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1. Message from Director George Martinez

We begin 2004 with high expectations for U.S. exports. As the world economy is poised to grow
by 4% and the U.S. dollar remains low, now is the best time for U.S. exporters to seek new
markets, such as the countries of the Middle East. These countries offer terrific markets for a
wide variety of U.S. products. This edition features projects such as the Access Mediterranean
Program (AEM) and offers access to market research reports designed to help U.S. companies
gain a foothold in new Middle Eastern markets. I urge you to participate in our projects and ask
us for important market research reports on a variety of sectors in the Middle East to grow your
export sales.

2. New Program Offers Export Opportunities in the Eastern Mediterranean Region

The countries in the Eastern Mediterranean are growing markets for a variety of products. Our
offices in Egypt, Israel, Turkey, Jordan, Lebanon, and West Bank/Gaza are offering an
innovative project called the Access Eastern Mediterranean Program. (AEM) This program
gives you maximum exposure in the Middle Eastern markets. The promotion events target each
of five Best Prospect industries.



Environmental/Water Technologies, March 2004

Building & Construction Products and Services, April-June 2004
Energy (Oil & Gas and Electricity), May 2004

Healthcare Products and Services, June 2004

Information & Communications Technologies (ICT) June 2004

Your products/services will be promoted as follows:

- Your products/services are featured on our AEM website.

- Commercial Specialists promote your products to hundreds of local targeted contacts.
- Your responses are tracked and you will receive results reports.

- Some events include Catalog Show booths at local industry trades shows.

For further details, see http:// www.buyusa.gov/easternmed and call 727-893-3738.

3. Leading Sectors in the Middle East

At the start of 2004, there is tremendous opportunity for business expansion in the Middle East.
An analysis of the leading sectors of the economies in Bahrain, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait,
Lebanon, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, the UAE, and shows that the fastest-growing demand is
currently in the following sectors:

-- Medical Supplies and Equipment -- Construction and Port Development
-- Telecommunication Equipment and Services -- Information Technology

-- Electric Power Systems -- Education

-- Automotive Services and Parts -- Franchising

-- Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Equipment
-- Pharmaceutical Products

Source: U.S. Commercial Service Country Commercial Guides. For copies of these reports, see
www.export.gov/cs or call 727-893-3738.

4. The Recovering Global Economy

Although economic growth around the world hasn’t been stable in recent months, the overall
global economic outlook at the beginning of 2004 is much better than it has been during the past
two years. While Latin America and Europe are still experiencing very slow growth, the US,
Japan and Asia are experiencing moderately stronger growth. The economies of China, Central-
Eastern Europe and Russia are growing even faster, at approximately five percent for the region
as a whole.

Some economists are concerned that the US’s steadily growing current account deficit represents
a global overdependence on the US economy, which could prove to be unsustainable. Most
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global economic indicators, however, are positive, including the improved fiscal and monetary
policies and increased trade of many developing nations.

In spite of ongoing fears of possible terrorist attacks, the geopolitical environment is calmer now
than it was two years ago, which has spurred business growth throughout the world. Emerging
economies have benefited from decreased financial risk, which has led to easier credit borrowing
at low rates. Inflation has also decreased, while deflation is a problem restricted to a few areas
such as China and Japan.

Source: Export America “Global Economic Recovery” by John Jelacic. Jan 2004. Vol 5, Num 1.

5. New Shippers’ Export Declaration Form Required

The U.S. Census Bureau has announced amendments to the Foreign Trade Statistics Regulations
(FTSR). In addition to requiring mandatory filing for items on the Commodity Country List
(CCL) and the U.S. Munitions List (USML), the final rule adds to the paper Shipper's Export
Declaration (SED) the requirement to enter the freight forwarder's Employer Identification
Number (EIN) when required. This requirement applies to filers who are not required to file
through AES and who choose to file a paper SED rather than filing voluntarily through AES.
This rule was implemented on October 18, 2003. The new SED form (Form 7525-V, dated 7-
18-2003) is now available to the trade at www.census.gov/foreign-trade/regulations/forms.

