EBRD – Bulgaria – Power and Energy – Assistance to Bulgarian Forest Sector Reform
INTRODUCTION

The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) has announced the following procurement opportunity:

GENERAL PROCUREMENT NOTICE
This Invitation for Tenders follows the General Procurement Notice for this project which was published in EBRD website, on 02.10.2008. 
PROJECT DEADLINE

20 Oct 2008 at 16:00, Sofia time.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Project name
Assistance to Bulgarian Forest Sector Reform

Country
Bulgaria

Business sector
 Forestry and Logging

Project ID
24505

Funding source 
Government of Austria

Type of contract 
Consultancy Services

Type of notice
Invitation for Expressions of Interest

Issue date
2 Oct 2008

Closing date
20 Oct 2008 at 16:00, Sofia time.

Bulgaria has a relatively developed wood processing industry, which employs tens of thousand of people. However, the forestry sector remains one of the least reformed sectors of the Bulgarian economy. Supported by the Council of Ministers, the Bulgarian State Forestry Agency (the "Client") is preparing a package of reforms for the country's forestry sector. To assist with these reforms the Client intends to engage a consultant to prepare a comprehensive study (the "study") on the Bulgarian Forestry Sector (the "sector").

This study will be the first of its scope in Bulgaria, as it will cover the whole sector in detail. The ultimate objective of the study is to establish an outline of opportunities for the further development of the Bulgarian Forest Sector based on sustainable forest management, through an in-depth analysis of the sector over the last 10 years in its multitude of aspects and responsibilities and its achievements in ecologic, economic and social development. The study will draw upon the results of other relevant development work carried out in this sector by various agencies, including the World Bank as well as the Bulgarian government.

The selected consultant will be expected to carry out the major part of the work in Bulgaria and to coordinate with other relevant interested parties. The Client is expected to provide local experts to assist in data collection and logistical support.

The study will include a comprehensive audit of the forestry sector and up-to-date data on the resources, and will require an action plan identifying the issues impeding the sector's development and proposing a list of priority measures.

Assignment Start Date and Duration: It is anticipated that the assignment will start in November 2008 and will take approximately four months to complete.

Maximum Budget available for the Assignment: EUR 195,200; Exclusive of VAT.

The Consultant must determine whether any indirect taxes/VAT are chargeable on the proposed services and state the basis for such determination in the expression of interest. If any indirect taxes/VAT are payable, the Client (the Executing Agency) will have to pay indirect taxes/VAT element to the services directly to the consultant unless otherwise agreed.

Funding Source: Funding for this assignment will be provided by the Government of Austria.

Eligibility: The consultancy firms must be registered in Austria and the experts proposed must be citizens or permanent residents of Austria. However, up to a maximum of 25% of the total funds may be used to finance services of local Bulgarian experts or consultancy firms; the experts provided by Bulgarian firms must be Bulgarian nationals.

Consultant Profile: The consultant will be a firm with extensive experience in the forest and forestry industries as well as experience in the region. In addition, tasks under the assignment will require inter alia expertise in the fields of financial analysis and human resource.

Submission Requirements: Interested firms are hereby invited to submit expressions of interest.

In order to determine the capability and experience of firms seeking to be shortlisted, the information submitted should include the following:

• company profile, organisation and staffing;

• details of experience or similar assignments undertaken in the previous five years, including their locations;

• CVs of staff who could be available to work on the assignment.

The above information should not exceed 20 pages, excluding CVs.

One original and three copies of the above information in English should be submitted by post to the Executing Agency in an envelope marked "Expression of Interest for the Assistance to Bulgarian Forest Sector Reform", to reach the Executing Agency no later than 16:00 hours on 20 October2008. Alternatively, respondents can submit an Expression of Interest via email, to reach the Executing Agency by the same closing date and time.

The Executing Agency: The State Forest Administration

Contact Person: Dipl.eng. Nikolai Vasilev – Senior expert "International cooperation"

State Forestry Agency

55 Hr. Botev Blvd

1040, Sofia, Bulgaria

Tel: 00 359 2 985 11 525

Fax: 00 359 2 981 37 36

Email: n_vasilev@dag.bg

An electronic copy, in English, should be submitted to the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development ("EBRD") by the same closing date:

The EBRD’s Contact Person: William Power

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

One Exchange Square, London EC2A 2JN, UK

Tel: + 44 20 7338 6409, Fax: +44 20 7338 7451

E-mail: powerw@ebrd.com

Note: Selection and contracting will normally be made from responses to this notification. The consultant will be selected from a shortlist.
