
    




 November 2008








NORTH CAROLINA EXPORT NEWSLETTER


Brought to you by the NC Export Team:


U.S. Commercial Service: �HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina"�www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina� 


N.C. Department of Commerce: �HYPERLINK "http://www.exportnc.com"�www.exportnc.com�	


N.C. Department of Agriculture: �HYPERLINK "http://www.ncagr.com"�www.ncagr.com�


The Small Business Administration: �HYPERLINK "http://www.sba.gov"�www.sba.gov� 


Small Business and Technology Development Center: �HYPERLINK "http://www.sbtdc.org"�www.sbtdc.org� 





A Partnership of the State & Federal Export Resources in North Carolina











Trade News November 2008








Trade Winds Europe Webinar Series


The Appalachia Regional Commission and ETAC (Export Trade Advisory Council - made up of our state International Division representative counterparts) is enthusiastically partnering with the USCS in the Trade Winds Forum - Poland program scheduled for April 20-22, 2009.


Thanks to the ARC, we can offer our clients located in Appalachia counties a discount of $650 for the three-day program. This program is expected to sell out very quickly and is limited to 50 clients nation-wide. We are offering up to 15 discounted spots for Appalachia companies, so please encourage your clients to go through the preliminary step of registering their interest as soon as possible.


For More Information: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/newhampshire/twearc.html" �http://www.buyusa.gov/newhampshire/twearc.html� 





Need Answers on a Variety of Business Questions?


A-B TECH SMALL BUSINESS CENTER Professional Services Office is available within the Business Incubator which provides clients with access to a variety of outside experts. Our Professional Services Team is available FREE of Charge.


To Schedule an Appointment Call Jo Ann Gipe at the A-B Tech Small Business Center (828) 254-1921 Ext. 5850





New to Export?


We can help you assess your export readiness, understand what you need to know and consider before pursuing an international sales strategy, and, when you are ready, develop and implement your export strategy.  Nothing takes the place of meeting with one of our trade specialists, but these resources can help you become familiar with what you need to know when exporting!  To contact an international trade specialist in North Carolina: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/aboutus.html" �http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/aboutus.html� 





Fact Sheet - This year marks the 25th anniversary of the U.S.-China Joint Commission on Commerce and Trade (JCCT) established in 1983. Over the past 25 years, the JCCT, a government-to-government consultative mechanism for resolving trade concerns and pursuing bilateral commercial opportunities, has proven to be a useful forum for engagement and has delivered meaningful results for American businesses, workers, and farmers.. for the complete story: � HYPERLINK "http://www.commerce.gov/NewsRoom/PressReleases_FactSheets/PROD01_007241" �http://www.commerce.gov/NewsRoom/PressReleases_FactSheets/PROD01_007241� 





Automated Export System Filing Requirements


The Census Bureau's Foreign Trade Division is excited to announce the publication of the Foreign Trade Regulations (FTR), Title 15, Part 30. 


Implementation of the FTR will occur on September 30, 2008. After the 90-day implementation period, you must file your export information electronically through the Automated Export System (AES). One filing option is through our free on line system, � HYPERLINK "http://www.aesdirect.gov" �http://www.aesdirect.gov� . 


After September 30, 2008, exporters that submit paper SEDs will be in violation of the FTR and subject to penalties. Your export information must be filed electronically through the AES. In addition, all exporters must adhere to the new filing timeframes determined by the mode of transportation. 


If you have any questions with regards to the new regulations or the AES, please go to : � HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov/logistics/aes/doc_eg_aes.asp" �http://www.export.gov/logistics/aes/doc_eg_aes.asp�  or contact the Foreign Trade Division at 800-549-0595. Select option 1 to reach the Automated Export System Branch for export reporting issues or option 3 to reach the Regulations, Outreach and Education Branch for regulatory concerns. 














