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Meeting Minutes
In Attendance:

Cincinnati  SubChapter

Columbus SubChapter

Dayton SubChapter

Marcia Brandstadt

Roberta Ford


Deborah Dirr

Penny Toschlog


Tony Huckeby


Tom Norwalk

Mike Klembara


Sharon Doherty


Nancy Downey

Charles Gabbour


Kari Garnes


Barbara Boaz

Paul Allaer


Gregg Frazier


Gary Hiles

Carlos Sosa






Kathy Marshalek

Joe Dehner






Harry Bossey

Harvey Cohen

Lucy Mann (Business Courier)
Ambassador Angelos Pangratis, Deputy Head of European Union Delegation to the United-States
Ambassador Angelos Pangratis, Deputy Head of European Union Delegation to the United-States, spoke to the Southern Ohio District Export Council (SODEC) on regulatory forums developed to  which have been created to help improve difficulties/problems that businesses are having with international trade to Europe. He suggests that companies send notice of issues to him so that he can work on them. Harry Bossey has contact information for ITAC group. 
SODEC Chair, Joe Dehner remarked that clients are unsure about signing up for “Safe Harbour”, due to not understanding the process, and asked the Ambassador for suggestions to give to clients. The Ambassador agreed that this is a top issue due to security, and that there is a group working intensively on this area.  Their aim is to create joint principals that all can agree on. 
SODEC Subchapter Reports: Planned Activities/Events 2008
Cincinnati – Marcia Brandstadt 

· May 29 U.S. Commerce Secretary, Carlos Gutierrez will be speaking at the USA Regional Chamber of Commerce.

· June 13 Eurasia, will be driven by the USA Regional Chamber of Commerce.  If interested, call/contact Marcia for agenda.

· June 24 NAFTA, Janice Corbett, Canadian Commercial Counselor, will offer one-on-one company meetings following event. 
· August 22 Hispanic Chamber & Frost Brown & Todd sponsoring, Panama Event featuring SCO, Nicholas Kuchova.
· October 29 3rd Annual Xavier/SODEC International Trade Conference. U.S. Commercial Service – Cincinnati’s main focus is this annual event, however, we can assist/co-sponsor other events.  In 2007 there were 170 attendees – hoping for 300 at this event. Goal is to get with Xavier to be able to announce program for next year. Charles Gabbour willing to work on sending letter to SME’s to get them to attend.

Columbus – Roberta Ford
· May 22 Logistics Seminar
· June 5 OSU Roadmap Language Committee, summit will be held in Columbus. Charles Gabbour has volunteered to assist.
Dayton – Debbie Dirr
· June 5 Slovenia: The Economic Front-Runner of the Newest European Union Countries, sponsored by EMTEC. 
· August 28 U.S. Manufacturing in the 21st Century: Playbook for Competing Globally. Will be promoted by Dayton, Columbus and Cincinnati. 
Treasury Report & Budget Approval   

· Budget approved by all in attendance

· After cost recovery distribution, how should SODEC spend $10,000 in funds?  Suggestions: Internships, Education event, and  ______?_______ . 
· Please call U.S. Commercial Service Cincinnati for copy of Treasury Report (513) 684-2944

Legislative Outreach – Tom Norwalk
· Mention of joint NODEC/SODEC All – Hands meeting for state of Ohio suggested by Michael Miller, Director Great Lakes Region, U.S. Commercial Service.  Possible reception for manufacturing event on evening before?
· Congressional and senatorial visits in 2d half of 2008
Columbus: Already visited Hobson’s Lancaster office
Columbus: Plans to visit Wilson’s Bridgeport office (June 10-11)
· Individual efforts to promote exports
· Advance trade agenda to favor exports

Vote for Ex Officio Members 

Economic development partners for joint outreach & event coordination – Organizations who are currently partnering with us (or are planning to):  Approved by all in attendance. 
Xavier University
University of Cincinnati

NKU Int’l Business Ctr

Wright State University

European American Chamber 
Greater Cincinnati Chinese Chamber
Hispanic Chamber Cincinnati USA

Miami Valley Int’l Trade Association
Clermont County Economic Development
Next stated All-Hands SODEC Meeting – September
SODEC All-Hands Meeting


Wednesday, May 21 · 9:30am-11:30am · Thompson Hine Offices


Cincinnati · Columbus · Dayton











