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The U.S. Export Assistance 
Center is ... 
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EX-IM BANK REDUCES PREMIUMS ON SME INSURANCE POLICIES 
Effective Oct. 1, U.S. small businesses now receive a 15% pre-
mium rate reduction on 2 types of Export-Import Bank of the 
United States (Ex-Im Bank) export credit insurance: short-
term small business multibuyer policies (designated as ENB), 
and short-term small business environmental multibuyer 
policies (designated as ENV).  The rate reduction, affects 
approximately half of all Ex-Im Bank insurance policy holders.  Holders of 
the Ex-Im Bank ENB and ENV insurance policies have received updated 
policy declarations.  The new rates are effective on all shipments made 
on and after Oct. 1. For details, please visit:  http://www.exim.gov/
pressrelease.cfm/DDC0FA46-98B5-F8E7-C5AD425011681395/. 

NEW MANDATORY ELECTRONIC FILING OF LICENSE APPLICATIONS 
The Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) published its final rule in the Au-
gust 21, 2008 Federal Register.  Beginning October 20, 2008, this rule re-
quires that export and reexport license applications, classification re-
quests, encryption review requests, License Exception AGR notifications 
and related documents must be submitted to the BIS via its Simplified 
Network Application Process (SNAP-R) system. For more information, 
please visit: http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/pdf/E8-18852.pdf.  

UPDATE ON REACH  
REACH is a major reform of EU chemicals policy, affecting all global sup-
ply chains that produce and use chemicals. The first deadline is Decem-
ber 1 for the pre-registration of chemicals with the European Chemicals 
Agency (ECHA). The webpage below is for U.S. exporters to Europe, par-
ticularly SMEs, to inform them about requirements under REACH and to 
help them prepare for compliance. For more information and guid-
ance, please visit: http://www.buyusa.gov/europeanunion/reach.html.  
See page 3 for details on prerecorded webinar on this topic. 

AS OF JANUARY 12, VWP TRAVELERS NEED ELECTRONIC AUTHORIZATION 
Have plans to host an international visitor 
next year? Beginning January 12, 2009, all 
Visa Waiver Program (VWP) travelers will be 
required to have an electronic travel au-
thorization to board a carrier and enter the 
US.  The Electronic System for Travel Authorization (ESTA) is a new re-
quirement implemented by the 9/11 Act to determine the eligibility of 
VWP visitors to travel to the U.S.  The program affects all 27 VWP coun-
tries.  Travelers must log on to the secure, web-based ESTA system and 
provide basic biographical and travel information.  Each application is 
then checked against law enforcement databases, including the terror-
ist watch-list, lost and stolen passport records, and visa revocation/
refusal files, to determine if the traveler poses any security risk.  Applica-
tions must be submitted at least 72 hours prior to travel.   For details, see 
www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/travel/id_visa/esta/. 
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MARKET OF THE MONTH:  ALGERIA 
Algeria’s population of 33 million, 
energy wealth, and growing de-
mands for modern infrastructure 
have generated interest from governments and 
companies around the world.  Algeria’s economy is 
expected to grow at a healthy rate of 3-5% over the 
next several years based on higher world prices for 
oil. High level Algerian government officials and busi-
nessmen have outwardly expressed their desire for 
greater U.S. business collaboration and involvement 
in water resources, environmental technologies, 
safety & security equipment, agriculture, petro-
chemicals, public works projects and medical 
equipment.  
 

As Algeria is a non-traditional market for many U.S. 
exporters, CS Algeria can open doors in several new 
sectors such as health & nutrition, franchising, and 
home & housewares. Recent visits by officials and 
the placement of an American Commercial Coun-
selor at the U.S. Embassy have created an added stir 
in the business community towards American com-
merce. 
 

