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The U.S. Export Assistance 
Center is ... 
part of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce’s U.S. 
& Foreign Commercial 
Service (CS).  We promote 
and protect U.S. commercial interests 
abroad and deliver customized solu-
tions to ensure that U.S. businesses com-
pete and win in the global market-
place.  See www.export.gov/cs.   

COMPLYING WITH U.S. EXPORT CONTROLS  
Houston Renaissance Hotel, Greenway Plaza 
May 14-15 
The two-day program is led by U.S. Department of Commerce 
Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) and provides an in-depth 
examination of  U.S. export control requirements on commer-
cial goods. The program is well suited for those who need a compre-
hensive understanding of their obligations.  Technical, policy and en-
forcement professionals from BIS will participate. Cost:  $395.  To register, 
see http://www.acteva.com/go/hdecbisseminar2008.  

CS NEW FEE STRUCTURE, EFFECTIVE MAY 1 
Connecting you to business opportunities in markets 
around the world as fast and efficiently as possible is a 
priority for the U.S. Commercial Service (CS).  To this end, 
we’re pleased to announce our new simplified user price 
schedule.  See page 2, for the new fee schedule.   

PROTECT YOUR IPR BY RECORDING IT WITH U.S. CUSTOMS  
The first step in obtaining IPR protection by CBP is to record valid regis-
tered trademarks and copyrights with CBP through the Intellectual Prop-

(Continued on page 2) 

COMMERCE LAUNCHES COLOMBIA TARIFF TICKER 
Calculates Tariffs Imposed on American Exports to Colombia 
As the Tariff Ticker approaches the $1 billion mark, the Free Trade Agree-
ment awaits Congressional approval.   American exports face an esti-
mated $1.9 million on tariffs each day that passes without two-way free 
trade with Colombia.  See http://www.trade.gov. 

(ITAC 6) ENERGY ADVISORY BOARD TO SECRETARY OF COMMERCE  & 
USTR -  RECRUITING NEW MEMBERS  
The Industry Trade Advisory Committee on Energy and Energy Services 
(ITAC 6), a federal advisory committee to the Secretary of Commerce 
and the U.S. Trade Representative, engages business leaders in formu-
lating U.S. trade policy.   Members must be U.S. citizens representing a 
U.S. company and active in their industry.  Contact our office for details. 

BECOME A NASBITE CERTIFIED GLOBAL BUSINESS PROFESSIONAL   
EXAM OFFERED IN HOUSTON - JUNE 14 
The NASBITE CGBP provides a benchmark for competency in global 
commerce and demonstrates an individual's ability to conduct global 
business in the areas of management, marketing, supply chain man-
agement, and finance.   Cost:  $345.  For details on the exam, including 
a practice test, please visit http://www.nasbitecgbp.org/index.php.  
Watch for details on a prep course to be offered by HCC beforehand.   

MMAYAY  ISIS  WWORLDORLD  TTRADERADE  MMONTHONTH  !!   
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Standardized Services SME  
Company* 

SME New-to
-Export 

Companies 
using  

Service for 
first time 

Large  
Company* 

Gold Key Service 
(Matchmaking) 

$700 $350 $2,300 

International  
Company Profile  
(Due diligence) 

$600 $350 $900 

International Partner 
Search (Prequalified 
business contacts) 

$550 $350 $1,400 

Featured U.S.  
Exporter (Overseas web 
promotion) 

$150 $75 $300 

Business Service 
 Provider (Web  
promotion of service 
providers) 

$300 — $600 

New CS Fee Schedule 
Effective May 1, 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*A Small or Medium-Sized Enterprise (SME) is defined as a 
firm with 500 or fewer employees or self-certified as a small 
business under SBA regulations. A large company is de-
fined as a firm with more than 500 employees. Subsidiaries 
will be classified based on the size of the parent company. 

