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NORTH CAROLINA EXPORT NEWSLETTER


Brought to you by the NC Export Team:


U.S. Commercial Service: �HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina"�www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina� 


N.C. Department of Commerce: �HYPERLINK "http://www.exportnc.com"�www.exportnc.com�	


N.C. Department of Agriculture: �HYPERLINK "http://www.ncagr.com"�www.ncagr.com�


The Small Business Administration: �HYPERLINK "http://www.sba.gov"�www.sba.gov� 


Small Business and Technology Development Center: �HYPERLINK "http://www.sbtdc.org"�www.sbtdc.org� 





A Partnership of the State & Federal Export Resources in North Carolina











Trade News February 2008








Talks with China Bring Progress on Trade Issues


Opportunities were opened for U.S. exporters in key industries and several agreements were signed during the 18th meeting of the U.S.–China Joint Commission on Commerce and Trade in Beijing on December 11, 2007. For the complete article: �HYPERLINK "http://trade.gov/press/publications/newsletters/ita_0108/china_0108.asp"�http://trade.gov/press/publications/newsletters/ita_0108/china_0108.asp� 





Change in International Land and Sea Travel Document Procedures


The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) reminds the traveling public that U.S. and Canadian citizens ages 19 and older should no longer expect that they will be able to prove identity and citizenship by relying on an oral declaration alone.  Instead, travelers will be asked to present documents from one of the options below when entering the United States at land or sea ports of entry. Travelers who do not present one of the documents listed below may be delayed as U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers attempt to verify their identify and citizenship.  It is strongly recommended that all travelers leaving the U.S. verify the specific documentary requirements for their destination country. This information is available through �HYPERLINK "http://www.travel.state.gov/" \t "_blank" \o "http://www.travel.state.gov/"�www.travel.state.gov� , or by consulting with the Embassy of the country you are visiting.





Intellectual Property Update and Website Resource


Counterfeiting and piracy cost the U.S. economy between $200 billion and $250 billion per year, are responsible for the loss of 750,000 American jobs, and pose a threat to health and safety. From DVDs and CDs, shampoo, and batteries to car parts, prescription drugs and electrical equipment, every product in every industry is vulnerable.  Once viewed as “victimless crimes,” counterfeiting and piracy have mushroomed in recent years. Since the early 1990s, trade in counterfeits has grown at eight times the rate of legitimate trade. Counterfeit-related seizures by the U.S. Customs and Border Patrol rose 125 percent during the past five years and are up 80 percent from 2005 to 2006 alone. The sale of these dangerous and defective goods has far-reaching consequences for our lives and our economy. 


The U.S. Department of Commerce and U.S. Chamber of Commerce recommend these 10 easy steps you can take to keep your business and home safe from fakes: �HYPERLINK "http://www.stopfakes.gov/pdf/Consumer_Tips.pdf"�http://www.stopfakes.gov/pdf/Consumer_Tips.pdf� .  


For a comprehensive guide on Intellectual Property Rights: please go to: �HYPERLINK "http://www.stopfakes.gov"�http://www.stopfakes.gov�   This website is the U.S. Government Portal for information on IPR, and includes IPR overview, country by country toolkits, and frequently asked questions.





N.C. Department of Commerce Trade Show Participation in ICT Sector Announced


N.C. Department of Commerce will participate in the following trade shows:


CeBIT 2008, Hannover, Germany. March 4 - 9, 2008.  


Convergence 2008, New Delhi, India.  March 19 – 21, 2008


This is an opportunity for N.C. exporters seeking entry into the emerging ICT markets in Europe and India.  Recruitment underway now.  


For details, contact Kuldip Wasson at �HYPERLINK "mailto:kwasson@nccommerce.com"�kwasson@nccommerce.com� or 919-715-5771. 





Trade Service of the Month: Asia Now


Trade pros looking to break into the huge Asia market can access a valuable resource at Asia Now (�HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/asianow"�www.buyusa.gov/asianow�) run by the U.S. Commercial Service.  The site features resources, links, and market information on 13 Asia-Pacific countries.  Enter a country name in the search box and you’re on your way.





 U.S. Tourism Industry Enjoyed Record Summer Season


Summer 2007 was a record-breaking season for international travel to the United States. According to statistics released by the Department of Commerce’s Office of Travel and Tourism Industries, total international visitation and spending for June, July, and August surpassed previous records. “These robust summer travel numbers highlight the vitality of the American travel industry,” remarked Secretary of Commerce Carlos M. Gutierrez. “Travel and tourism produces a healthy trade surplus for the industry, strengthens the economy, and expands job growth. I’m optimistic about the industry’s future, as we’re projected to surpass previous records in visitation and spending this year.”
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Opportunities 2008: March 10