Upcoming Events





Trade Winds Europe-Warsaw Poland Save the Date: April 20-22, 2009


Does your company have a Pan European Business Strategy? U.S. exports are growing four times faster than the economy as a whole.  Europe presents a market filled with opportunities for U.S. businesses. If you're already doing business in one, two or several European countries, expansion throughout the continent is the next logical step.  Poland constitutes a market of 38 million people located in the heart of central Europe and is a fully integrated member of the EU.  By participating in this event, U.S. companies have the chance to make or increase sales in this booming region with a customized itinerary, according to country market demand.  For More Information and to Register your Interest: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/newhampshire/twe.html" �http://www.buyusa.gov/newhampshire/twe.html� 





Trade Winds Europe Webinar Series


Join us on the web, and then join us in Warsaw, April 20-22, 2009! 


As part of the U.S. Commercial Service's Trade Winds Forum Europe event, we are offering a series of webinars on the European market to help your company lay the foundation for success across the continent! 


For US $35.00 per webinar (free for Appalachia companies), per participant, you can gain first-hand experience and knowledge on: Opportunities for U.S. Exporters in Poland, the Basics of Exporting to Europe and Financing Your International Sales to Europe.  The three webinars are open to all interested companies.  For More Information: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/newhampshire/twewebinars.html" �http://www.buyusa.gov/newhampshire/twewebinars.html�  Questions: Please contact Greg Sizemore at 704-333-4886 ext. 229 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:greg.sizemore@mail.doc.gov" �greg.sizemore@mail.doc.gov� or Leslie Drake at 304-347-5123 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:leslie.drake@mail.doc.gov" �leslie.drake@mail.doc.gov� 





Video Conference with Mexico City


Join us for an Interactive Video Conference Market Briefing on Mexico with the U.S. Embassy in Mexico City.  Since the enactment of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) over a dozen years ago, U.S. exports to Mexico have more than doubled. Location:  Charlotte U.S. Export Assistance Center, 521 E. Morehead Street, Suite 435, Charlotte, NC 28202  When: Tuesday, November 18, 2008  Registration: Please click here:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/mexico.html" �http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/mexico.html� 
































Upcoming Events for 2008





International Trade Calendar


For a selected list of international trade events of interest, including ITA-sponsored events, as well as a selection of upcoming international trade fairs, please go to: � HYPERLINK "http://trade.gov/press/publications/newsletters/ita_0608/tradecalendar_0608.asp" �http://trade.gov/press/publications/newsletters/ita_0608/tradecalendar_0608.asp� . 


The U.S. and Foreign Commercial Service (USFCS) maintains a comprehensive listing of industry shows at � HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov" \t "_blank" �www.export.gov�














Market of the Month – Thailand





Thailand is the United States' 27th largest trading partner. Two-way trade in 2007 was about US$ 31.2 billion, with $22.75 billion in Thai exports to the U.S. and $8.44 billion in U.S. exports to Thailand. From 2006 to 2007, U.S. exports to Thailand grew by 3.66 percent, while imports to the U.S. grew by about 1.28 percent. In Asia, Thailand ranks as the United States’ 7th largest trading partner after China, Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Singapore and Malaysia.





The U.S. and Thailand have enjoyed a special commercial relationship for 175 years, most recently under the Treaty of Amity and Economic Relations signed on May 29, 1966. Under the treaty, with the exception of a few sectors, U.S. companies operating in Thailand are afforded national treatment, which places them on an “equal playing field” with Thai companies, a privilege offered to no other trading partners’ companies.





The Thai economy is export-dependent, with exports accounting for 60 percent of its gross domestic product (GDP). Thailand’s GDP performance has averaged between 5 and 6 percent since the recovery of the Asian financial crisis. GDP growth in 2007 stood at 4.8 percent, and 2008 is forecast to have the same growth rate. 





For More Information: � HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov/articles/marketofmonth/mom_thai.asp" �http://www.export.gov/articles/marketofmonth/mom_thai.asp� 