ADVERTISE IN COMMERCIAL NEWS USA & RECEIVE A 
FREE UPGRADE TO COLOR ON ANY SIZE AD 
Commercial News USA, the official export promotion 
magazine of the U.S. Department of Commerce, 
reaches 400,000 readers in 176 countries worldwide. 
Find buyers and distributors worldwide.  Call now to 
reserve your space in the July-August 2008 issue.  
Deadline is May 9.  Call today, 1-800-581-8533 or send 
email to advertise@thinkglobal.us. 

NOTIFY U.S. - COMMENT ON PROPOSED FOREIGN 
TECHNICAL REGS 
Notify U.S. is a free, web-based information service to 
send notifications from the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) on domestic and foreign technical regulations 
for industrial products (including product packaging, 
marking, and labeling).  The service is provided by 
the National Institute of Standards and Technology 
(NIST), an agency of the U.S. Department of Com-
merce. 
 

Notify U.S. Features  
� Early warning on WTO Technical Barriers to Trade 

issues  
� information from 151 WTO countries across 41 in-

dustry sectors  
� Complete texts of proposed regulations for your 

review & comment  
� Guidance on submitting comments on proposed 

regulations.   
 

Access Notify U.S. at: http://www.nist.gov/notifyus/. 

WHAT'S CHINA BUYING?  
Everyone knows that China is a major world exporter, 
but you may not know that it's also the fifth largest 
importer in the world.  If you'd like to research the 
market for your products in China, a good site to visit 
is China World Importers Net. This site, sponsored by 
the Chinese government, has a wealth of information 
about Chinese importers.  You can search dozens of 
industries and find Chinese companies, with contact 
information, company profiles, news, trade leads, up-
coming trade events, catalogs, business directories, 
and much more.  You can get more information if 
you register, and registration is free.  
See http://win.mofcom.gov.cn/en/. 

erty Rights e-Recordation (IPRR) online system.  CBP’s 
on-line recordation allows rights owners to electroni-
cally record their trademarks and copyrights with 
CBP, and makes IPR recordation information readily 
available to CBP personnel, facilitating IPR seizures by 
CBP.  CBP uses this recordation information to ac-
tively monitor shipments and prevent the importation 
or exportation of infringing goods. 
 

As of the end of Fiscal Year 2007, over 21,000 trade-
marks and copyrights were recorded with CBP. While 
CBP enforces both recorded and non-recorded 
trademarks and copyrights, enforcement of re-
corded trademarks and copyrights takes prece-
dence over those that are not recorded with CBP.   
Public versions of trademarks and copyrights re-
corded with CBP are available in the Intellectual 
Property Rights Search (IPRS) searchable database.  
Fee:  $190.  See http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/trade/
priority_trade/ipr/protect_ipr.xml. 

(Continued from page 1) 

TRADE FINANCE GUIDE: A QUICK REFERENCE FOR 
U.S. EXPORTERS, 2008 EDITION  
Concise, two-page chapters offer the basics of nu-
merous financing techniques, from open accounts, 
to forfaiting, to government assisted foreign-buyer 
financing.  Download a copy or order at  
http://www.ita.doc.gov/media/Publications/
abstract/trade_finance_guide2008desc.html. 
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EVENTS 

Note:  The U.S. Government does not endorse products or compa-
nies, and assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of data con-
tained herein, or for the success or failure of any business transac-
tion resulting from opportunities listed in this publication.  If you 
would like to be removed from this mailing list, please contact the 
Houston Office. 

ELECTRIC POWER 2008   
EXPORTING U.S. POWER TECHNOLOGIES & EQUIPMENT 
Baltimore Convention Center 
May 5 
For details, see http://www.buyusa.gov/

RIO OIL AND GAS SHOW 2008 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
September 15-18 
Join the U.S. pavilion being organized by Kallman 
Worldwide or have CS Brazil staff organize a series pre
-scheduled business appointments using the Gold 
Key Service (GKS).  GKS deadline: 6/25. Contact  
regina.cunha@mail.doc.gov or our office.   