To facilitate the transition to a new U.S. Census Bureau (Census Bureau) form, all U.S. Customs
and Border Protection (CBP) ports will accept both old and new versions of the SED through
January 17, 2004. Starting on January 18, 2004, only the new Form 7525-V Shippers Export
Declaration will be accepted by CBP. Any previous versions of the SED tendered on or after
January 18, 2004, will be rejected and the exporter will be advised of their failure to submit an
SED.

6. Americas Linkage 2004 — Latin American and Caribbean Missions March-May 2004

The Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce (GMCC) will conduct the Americas Linkage 2004
missions to 15 cities throughout Latin America and the Caribbean from March 22 — May 28,
2004. Americas Linkage is designated for FLORIDA SERVICE FIRMS interested in
exporting to the region.

The goal of the Americas Linkage Program is to facilitate business between executives from
Florida, Latin America, and the Caribbean through a series of missions to and from the regions.

The program in each city will last two days and participants may choose to visit one or more
cities. DAY 1: In-country briefing conducted by U.S. Embassy, group appointments with
chambers of commerce and associations, and networking events. DAY 2: One-on-one business
appointments arranged by the U.S. Commercial Service.

Prior to the outbound missions, the GMCC will hold the Advanced Preparation Workshops
(APW) in Miami, Florida with the Foreign Service Nationals (FSNs) from select U.S.
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Commercial Service posts. The APW will include country-specific presentations/roundtables
and individualized one-on-one appointments with the FSNs.

Americas Linkage is a program of the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce, funded by the
U.S. Department of Commerce and sponsored by American Airlines.

For more information, please visit www.efloridabusiness.com or contact Ana Portocarrero at
(305) 577-5456 or e-mail aportocarrero@greatermiami.com.

7. On-Line Trade Resources

Kompass UK

http://www.kompass.co.uk contains business information on UK purchasers & suppliers. Basic
contact information is free. More comprehensive overviews require a subscription.

Tradezone

http://www.tradezone.com provides international trade business opportunities and World Trade
Plan, free import and export trade leads, famous trade bulletin board, traders web sites, and web
site advertising services.

Worldbid

http://www.worldbid.com is a large source of international trade leads, RFQ, and tender
opportunities from companies and government organizations around the world.

FITA

Federation of International Trade Association's Trade Leads; http://www.fita.org is a
comprehensive list of export and import trade leads from around the world.

U.S. Business Advisor

Find important information on export promotion, trade finance, trade communication and
education, and trade leads at www.business.gov/busadv/maincat.cfm

8. Trade Events Scheduled for the Middle East

Electric Power 2004, March 30 - April 1, 2004, Baltimore, MD.

Contact Joe Ruland (202) 482-3974/ Joseph.Ruland@mail.doc.gov

Appalachian-Turkish Trade Project (ATTP) Business Opportunities in Turkey March 2004
New York City, NY, U.S.A. www.buyusa.gov/turkey/en

International Franchise Expo - Diverse Product Categories Washington, D.C. 4/30-5/2/2004
Contact Sam Dihr: (202) 482-4756 / Sam.Dihr@mail.doc.gov

MEPOL 2004: Management Consulting Services and Security Equipment Catalog Show Feb.
24-26 Sharjah, U.A.E. Contact Anne de Souza 971-4-311- 6111/ anne.desouza@mail.doc.gov
Saudi Communications Trade Fair Feb. 29 — Mar. 4 Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. For more
information, send email to marketing@dhahran-expo.com.

Saudi World Trade Fair Mar. 21-25. Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. For more information, send
email to marketing@dhahran-expo.com.

MEDAX: International Hospital Supply and Medical Technology Trade Fair Tel Aviv
March 2-5 Contact George Martinez (727)893-7378/ George.Martinez@mail.doc.gov
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4th. International Security, Automation, Telecommunication Fair Ankara, Turkey

March 27-30. Contact Inci Ciloglu [90] (212) 251-1651/ Inci.Ciloglu@mail.doc.gov
HORECA Hotel & Catering Trade Show April 27-30 Beirut, Lebanon.