The Commercial Service in Algeria aims to demystify 
the Algerian market and will be sending out a regu-
lar newsletter on business opportunities there.  To 
subscribe, please contact our office, or Senior Com-
mercial Officer Douglas Wallace at doug-
las.wallace@mail.doc.gov.  For further details on this 
market, see: http://www.buyusa.gov/algeria/en/
investment_climate_statement.html. 

CS HOUSTON BUSINESS SERVICE DIRECTORY  
Market your products and services to local busi-
nesses as well as foreign companies  by subscribing 
to the CS Houston Business Service Provider Directory.  
As a member, your company profile will be seen by 
U.S. exporters, international buyers, and clients of the 
U.S. Commercial Service. Cost: $300 for small business 
(less than 500 employees).  See  
http://www.buyusa.gov/houston/houstonbsp.html.. 

A BASIC GUIDE TO EXPORTING 
The guide is a step-by-step manual that 
covers topics including how to identify 
best overseas markets and financing 
options and how to create a website for 
selling goods to international buys. The 
book contains 17 chapters on the nuts and bolts of 
the export process. For ordering information please 
visit: www.export.gov/basicguide. 

SUSTAINABLE MANUFACTURING INITIATIVE  
In order to offer effective and continued support to 
U.S. companies in their sustainable manufacturing 
efforts, Commerce’s Manufacturing & Services unit 
has launched the initiative that aims to identify U.S. 
industry’s most pressing sustainable manufacturing 
challenges and coordinate public and private sector 
efforts to address these challenges. For more informa-
tion, please visit: www.manufacturing.gov. 

OPTIMIZE YOUR GLOBAL WEB PRESENCE 
One look at the latest (June 2008) World Internet us-
age statistics (www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm) 
and you’ll see that having an aggressive global Web 
presence should be a priority. Only 17 percent of the 
world’s Internet users live in North America. The rest 
are overseas, with the greatest concentrations in Asia 
with 39.5 percent and Europe with 26.3 percent.  U.S. 
firms are competing in a world that is globally wired, 
and  need to look beyond our continent when it 
comes to Internet marketing.  Below are some simple 
suggestions to help: 
 

1. List your Web site with foreign search engines.  
The Web site www.searchenginecolossus.com lists 
dozens of search engines by country, and it notes 
whether the search engine uses English or the 
native language. The site searchengine-
watch.com/links is another useful resource, listing 
search engines by country and specialty. 

2. Register your site in the countries where you plan 
to do business.  To protect your Web address, 
register your site with the appropriate country ex-
tensions, as well as other extensions like.com, 
.net, or .org. You can find country extensions and 
registration contact information at 
www.iana.org/domains/root/db/.  U.S. Commer-
cial Service overseas offices often have specific 
information, written in English, regarding Web site 
registration requirements for their native coun-
tries.  Some governments require that companies 
have a presence in the country before they can 
register their domain names.  In many cases, a 
company’s local law firm address fulfills that re-
quirement. 

3. Localize your Web site or host the site overseas in 
the local language. The Localization Industry 
Standards Association Web site (www.lisa.org) 
provides a free primer on localization and several 
best practice reports on subjects like “How to Im-
prove International Customer Support Web Sites” 
and “Managing Global Content.” 

mailto:doug-las.wallace@mail.doc.gov
mailto:doug-las.wallace@mail.doc.gov
http://www.buyusa.gov/algeria/en/
http://www.buyusa.gov/houston/houstonbsp.html
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http://www.manufacturing.gov
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http://www.searchenginecolossus.com
http://www.iana.org/domains/root/db/
http://www.lisa.org
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STAFF DIRECTORY 

 

Duaine Priestley, Director 
Duaine.priestley@mail.doc.gov  713-209-3105 

Danielle Caltabiano, Trade Specialist 
Dcaltabiano@mail.doc.gov  713-209-3110 

Nyamusi Igambi, Senior Trade Specialist 
Nyamusi.igambi@mail.doc.gov  713-209-3112 

Brendan Kelly, Senior Trade Specialist 
bkelly@mail.doc.gov  713-209-3113 

Pam Plagens, Senior Trade Specialist 
Pam.plagens@mail.doc.gov  713-209-3106 

Alan Richel, Senior Trade Specialist 
arichel@mail.doc.gov  713-209-3123 

Note:  The U.S. Government does not endorse products or compa-
nies, and assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of data con-
tained herein, or for the success or failure of any business transac-
tion resulting from opportunities listed in this publication.  If you 
would like to be removed from this mailing list, please contact the 
Houston Office. 