ENERGY EVENTS 

U.S– ARAB ECONOMIC FORUM 
Washington, D.C. 
May 7-9 
The U.S.-Saudi Arabian Business Council (USSABC) is 
pleased to inform you of the upcoming 3rd U.S.-Arab 
Economic Forum.  These three days of dialogue will 
provide a powerful opportunity for leaders from the 
United States and the Arab world to reinforce existing 
partnerships and forge new alliances and collabora-
tions between the two regions. For more information, 
see http://usaef.ameeac.org. 

NEFTEGAZ 2008 
Moscow, Russia 
June 23-27 
Russia’s largest oil & gas exhibition will cover all as-
pects of the oil & gas industry.  For more information, 
see www.russianpetroleumcongress.com/home.html. 

RENEWABLE ENERGY & GREEN BUILDING TRADE SHOW  
Paris, France 
June 19-21 
A CS agreement with the show organizer will provide 
market-entry assistance to American companies 
looking to enter the French market.  For details, see  
http://www.buyusa.gov/france/en/ree.html. 
 

*To receive recently completed market analysis on  
France: Green Building Market, please contact our 
office or Everett.Wakai@mail.doc.gov. 

DOING BUSINESS IN CHINA WEBINAR SERIES 
 

U.S. FRANCHISE OPPORTUNITIES  
May 5, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. Central Time 
Cost $100.  Details:  http://www.buyusa.gov/
asianow/china_franchisingwebinar.html   

SELLING INDUSTRIAL SUPPORT MACHINERY  
May 7, 7:00-8:15 pm Central Time 
Cost: $35.  Details: http://www.buyusa.gov/asianow/
china_machinery.html 
 

CHINA'S PUBLISHING INDUSTRY: OPPORTUNITIES & 
REGULATORY CHALLENGES FOR U.S. EXPORTERS  
May 20 or 21, 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm Central 
Cost $75.  Details:  http://www.buyusa.gov/asianow/
china_publishingwebinar.html   

HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY OPPORTUNITIES  
May 21, 8:00 pm Central Time 
Cost: $45.  Details:  http://www.buyusa.gov/
healthcare/hitchina.html. 

WEBINARS 

WEBINAR:  ARCTIC CANADA’S OIL AND GAS  
May 12, 1:00-3:00 pm Central Time 
The webinar agenda includes Regulation of Oil and 
Gas Activities in Canada's Northern Frontier, with Dr. 
Bharat Dixit, Chief Conservation Officer, National En-
ergy Board of Canada.  For details, contact:  Rachel 
Halpern at Rachel.Halpern@mail.doc.gov. BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT TRADE MISSION TO IRAQ 

Erbil, Iraq 
June 2008 (available upon request) 
Open to U.S. companies from all non-petroleum sec-
tors, for both export and investment.  Companies with 
interests in the housing, financial services, agri-
business/food processing, healthcare, tourism, IT, 
transportation, or franchising sectors will be preferred.  
Participating U.S. companies will have an opportunity 
to meet with key officials from the Kurdistan Regional 
Government (KRG), local chambers of commerce 
and other business groups, and various Iraqi compa-
nies.  This mission will be open to 5-10 U.S. companies.  
Deadline: May 8, 2008.  For details, contact our office 
or Adam Choppin at adam.choppin@mail.doc.gov, 
(202) 482-5228 or toll-free at (866) 352-IRAQ. 

OIL & GAS TRADE MISSION TO KAZAKHSTAN  
April 7-11, 2009 
Contact our office for details.  The CS oil & gas spe-
cialist from Kazakhstan, Ms. Azhar Kadrzhanova will 
be at OTC next week and available to meet with U.S. 
firms on Weds. Afternoon.  See next page for details.  
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U.S. DEPARMENT OF COMMERCE PROGRAM AT THE   

OFFSHORE TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE 2008, HOUSTON, TX, MAY 5-8                 OTCNET.ORG 

RECEPTION:  BILATERAL U.S.-ARAB CHAMBER RECEPTION HONORING ARAB DELEGATES, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
This year’s reception will host over 160 delegates. Cost:  $50.  Register online at www.bilateralchamber.org.   