For more information contact George Martinez (727)893-7378/ George.Martinez(@mail.doc.gov
International Franchise Expo — Kuwait City, Kuwait. April 29 — May 2

Contact Kamal Zaher (965) 539-5307 Ext. 2506/ kamal.zaher@mail.doc.gov

CARD - EX 2004 (The Middle East & Africa Card Technology Exhibition & Conference)
Nasr City, Cairo April 6 — 8 2004 www.cicc.egnet.net.

ITU Telecom Africa 2004 - ITU'S 6" INT'L TELECOMMUNCIATION EXH & FORUM
May 3 — 8 Contact Mokhtar El Sawi Tel: 20-2-263-4632/37/73 www.cicc.egnet.net
Furniture Catalog Show Jerusalem May 18-20

Contact Assad Barsoum 972-2-625-4742/ assad.barsoum@mail.doc.gov

Gulf Beauty - Beauty Products Trade Fair Dubai, U.A.E. May 24-26

Contact Don Huber (202) 482-2525/ Don.Huber@mail.doc.gov

Bahrain Fair: Tourism & Commercial Exhibition Manama, Bahrain. May 26 — June 5
Contact George Martinez (727) 893-7378/ George.Martinez@mail.doc.gov

COMPUTAX: International Exhibition on Computer Systems, Hardware & Software Tel
Aviv June 15-17. Contact George Martinez (727)893-7378/ George.Martinez@mail.doc.gov

9. Upcoming National and International Events

National:

National Manufacturing Week Chicago, IL, Feb. 23-26

Over 35,000 attendees and 1,500 exhibitors are expected to attend this trade show. Senior
Commercial Officers from the ANESA and EAP regions will use roundtables and one-on-one
counseling to discuss the manufacturing sector’s opportunities for exporting to their host
countries. Exhibitors and visitors to the show who want to register for one-on-one appointments
will be able to do so by accessing the following website: http://www.buyusa.gov/eme/nmw.html.
Or for more details, visit www.manufacturingweek.com or contact
Sandra.Campbell@mail.doc.gov or George.Martinez@mail.doc.gov.

National Association of Broadcasting (NAB) 2004- Broadcasting, Audio, Visual, and Film
Production Trade Mission Las Vegas, Nevada 04/18/2004 - 04/21/2004

Contact Miguel Olivares (202) 482-4918/ Miguel.Olivares@mail.doc.gov

Water Quality Association 30th Annual Convention and Exhibition Baltimore, Maryland
3/16 - 3/20/2004 Contact Mark Wells (202) 482-0904 / Mark. Wells@mail.doc.gov

International:

Globe 2004 — Environmental Trade Fair Vancouver, Canada March 31 — April 2

Contact Elizabeth Ausberry: (202) 482-4908 / Elizabeth. Ausberry(@mail.doc.gov

Medicare India 2004 -- Medical Services/Equipment Trade Fair New Delhi, India Apr. 6-8
Contact Elizabeth Ausberry (202) 482-4908/ Elizabeth. Ausberry@mail.doc.gov
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DSA 2004 - Defense Technology/Products/Services Trade Fair Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
April 12-15 Contact William Corfitzen (202) 482-0584/ William.Corfitzen@mail.doc.gov
Food & Hotel Asia (FHA) 2004 - Food Services/Equipment Trade Fair Singapore

April 20-23 Contact Frances Lee (202) 482-1650/ Frances.Lee@mail.doc.gov

Expomin 2004 — Premier Latin American Mining Exhibition Santiago, Chile April 20-24
Contact Matthew Wright (202)482-2567/ Matthew. Wright@mail.doc.gov.

Surf Beach Show 2004 — Beach, Surf, Leisure Wear Trade Show Sao Paolo, Brazil June 1
Contact Denise Barbosa +55-11-3897-4053/ Denise.Barbosa@mail.doc.gov

Hospitalar 2004 — Medical Products and Services Trade Show Sao Paolo, Brazil June 1-4
Contact Jefferson Oliveria +55-11-3897-4038/ Jefferson.Oliveira@mail.doc.gov.

You received this e-newsletter as part of a promotion of the U.S. Dept. of Commerce. If you do not wish to receive
this e-newsletter, please reply to this message with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.

Published by: Tampa Bay Export Assistance Center
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