EVENTS 

EXPORT ACADEMY  
FALL 2008 SERIES 

The Export Academy is an 8-course series for new-to-
export staff or companies.  See below for the remain-
ing courses this fall.   
Nov 19 Supply Chain Management and Logistics II 
Dec 3 Legal and Regulatory Compliance 
Dec 10 Trade Finance and Payment 
 

Locations:   
3100 Main (Corner of Main & Elgin) 
Contact: Deanna Teel at 713-718-5873 or 713-718-
6423 or email exportacademy@hccs.edu. 

WOMEN & MINORITY BUSINESS MISSION TO  
JORDAN & EGYPT 
Feb 14-19, 2009 (Rescheduled) 
Meet prospective representatives, distributors, part-
ners or end-users through this CS-led delegation.  
Women & minority-owned firms as well as high-level 
executives are encouraged to apply.  Cost:  $3000.  
Deadline December 5. Contact:  Nyamusi Igambi at  
Nyamusi.Igambi@mail.doc.gov or 713-209-3112.   

NOTIFY U.S. - RECEIVE REGULATORY UPDATES 
Do you know about the Department of Commerce 
service for U.S. enterprises to track manufactured 
product requirements around the world? “Notify U.S.” 
is a valuable trade information resource. For more 
information visit: www.nist.gov/notifyus/. 

MEXICO’S PORT DEVELOPMENT-UPCOMING BUSSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 
November 20, 1 PM Central Time 
A webinar discussing a number of the port projects as 
well as how U.S. companies can take advantage of 
these opportunities.  Cost:  $40.  To register, see:  
http://www.buyusa.gov/mexico/en/
infrastructure_mexico.html. 

EUROPEAN UNION REACH WEBINAR 
This prerecorded webinar addressed important ques-
tions surrounding REACH (EU Chemicals Directive) 
including: deadlines & timelines; preregistration; the 
Candidate List; new developments in REACH; and 
appointing Only Representatives.  It can be ac-
cessed with a password.  To obtain a password, 
please contact Ms. Deborah Doherty at 717-872-4386 
or by email: deborah.doherty@mail.doc.gov. 

FIRST ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL HARRIS COUNTY 
TRADE & TRANSPORTATION CONFERENCE 
Westin Galleria 
January 11-13, 2009  
Join Harris County Judge Ed Emmett for a 
2-day conference which will focus on 
Mexico and southern border trade. To register, see: 
ww.harriscountyevents.net. 

WEBINARS 

CERTIFIED GLOBAL BUSINESS PROFESSIONAL EXAM  
Houston Community College  
Feb. 21 
The Houston Community College will be offering a 
Prep Course for CGBP Exam on Jan. 13.  For detail on 
the above, please contact Deanna Teal at 
deanna.teel@hccs.edu. 

U.S. POSTAL SERVICE-GLOBAL  BUSINESS SEMINAR 
November 19 
University of Houston-Hilton 
Time:  9-noon.  Cost.  Free.  To  register, call 
713-226-3555 or email bdthouston@usps.gov.   

AVOIDING INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS VIOLATIONS 
International Trade Center 
December 5 
This morning program will discuss common pitfalls and 
winning solutions.  Cost:  $75.  For details, contact: 
John Robbins - John4252@gmail.com or 832.448.0193.   
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OIL & GAS LIBYA / INFRASTRUCTURE LIBYA 
Tripoli, LIBYA 
February 16 - 19, 2009 
Libya's oil and gas industry provides the massive in-
vestment needed for the country's ambitious infra-
structure plans.  For details, contact Joan Williams at 
joanw@kallman.com. 

