction machinery and a host of ancillary industries. 
The services sectors, such as franchising, consulting, software, IT and engineering, have experienced higher growth than traditional manufacturing sectors in recent years, creating opportunities for experienced U.S. companies.
Our 2008 Country Commercial Guide identifies the following best prospects for 2008:
· Aircraft and Parts
· Automotive Parts and Accessories
· Construction Machinery
· Cosmetics
· Franchising
· Information Technology Services
· Medical Equipment
· Mining Equipment
· Oil and Gas Equipment
· Recreational Boating
· Renewable Energy Equipment
· Software
· Travel and Tourism
· Water Resources Equipment                                                                                                                                                            
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1450 Hughes Rd, STE 220


Grapevine TX 76051





We hope you’ve enjoyed our newsletter!





To contact our office:





By phone: (817) 310-3744


By fax:     (817) 310-3757


By email:  north.texas.office.box@mail.doc.gov





Or visit us on the web at:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northtexas/" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/northtexas/�











