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UPCOMING EVENTS        
FOR MORE EVENTS. SEE PAGE 3.  

RUSSIA UPDATE: EXPANDING YOUR BUSINESS IN A CHALLENGING     
ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT 
International Trade Center, 11110 Bellaire Blvd 
February 24 
Seminar will discuss the changes and current economic climate.  Russia 
will be a long-term player in the oil and gas market, and Russian inter-
ests in American equipment and service providers continue to grow. 
To download the flyer for this and other upcoming events, see  
http://www.buyusa.gov/houston/events.html. 
 

W  W  W 
 

CHINA’S OIL AND GAS SECTOR: OPEN HOUSE FOR HOUSTON OFFICE 
OF SHANDONG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR PETROLEUM EQUIPMENT 
International Trade Center, 11110 Bellaire Blvd 
February 24 
Join us to hear the story of President Bill Hague, Moss Seal, the China 
Petroleum  Equipment & Technology Exhibition overview, and how to 
build the Bridge with Services for SCCCPE’s Houston Office.  All regis-
trants to the Russia Update event can stay for lunch and this event at 
no charge.  To download the flyer, see  
http://www.buyusa.gov/houston/events.html. 

TEXAS #1 EXPORTER - 7TH YEAR ! 
In 2008, for the seventh year in a row, Texas was ranked 
as the number one state by export revenues. Texas ex-
ports for 2008 totaled $192.14 billion, which is approxi-
mately $23.92 billion more than 2007 and represents an 14.22 percent 
increase.  For details, see https://www.wisertrade.org/naics/ftbegin. 

NEW EDITION OF A BASIC GUIDE TO EXPORTING 
AVAILABLE NOW! 
Looking for a comprehensive overview of how to 
export? For more than 70 years, the Basic Guide to 
Exporting has been the resource that businesses turn 
to for answers on how to establish and grow over-
seas markets for their products and services. Cost:  
$19.95.  To order see http://bookstore.gpo.gov/
collections/basic-guide.jsp. 

CS HOUSTON BUSINESS SERVICE DIRECTORY  
As a member, your company profile will be seen by U.S. exporters, inter-
national buyers, and clients of the U.S. Commercial Service. Cost: $300 
for small business (less than 500 employees).  See  
http://www.buyusa.gov/houston/houstonbsp.html.. 

http://www.export.gov/cs�
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Market of the Month:  MEXICO 
 

Covering almost 1.2 million square 
miles, Mexico is one of the largest 
countries in Latin America. With a 
population of approximately 107 million and a GDP 
per capita of US$ 6,500, Mexico is firmly established 
as an upper middle-income country. Mexico’s most 
important cities are: Mexico City, Monterrey, Guada-
lajara and Tijuana, where the U. S. Commercial Ser-
vice maintains offices to help American firms enter 
the market.   
 

Best prospects for U.S. exports are: 
9 Airport and Ground Support Equipment  
9 Automotive Parts and Supplies 
9 Education & Training Services 
9 Energy Sector 
9 Electronic Components 
9 Environmental Sector 
9 Franchising 
9 Hotel and Restaurant 
9 Housing & Construction 
9 Internet and Telecom 
9 Packaging Equipment 
 

To learn more about opportunities for U.S. business in 
Mexico, see http://www.buyusa.gov/mexico/en/
industry_best_prospect.html. 

BIS-INFORMATION ON COMMODITY CLASSIFICATIONS  
As a service to U.S. exporters, the Bureau of Industry 
and Security (BIS) is planning to establish a webpage 
where sources of publicly available information on 
Commodity Classifications can be found.  Compa-
nies are invited to participate by providing informa-
tion on where Commodity Classification information 
related to your products may be obtained. 
 

If your company currently has, or plans to have, 
Commodity Classification information available on 
your company’s website, or an export control point 
of contact, and you would like this information to be 
accessible via the BIS website, please contact  
CommodityClassifications@bis.doc.gov.  

LIBYA:  LISTEN TO SCO DIANE JONES 
DISCUSS THE MARKET 
Diane Jones, senior commercial officer 
at the U.S. Embassy, Tripoli, Libya speaks 
in a recorded interview about opportuni-
ties in Libya and what it means for Ameri-
can exporters. She discusses the size and 
scope of various projects and challenges of this 
growing market and explains how the U.S. Commer-
cial Service can help U.S. companies succeed in 
Libya.  To access the interview or a transcript,  
see: http://www.export.gov/articles/mb_libya.asp 

WATCH FOR SUSPICIOUS BUSINESS PRACTICES 
While many U.S. businesses successfully do 
business internationally, a minority experi-
ence problems. To reduce the number of 
U.S. businesses experiencing such prob-
lems, the following “red flags” warrant 
caution and more thorough partner and/or transac-
tion due diligence. 
 

� Unfamiliarity with the product application. 
� Limited details or unwillingness to provide informa-

tion on the project in which the materials will be 
applied or the end user. 

� Discrepancies on business cards that cannot be 
clarified. 

� Incomplete information on the purpose of the 
‘fees’ outlined in the contract 

� Inability to specifically explain the regulations or 
government entities that are allegedly imposing 
certain fees. 

� Offers to sell certain internal government informa-
tion or sensitive commercial information 

� Rented cell phones. 
� Location of office space in residential areas. 
� Less than one year of operation history with very 

young leadership. 
� Insistence on advance payment to the foreign 

entity prior to concluding contract. 
� Unusually large product volume or urgency to 

purchase. 
� Requests for an invitation letter to visit the U.S. fa-

cility prior to any substantive communication 
about purchase terms or exchange of company 
background information. 

 

Other Red Flag indicators provided by the Bureau of 
Industry and Security can be viewed at:  
http://www.bis.doc.gov/enforcement/redflags.htm 

COMMERCIAL NEWS USA (CNUSA) 
The May-June 2009 issue of “Commercial New USA,” 
will feature the Exporter of the Year Awards, Business 
Services, Hotel/Restaurant Food Processing, and In-
formation Technology. Deadlines for the edition are 
March 6 for space, and March 16 for materials. For 
more information visit: http://thinkglobal.us/. 

http://www.buyusa.gov/mexico/en/industry_best_prospect.html
mailto:CommodityClassifications@bis.doc.gov
http://www.export.gov/articles/mb_libya.asp
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STAFF DIRECTORY 

 

Duaine Priestley, Director 
Duaine.priestley@mail.doc.gov  713-209-3105 

Danielle Caltabiano, Trade Specialist 
Dcaltabiano@mail.doc.gov  713-209-3110 

Nyamusi Igambi, Senior Trade Specialist 
Nyamusi.igambi@mail.doc.gov  713-209-3112 

Brendan Kelly, Senior Trade Specialist 
bkelly@mail.doc.gov  713-209-3113 

Pam Plagens, Senior Trade Specialist 
Pam.plagens@mail.doc.gov  713-209-3106 

Alan Richel, Senior Trade Specialist 
arichel@mail.doc.gov  713-209-3123 

Note:  The U.S. Government does not endorse products or compa-
nies, and assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of data con-
tained herein, or for the success or failure of any business transac-
tion resulting from opportunities listed in this publication.  If you 
would like to be removed from this mailing list, please contact the 
Houston Office. 

EVENTS 

EXPORT ACADEMY - WINTER 2009 SESSION 
The program sponsored by the Houston Community 
College and CS Houston features courses taught in 
a “hands-on” approach and geared specifically to 
small-to-medium enterprises (SME).  Upcoming ses-
sion are: 
March 11   Global Management & Marketing II  
March 25  Global Management & Marketing III 
April 1   Supply Chain Management & Logistics I 
April 15   Supply Chain Management & Logistics I 
May 6   Legal & Regulatory Compliance 
May 20   Trade & Finance Payments 
Cost per session: $99.  Locations:  HCC-5601 West 
Loop South Campus.  For details, see  
http://www.exportacademy.org/ or contact 
Deanna Teal at deanna.teel@hccs.edu. 

TEXAS TRADE LOGISTICS FORUM 
South Padre Island, Texas 
February 26 
Participants will receive the latest information on U.S. 
Customs programs and private sector solutions that 
are designed to move products across borders safely 
and efficiently. Industry experts will discuss trends and 
challenges of shipping by truck, rail, or seaport and 
introduce the freight shuttle concept, a futuristic 
transportation alternative. Special focus will be given 
to cross-border trade with Mexico and the potential 
impact of rising fuel costs and infrastructure changes. 
Learn more: http://www.buyusa.gov/southtexas/
tradelogisticsforum.html. 

OPENING THE MEXICAN ECONOMY 
World Affairs Council of Houston 
February 27 
Presenter: Eduardo Perez Motta, Chair-
man of the Federal Competition Com-
mission of Mexico 
Register online at www.wachouston.org or email 

2009 ASIA SOCIETY - ANNUAL CORPORATE CONFERENCE 
US–CHINA: FACING COMMON  
CHALLENGES, SHAPING A SHARED FUTURE 
February 26 
Intercontinental Hotel Houston 
Cost: $100 member/$150 non-member.  For details 
see www.asiasociety.org/visit/texas/conference. 

GLOBAL BUSINESSES: MANAGING IN TURBULENT TIMES 
Hotel Granduca, Houston 
February 27 
Sponsored by the Galleria Chamber of Commerce, 
speakers include Eduardo Nunez - Global Procure-
ment, ExxonMobil and Bob Gray - International Legal 
Practices, Mayer Brown.  Moderated by Houston Dis-
trict Export Council’s Co-chair Eddie Goldsberry.  Net-
working begins at 7:30 am.  Continental Breakfast.  
Cost:  $25.00 Galleria Chamber members/$30.00 non-
members.  See www.galleriachamber.com. 

EGYPT: THE AMBASSADOR’S PERSPECTIVE  
A CONVERSATION WITH HIS EXCELLENCY SAMEH SHOUKRY,  
AMBASSADOR OF EGYPT TO THE U.S. 
Intercontinental Hotel, Houston 
February 25 
This luncheon is sponsored by the Bilateral US-Arab 
Chamber of Commerce.  Cost:  $35.00 Members / 
$55.00 Non-members.  To register: 
www.bilateralchamber.org.     

ASIA PACIFIC BUSINESS OUTLOOK CONFERENCE 09 
University of Southern California, Los Angeles 
April 6-7 
It is a rare opportunity for U.S. exporters to meet with 
fourteen senior commercial officers (SCOs) from 
throughout the Asia Pacific region, India and Mexico 
at one venue, available in small group workshops 
and for private one-on-one consultations.  Cost:  $575 
or $825 after March 13.  See  
http://www.buyusa.gov/utah/apbo2009.html. 
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Las Vegas Convention Center 
Feb. 25-27 
The U.S. Commercial Service's Energy Team will par-
ticipate in RETECH 2009 (www.retech2009.com), ex-
pected to be the largest all-renewables gathering in 
the U.S. this year.  

MARKET  RESEARCH 

KUWAIT: MFL IN-LINE INSPECTION 
Seeking company for MFL In-line Inspection (ILI) of 
Pipelines Services.  For details, contact our office. 

CHINA: PHOTOVOLTAIC EQUIPMENT & MATERIALS    
SUPPLIER EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES  
March 3, 5:00pm-6:15 pm Central Time 
This live Internet briefing will focus on US-made solar 
panel equipment being sold into China and expec-
tations for future growth.  Fee: $40.  Register: 
www.buyusa.gov/asianow/chinasolar_webinar.html. 

ENERGY EVENTS 

2009 COAL/MINING INDUSTRY WEBINAR SERIES 
In this series, U.S. participants will gain an understand-
ing of opportunities and discover successful market 
entry strategies. 
 

Schedule: 

SOUTH AFRICA February 21 8:00 am Central 
AUSTRALIA/PHILLIPINES   April 8 5:30 pm Central 
VIETNAM June 10 8:30 am Central 
 

Cost for each:  $35.  For details, see http://
www.buyusa.gov/pittsburgh/coalwebinars2009.html.  

MIDDLE EAST OIL & GAS SHOW (MEOS) 
Bahrain International Exhibition Center 
March 16-18 
Commercial Service Dhahran in coordination with US 
Embassy Bahrain is organizing a catalog show at 
MEOS 2009, an excellent opportunity to showcase 
upstream applications and technologies in the oil 
and gas industry. Cost: $ 200 and 15 copies of your 
catalog.  To participate, contact our office. 

THE 9TH ANNUAL SPRING EXECUTIVE PROGRAM:  
NEW ERA IN OIL, GAS & POWER VALUE CREATION 
Federal Reserve Conference Center-Houston, TX 
May 11-19 
Register before March 15 and save $500. Cost: $4950.  
See www.beg.utexas.edu/energyecon/new-era/. 

RENEWABLE ENERGY EMARKET EXPRESS - WINTER 09  
To access CS-produced market research in renew-
able energy please visit the Winter 09 edition of the 
Renewable Energy eMarket Express at 
www.buyusa.gov/eme/renewable.html. 
 

Below is a list of recently produced CS Market re-
search.  To obtain a copy, visit our market research 
library at www.export.gov/mrktresearch or contact 
our office. 
� Canada: Producing Coal Mines 
� Brazil’s Petrobras to Invest US$174 billion from’09-13 
� $700 Million Millennium Challenge for Morocco 
� Australia: Oil and Gas Production 
� Egypt: Mining Industry 
� Greece: LNG Underground Storage Facilities Pro-

ject in Northern Greece 
� Ukraine Power & Energy Sector 
� Georgia Power & Energy Sector 
� Ecuador Energy Sector January 2009 Update 

WEBINARS 

OIL & GAS ASIA (OGA 2009) 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
June 10-12 
1,000 companies from 50 countries are expected to 
exhibit with 22,000 attendees.  There will be a US pa-
vilion and CS Malaysia is recruiting US firms for a prod-
uct literature center.  Interested firms please contact 
CS Malaysia Desmond Cheng (Tel: +60 3 2168-4868 or 
desmond.cheng@mail.doc.gov). 

AMERICA’S ENERGY FUTURE:   
ASSESSING OUR PATHS TO ENERGY SECURITY 
George R. Brown Convention Center, Houston, TX 
March 24 
Sponsored by Opportunity Houston and the Greater 
Houston Partnership.   
� High-level energy symposium and exhibition with 

world-renowned presenters featuring leading en-
ergy suppliers, technologies and innovations. 

� More than 500 senior-level business executives, en-
ergy experts, public policy leaders and elected 
officials in attendance. 

Cost:  $325 GHP members / $475 non-members.  For 
details, see http://www.americasenergycity.com/. 

PORTUGAL: WASTE-TO-ENERGY PLANTS 
Seeking U.S. companies to develop 2 industrial Waste- 
to-Energy projects using fluidized bed technology. For 
information, email: pedro.ferreira@mail.doc.gov. 

http://www.retech2009.com
http://www.buyusa.gov/asianow/chinasolar_webinar.html
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