AUSTRALASIAN OIL & GAS EXPO 
Perth, Western Australia 
February 17-19, 2009 
For more information, contact Sarah Welch at 
SarahW@ImexManagement.com  or (704) 365-0041. 

POWER-GEN INTERNATIONAL 2008 
Orlando 
December 3-4 
U.S. Commercial Service of-
fices from around the world will once again be pre-
sent at the show.  CS SHOW TIME is your opportunity 
to meet one-on-one with these CS energy specialists 
leading delegations to discuss your market plans. The 
following countries as well as Ex-Im Bank will be avail-
able to meet during SHOWTIME:  

For details on export opportunities on-site, see http://
www.buyusa.com/eme/powergeneration.html. 

OFFSHORE ASIA 2009 
Bangkok, Thailand 
March 31-April 2, 2009 
Offshore Asia will bring together the best and bright-
est minds in the industry to take part in the technical 
program. The conference theme “Solutions for Asia’s 
Offshore Challenges focuses on the specific techno-
logical needs of the Asian offshore arena. For more 
information visit: http://downloads.pennnet.com/
events/oa09/exhibitorprospectus.pdf. 

INDIA:  COAL PREP PLANTS 
Recently announced bid notice for first of a number 
of upcoming coal prep plants in India. For details, 
see: http://bccl.cmpdi.co.in/tenderdownload/EDP08-12529.pdf 

COLOMBIA:  BIOFUELS CONSULTANT 
Seeking consultant to cooperate on biofuels green-
house emissions study. For more information, contact 
Julio Carbo at Julio.carbo@mail.doc.gov . 

KUWAIT:  FISHING SERVICES FOR ONSHORE DRILLING 
Fishing services for onshore drilling. For more informa-
tion please contact Nancy Charles-Parker at 
nancy.charles-parker@mail.doc.gov. 

AFRICA POWER & ELECTRICTY CONGRESS & EXHIBIT 
April 21-22, 2009 
Key energy industry players come together to discuss 
challenges, formulate solutions and create workable 
plans for taking the power industry forward. For more 
information contact: Sean Testa at 
sean.testa@terrapinn.co.za. 

KAZAKHSTAN OIL & GAS TRADE MISSION 
Atyrau 
April 7-11, 2009 
Join the U.S. Department of 
Commerce in this four-day 
mission to the city of Atyrau, 
the oil and gas capital of 
Kazakhstan. The mission will 
assist representatives of American companies re-
sponsible for business activities in Eurasia with their 
efforts to identify profitable opportunities and new 
markets for their respective U.S. companies. Mission 
members will meet with major energy firms operating 
in the region and participate in the 8th North Cas-
pian Regional Exhibition, an annual three-day exhibi-
tion that attracts over 4,000 industry specialists from 
more than 30 countries.  Cost: $3,800 for a small or 
medium‐sized enterprises (SME) and $6,250 for large 
firms.  For details, see: http://www.buyusa.gov/
kazakhstan/en/oil_gas_mission.html. 

BRAZIL TO RESUME OIL AUCTIONS IN DECEMBER 2008 
For details, contact our office or see  
http://www.brasil-rounds.gov.br/index_e.asp.   

 
 
 

Las Vegas Convention Center 
Feb. 25-27 
Join renewable energy industry professionals from the 
US and worldwide for this first annual event.  RETECH is 
following on the successful trade show at the Wash-
ington International Renewable Energy Conference 
earlier this year.  CS staff will be on hand to promote 
international business.  For details on the show, see 
http://www.retech2009.com/. 

Bangladesh 
Brazil  
Croatia 
Ecuador  

Iraq  
Kenya  
Korea 
Mexico 

Nigeria  
Romania  
Saudi Arabia 
South Africa  
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