The US Government alone spends more than $350 billion annually for various products and services, yet each year, thousands of contracts bypass small businesses that do not know about or understand how the government buys. Opportunities2008  is your chance to learn how you can tap into this lucrative market. It is a regional biennial "reverse" trade show that allows small businesses the opportunity to meet contracting officers from over 50 federal, state, and local government agencies and prime contractors. Where: Grove Park Inn, Asheville, NC Cost: $60 attendance fee, includes lunch For More Information: Please contact Mark G. Mills, Procurement Counselor, at 828-345-1115 or email: �HYPERLINK "mailto:mmills@sbtdc.org"�mmills@sbtdc.org� 





Exporting 101: March 19


This full day workshop will be taught by Dan Holt, International Finance Specialist, U.S. Small Business Administration. Topics will include Risk Recognition, Classifying Product for Export, Means of Payment, Introduction to Letters of Credit, Introduction to Credit Insurance, Pricing and Business Planning, The Role of Banking in International Sales, Introduction to Government Resources.  For Registration and More Information: �HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/introtoexporting.html"�http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/introtoexporting.html� 





Go Global:  NC Department of Commerce Exporting Seminars Show You How to Profit Internationally: March 31-April 4 Noon-2pm 


The North Carolina Department of Commerce's International Trade Division 2008 Road Show, a seminar series on exporting, will be held March 31-April 4 at various locations around the state for a lunch and learn program on these days.  Sell your products or services to customers worldwide!   North Carolina provides many resources to help you get started or to take your exporting program to the next level.  During this Road Show seminar series, our foreign-based trade experts come to you, offering a rare opportunity to gain insights into key markets you may be considering.  Please note, the seminar will be in different parts of the state each day.  To see the Road Show Itinerary and For More Information on Registration: �HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/roadshow2008.html"�http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/roadshow2008.html� 





Exporting U.S. Power Technologies and Equipment: May 5, 2008


Sign up for the COMPLIMENTARY “Exporting U.S. Power Technologies and Equipment” seminar at Electric Power 2008 and learn from representatives from the private sector, financial institutions, and government agencies on international exporting opportunities and programs.  For More information: �HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/electricpower2008.html"�http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/electricpower2008.html� 





Save the Date: Exporting to Peru and Chile: May 7, 2008


This seminar will discuss business opportunities and the documentary requirements that companies must meet to benefit from the preferential duty provisions under the current Free Trade Agreement Chile and the upcoming FTA with Peru. Keynote speakers will include Senior Commercial Officers from the U.S. Embassies in Chile and Peru.  For more information, please contact Shannon Christenbury at 704-333-4886 ext. 225 or �HYPERLINK "mailto:Shannon.christenbury@mail.doc.gov"�Shannon.christenbury@mail.doc.gov� 





The Asia/Pacific Business Outlook (APBO) Conference 2008


Held at the University of Southern California, April 7-8, 2008, in Los Angeles, CA brings the experts closer to you by featuring all our 14 Senior Commercial Officers from our US Embassies in Asia:  Australia, China, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand, and Vietnam.    For full details, see � HYPERLINK "http://www.apbo2008.com" �http://www.apbo2008.com� 
































Upcoming Events for 2008





Qatar: Newest market of the Month





Qatar may look small, but in commercial terms it is a rising giant. This Persian Gulf Emirate is just larger than Connecticut and its total population is around 1 million. But this country has the world’s third largest reserves of natural gas and one of the highest levels of per capita GDP on earth. Its reform-minded government is carrying out an ambitious plan to transform this small peninsula into a leading international hub for tourism, finance, and education.





Leading Industry Sectors Include:


Architectural/Construction/Engineering Service


Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Equipment


Construction Equipment and Tools


Oil & Gas Field Machinery and Equipment 


Telecommunications Equipment


 Computer and Peripherals 


 Medical Equipment and Services 


 Franchising 


 Safety and Security 


  Power Transmission Equipment/Electrical Power Systems 


For More Information on Exporting to Qatar: �HYPERLINK "http://export.gov/articles/mom_qatar.asp"�http://export.gov/articles/mom_qatar.asp� 








U.S. – Israel Free Trade Agreement





The United States-Israel Free Trade Area (FTA) agreement took effect September 1, 1985 and is designed to stimulate trade between the United States and Israel. The agreement, which has no expiration date, provides for the elimination of duties for merchandise from Israel entering the United States. As of January 1, 1995, all eligible reduced rate imports from Israel were accorded duty-free treatment. The FTA does allow the two countries to protect sensitive agricultural subsectors with nontariff barriers including import bans, quotas, and fees.





For More Information on Free Trade Agreements with the U.S., check out these resources:





�HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/ftas.html"�http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/ftas.html� 





�HYPERLINK "http://www.ustr.gov/Trade_Agreements/Bilateral/Chile_FTA/Section_Index.html"�http://www.ustr.gov/Trade_Agreements/Bilateral/Chile_FTA/Section_Index.html� 

