Monday, May 5 

The U.S. Department of Commerce will once again assist U.S. exporters with enhancing their interna-
tional business contacts, market knowledge and opportunities at OTC.  To ask questions or obtain 
onsite export counseling, visit us in the International Lounge, Room 700.  For more information on our 
activities at the show, including a link to our FREE oil and gas industry market research and the CS-
led foreign delegation lists, see: http://www.buyusa.gov/houston/programsotc08.html.  

Thursday, May 8 

Wednesday, May 7 

Tuesday, May 6 
OTC INDUSTRY BREAKFAST SERIES: CHINA, 7:30-9:00 AM.  See http://www.otcnet.org/2008/register/index.html. 

OTC INDUSTRY BREAKFAST SERIES: QATAR, 7:30-9:00 AM.  See http://www.otcnet.org/2008/register/index.html. 

OTC INDUSTRY BREAKFAST SERIES: INDONESIA, 7:30-9:00 AM.  See http://www.otcnet.org/2008/register/index.html. 

At OTC, visit us in the International Lounge, Room 700.  

SEMINAR/MATCHMAKING:  NIGERIA -OIL & GAS PARTNERSHIPS & PROJECTS WITH PETAN, 3:00-5:00 PM, RM  702 
The Petroleum Technology Association of Nigeria (PETAN), an independent professional body of indige-

nous technical oilfield service companies, will brief participants on procurement and partnering opportunities.  
Benedicta Nkwoh, CS Lagos, Nigeria will participate.  B2b meetings are available following.   

SEMINAR/MATCHMAKING: DOING BUSINESS IN MEXICO’S OIL/GAS INDUSTRY, 9:00 am-12:30pm.  Rm. 702 
Featuring Dr. Heber Cinco-Ley, director general, Mexican Petroleum Institute, Petróleos Mexicanas 

(PEMEX).  This morning program will include an opportunity to meet one-on-one with the featured participants.  
Registration for these b2b meeting will be on-site the day of the program.    

SHOW TIME:  MEET CS OIL & GAS INDUSTRY SPECIALIST ATTENDING OTC, 2:00-5:00 PM, ROOM 702/703 
Sign up on-site to discuss your business and export opportunities with CS specialists from Brazil, Egypt, Iraq, 

Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Libya, Nigeria, Norway, Qatar,  Saudi Arabia, UAE, Venezuela, and Vietnam as well as the 
Export-Import Bank of the U.S.  No pre-registration.   

SEMINAR/MATCHMAKING: NIGERIA NATIONAL PETROLEUM CORP.-PROCUREMENT & PROJECTS, 8:30am-1:00 pm 
NNPC officials will discuss procurement and partnering opportunities with b2b meetings available af-

terwards.  Location:  International Trade Center, 11122 Bellaire Blvd., Houston.  Cost $65 at door.   

Friday, May 2 

RECEPTION:  US-CHINA PETROLEUM EQUIPMENT MATCHMAKING RECEPTION, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Join the mayor of Dong Ying City, Shandong Province and local oil/gas industry leaders for a complimentary 
reception at the International Trade Center-Houston.  For details, email Brendan.kelly@mail.doc.gov.    

SEMINAR/MATCHMAKING: BRAZIL’S ENERGY SECTOR: NEW LICENSING ROUNDS & OPPORTUNITIES, 8 am-1 pm 
Officials from ANP, Apex-Brazil, and the Brazilian Consulate General-Houston as well as Camille 

Richardson, Principal Commercial Officer, CS-Rio de Janeiro, will be speak.  Cost $50. To register, contact 
Mr. Bojan Vukovic at bvukovic@houston.org or 713-844-3661.     
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