[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


       


 

    

[image: image3.png]M AG Ic August 28 - 31, 2006
Las Vegas, Nevada

THE BUSINESS OF FASHION



[image: image4.png]Us.
COMMERCIAL
SERVICE

United Sates of America
Devartment of Commerce



[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.png]!





[image: image8.png]



[image: image9.png]


[image: image10.png]






Global Textile & Apparel Team Seminar Presenters and Coordinators at MAGIC

















For additional information on The Global Textile & Apparel Team or any articles in this newsletter, contact:





John Schmonsees, Team Leader:  Tel: 336.333.5345, Fax: 336.333.5158, Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:John.Schmonsees@mail.doc.gov" ��John.Schmonsees@mail.doc.gov�


Debbie Strader, Co-Editor:  Tel: 919.281.2751, Fax: 919.281.2754, Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Debbie.Strader@mail.doc.gov" ��Debbie.Strader@mail.doc.gov�


Jayne Woodward, Co-Editor:  Tel: 803.253.3612, Fax: 803.253.3614, Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Jayne.Woodward@mail.doc.gov" ��Jayne.Woodward@mail.doc.gov�








Make Plans Now to Attend Team Seminars… 




















The Magic Marketplace, the largest, best known and most comprehensive fashion industry trade event in the world, provides men’s, women’s and children’s clothing and accessory manufacturers the unique opportunity to showcase over 3,300 companies, 5,000 brands, 20,000 product lines to more than 100,000 attendees from 80 countries.  Magic’s attendees represent nearly 70% of the apparel business in the United States.  Magic consists of four concurrent running events:  Magic (Men’s); WWDMagic (Women’s), Magic Kids (Children’s) and sourcing at Magic (Apparel production, sourcing, fabric, trim and services.





The Global Textile and Apparel team of the U.S. Department of Commerce will present trade seminars at The Magic Marketplace, Summer 2006.  The Global Team Trade Education Seminars are offered free of charge to all Magic exhibitors and registrants.  The International Trade business topics will range from presentations on free trade agreements to identifying and qualifying overseas sales agents.  For information and to register for the team seminars at Magic Summer 2006, go to www.magiconline.com or contact Kristin Houston at � HYPERLINK "mailto:kristin.houston@mail.doc.gov" ��kristin.houston@mail.doc.gov�.  





Magic Summer 2006 has been selected to participate in the U.S. Department of Commerce's International Buyer Program (IBP), which brings thousands of international buyers together each year to meet with U.S. companies at major trade shows in the United States.  The Global Textile and Apparel Team will partner with the International Buyer Program and offer a special Showtime/Matchmaker at Magic Marketplace Summer 2006.  This will be an opportunity for Magic exhibitors to meet qualified and prospective buyers face-to-face.  All appointments are confirmed and meetings will take place at the IBP International Space.  For information and registration contact Leticia Arias at � HYPERLINK "mailto:leticia.arias@mail.doc.gov" ��leticia.arias@mail.doc.gov�, or Jennifer Harrington at � HYPERLINK "mailto:jennifer.harrington@mail.doc.gov" ��jennifer.harrington@mail.doc.gov�.  For more information on the International Buyer Program, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov/comm_svc/intl_buyer_program.html" ��http://www.export.gov/comm_svc/intl_buyer_program.html�.





The EU Regulation Outlining 14% Retaliatory Tariffs on Certain Imported US Goods will be Withdrawn – On May 11, the US Congress voted to repeal the FSC grandfathering benefits for sales contracts which was the EU's primary impetus for initiating the tariffs.  The Commission will now suspend these additional customs duties.  Timing of a repeal is unclear but if duties are collected beginning May 16, it is our understanding that they will be retroactively refunded once the new regulation is enacted. The Directorate General of Trade posted the following statement to its web site this morning:  "The European Union has warmly welcomed the repeal by the US Congress of WTO incompatible tax breaks for US companies contained in the Jobs Act. The US has today repealed the tax benefits as part of wider tax legislation. The EU welcomes the constructive work of the USTR’s office and Chairman Bill Thomas and Chairman Charles Grassley in removing the measures from US law.


