End-of-Show Report

MIPIM 2004

March 8-11, 2004

Cannes, France
Summary:  

As part of the Tourism Infrastructure Sub sector of the Showcase Europe Program, CS Portugal Coordinators Greg Taevs and Ana Paula Vila promoted the MIPIM-The International Property Market (Marche International des Professionnels de l'Immobilier), which was held in Cannes, France on March 9-12, 2004.  Posts that participated included Belgium, Croatia, Greece, Italy and Portugal.  A Showcase meeting and training was held on the 9th and a meeting with Mipim Organizers on March 11th.  

CS Training:

CS Lisbon promoted MIPIM among Showcase posts and related teams and was able to gather 5 countries: Belgium, Croatia, Greece, Italy and Portugal to participate.  On March 9th we held sub-sector/best-practice training for the countries present.  The Topics covered were: 

· Selecting the right event

· Identifying local infrastructure projects

· Which are the teams that are willing to help-work with us

· Shows you have visited and are important

· Major US players in the infrastructure

· How to make the links between US and local companies

· Increasing tourism infrastructure export successes

Everyone concurred that the Infrastructure is an emerging sector for many of the eastern countries and these should be active participants in this kind of event.  It was also mentioned that trade missions in this sector are of utmost importance.  
Sector coordinator Taevs does not see the need for heavy reporting, but IMIs are recommended to report major projects.  The best way to pass information on major tourism infrastructure projects is to do mass mailings to selected U.S. companies.  

There is an urgent need to populate ATI with major U.S. companies and associations that cover the Tourism Infrastructure areas:

· Resort Development

· Convention Business

· Waterfront Development

· Golf Course Design

· Historic Sites Preservation

· Museum Development

· Winter Sports Facilities

· Alternative Tourism

Our meeting with MIPIM Organizers:

All CS participants had a meeting with the MIPIM organizers and talked about the possibility of organizing a USA Pavilion for next year and possibly having a Commercial Service “booth” where Showtime could be held.  MIPIM organizers thought that was a good possibility although, presently, there is strong competition among US exhibitors/participants.  After CS participant’s meetings with many of the US exhibitors, we felt that they all agreed that having a US Pavilion could give U.S. firms more visibility as a country.  

MIPIM requested that we cooperate in arranging more U.S. exhibitors for 2005 and in return they will supply free registration for all CS participants. Each registration fee is around € 1,500.  They have agreed that if the group becomes larger they will still host all registrations for CS participants.

The MIPIM Show:

The tourism infrastructure areas (mentioned above) were covered at the MIPIM both on the U.S. and local companies' side.   During the Show, CS representatives of all five countries visited the 215 U.S. companies participating at the Show and also made important contacts with their local companies.  Participating CS countries and their local companies participants were:

Belgium:  294 companies

Croatia: 4 companies

Greece: 34 companies

Italy: 368 companies

Portugal: 82 companies

Regional Coordinators Gregory Taevs and Ana Paula Vila concluded that this is an important show for the Tourism Infrastructure sector since both U.S. and foreign major players in the tourism infrastructure sector were present.  

Conclusion:  

For 2005 MIPIM will be the best Tier I show for the Tourism Infrastructure sub sector and it is a show that the Architectural/Construction/Engineering group should look at for mission catalog shows, etc.  CS Portugal will look at other major shows to locate all shows that cover infrastructure and select the one he deems most appropriate.

