“STUDY NEW YORK” Brainstorming Session, September 12, 2008
Meeting Summary

The September 12 meeting, held at the East Campus of the University at Albany, attracted nearly 50 people from more than 30 institutions of higher education throughout the state.  After a day of presentations and brainstorming, the group agreed to launch Study NY in early November, in conjunction with the NAFSA Region X Conference in Brooklyn.  It was agreed that a letter would be sent to college and university presidents throughout the state, and that copies would be provided to enrollment offices as well as international education offices on campuses.

Consortium Structure:  All attendees at the September meeting were provided with a draft copy of bylaws (available at http://www.buyusa.gov/westchester/studynewyork.html) for a statewide consortium. These bylaws will be subject to revision and ratification by the consortium when it is constituted.  The structure is that of a member organization.  Members will be campus representatives.  The members will be assisted by the US Department of Commerce as well as the NYS Department of Economic Development.  In addition, coordination will be provided by the central offices of CUNY, SUNY and CICU.

Purpose:  The consortium will develop tools, materials and activities aimed at making NYS the premier destination for international students.  Other countries, states and localities have taken a unified approach to international recruitment, several examples of which were shown and discussed. A list of all state consortia can be found at: http://www.buyusa.gov/westchester/studynewyork.html.

 As undergraduate enrollment begins to wane in NYS, this effort is particularly important.  

Approach:  Show the diversity of NYS and its varied regions, as well as broad range of institutions.  

Funding:  All state and regional consortia, with the exception of Texas, are membership due supported.  The membership will decide on the appropriate level for dues, and once constituted, the consortium will seek public and private external assistance from corporate sponsors as well as the state and federal governments.  

Tools, materials, activities:

Print materials

Hosting of delegations of international advisers or university representatives

Conducting delegation visits overseas 
Web presence

Desired website features/characteristics: 

Good web presence, highly visible, easily “google-able”, attractive

Show interactive maps, photos of various regions

Local cultural and recreational activities throughout the state 

Direct links to member schools

Incorporate useful tools and information including US visa processes and applications, 

Easily accessible from a variety of computers (low tech options) 

Video testimonials from students, alumni and faculty in several languages 

Other language blogs

Links to NYS economic development prospects

Easy search tools