EU Trade Commissioner Peter Mandelson said: "I welcome the constructive line taken by the US, in particular by USTR Rob Portman and USTR-designate Susan Schwab and by Chairman Thomas and Chairman Grassley. This decision also creates a positive atmosphere for the EU-US Summit in June."





The US decision contributes to a positive atmosphere in the EU-US trade relationship to coincide with the transition to incoming USTR Susan Schwab and as the EU and US prepare for the EU-US Summit in June. The EU, which had been authorized by the WTO to enforce retaliatory measures if the tax benefits were not removed, will now withdraw the reintroduction of sanctions foreseen for May 16.
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The Global Textile and Apparel Team Members:











John Schmonsees*


   Tel:  336.333.5345


Jennifer Harrington**      


   Tel: 202.482.0595





Leticia Arias


   Tel: 310.235.7204


Larry Brill, OTEXA


   Tel: 202.482.1856


Todd DeLelle


   Tel:  202.482.4877


Bobby Hines


   Tel: 213.894.4231


Kristin Houston


   Tel: 949.660.1688, x314


Glenn Jackman


  Tel: 919.733.2829


Mary Lynn Landgraf


   Tel: 202.482.7909


Shirreef Loza


   Tel: 919.281-2752


Linda Martinich


   Tel: 202.482.3588


Patrice Mickens—FSS


   Tel: 803.765.5345


Richard Stetson


   Tel: 202.482.3400


Debbie Strader


  Tel: 919.281.2751


George Thomas


   Tel: 704.333.4886


Rochelle Williams


   Tel. 619.557.5899


Jayne Woodward


   Tel: 803.253-3612


Anastasia Xenias


   Tel: 212.809.2685








*Team Leader


**Deputy Team Leader








� HYPERLINK "http://otexa.ita.doc.gov/" �http://otexa.ita.doc.gov�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov/" �www.export.gov�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ita.doc.gov/tic" �www.ita.doc.gov/tic�
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Off-Price Specialist Trade Shows


The Off-Price Specialist Shows are the premier trade shows for wholesalers and jobbers in the off-price apparel industry.  Since opening their doors in February 1995, the shows have grown dramatically as a result of consumer demand for high-quality apparel at discount prices, and the need for retailers to meet this need by sourcing goods at below-wholesale prices.  The organizers also offer side shows in Miami and New York for regional and local buyers with time constraints who need to shop quickly and easily for key apparel (Men’s, Women and Children’s) lines, spot buys and fill-in’s significantly below wholesale.   The dates and location of the Miami show are July 16 – 18, 2006, at the Sheraton Miami Mart, Miami, FL.  The dates and location of the New York show are October 8-10, 2006 at the Hotel Pennsylvania, 7th Avenue in New York.  For more information, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.offpriceshow.com" ��http://www.offpriceshow.com�.  
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The Global Textile and Apparel Team of the U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. Commercial Service, supports the U.S. textile and apparel industries export initiatives by offering a portfolio of international trade and counseling services. 








Global Textile & Apparel Team Member


Addresses SEAMS Spring Networking Conference





Upcoming Trade Events





DECOCONTRACT, Brussels- Belgium


Date of Event: 09/09/2006-09/12/2006


Products: Contract Hospitality





DECOSIT, Brussels- Belgium


Date of Event: 09/09/2006-09/12/2006


Products: Upholstery Fabrics





INTERNATIONAL HOSPITALITY FORUM, Location: Amman, Jordan


Date of Event: 09/19/2006-09/21/2006


Products: Contract Hospitality





INDEX, Dubai, United Arab Emirates


Date of Event: 11/27/2006-12/01/2006


Products: Contract Hospitality





For more information on any of the above international trade events, go to:


� HYPERLINK "http://web.ita.doc.gov/tacgi/otextshw.nsf/current?OpenView" ��http://web.ita.doc.gov/tacgi/otextshw.nsf/current?OpenView�








Kristin Houston


Orange County USEAC


“Identifying and Qualifying Overseas Sales Agents”





�





Larry Brill, OTEXA


USDOC Headquarters


“The Role of the Office of Textile and Apparel”





Jennifer Harrington, Global Trade Programs, USDOC Headquarters


IBP Coordinator and 


Co-leader


Showtime/Matchmaker





Global Textile & Apparel Team Seminar Presenters and Coordinators at MAGIC 





Leticia Arias


Los Angeles (West) USEAC


Co-leader Showtime/Matchmaker
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Textile & Apparel Team Member Jayne Woodward Addresses SEAMS Spring Networking Conference in Myrtle Beach





Exporting Textiles and Textile Products to the European Union – Frequently Asked Questions – This report was prepared by the U.S. Commercial Service post at the U.S. Mission to the European Union.   It provides answers to questions such as:  What kind of quotas and tariffs does the EU have on textile imports?  What has changed with the end of the WTO Agreement on Textiles and Clothing?  Do I need an import license to export to the EU?  Does the imported textile product have to be labeled?  To request a copy of this seven-page report, send an email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:Office.Columbia@mail.doc.gov" ��Office.Columbia@mail.doc.gov�.





Export.gov Trade Lead Database – The U.S. Government has resources worldwide in Embassies and Consulates that help identify promising leads for U.S. exporters.  The Export.gov Trade Leads Database contains pre-screened, time-sensitive leads and Government Tenders gathered through the U.S. Commercial Service offices around the world.  You can search leads and receive notification when new leads are posted.  To review the trade leads currently posted for apparel, footwear, leather/fur products, textile fabrics, textile machinery/equipment, textile products-made-up, and yarns go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov/industry/apparel/" ��http://www.export.gov/industry/apparel/�.  First time users will be asked to register and obtain a username and password.  There is no charge for accessing the database.








�








Columbia (S.C.) U.S. Export Assistance Center Trade Specialist and Textile & Apparel Team member Jayne Woodward was a featured speaker at the SEAMS Spring Networking Conference held in Myrtle Beach, May 5-7. SEAMS is the National Association for the Sewn Products Industry which is headquartered in Columbia, SC. TS Woodward provided an overview of U.S. Commercial Service programs to 70+ attendees and discussed how the Textile & Apparel Team is interested in assisting their members to initiate or expand export markets. SEAMS, the National Hosiery Association and the Hosiery Technology Center will be exhibiting at the MAGIC Show in Las Vegas in August of this year. The Networking Conference provided an opportunity to discuss further how the Textile & Apparel Team can work with the SEAMS members to prepare them for meeting potential overseas customers at the show.  Plans for an Export Training Session prior to MAGIC are currently being discussed.
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Glenn Jackman joins Global Team





NC State Department of Commerce textile specialist Glenn Jackman is the newest member of the Global Textile and Apparel Team. Jackman brings a wealth of industry experience to the team and will support team efforts to facilitate global sales opportunities for the industry. You can contact Glenn at: � HYPERLINK "mailto:gjackman@nccommerce.com" ��gjackman@nccommerce.com�.











New Global Textile & Apparel Team Member





Team to Support National Hosiery & SEAMS Groups at Magic:








The National Hosiery Association, SEAMS, and the Hosiery Technology Center will collaborate with the Global Team to promote U.S. made products to visiting overseas buyers.  The three groups have combined for their first exhibition at Magic and will have a "store front" exhibit in North Hall. The Technology Center was recently awarded a Commerce grant to facilitate export trade. Team member George Thomas will be the point person to register overseas buyers to meet with manufacturer representatives from these groups. For information contact George Thomas at email: George.Thomas@mail.doc.gov. 
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Team Member George Thomas








