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Brought to you by the NC Export Team:


U.S. Commercial Service: �HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina"�www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina� 


N.C. Department of Commerce: �HYPERLINK "http://www.exportnc.com"�www.exportnc.com�	


N.C. Department of Agriculture: �HYPERLINK "http://www.ncagr.com"�www.ncagr.com�


The Small Business Administration: �HYPERLINK "http://www.sba.gov"�www.sba.gov� 


Small Business and Technology Development Center: �HYPERLINK "http://www.sbtdc.org"�www.sbtdc.org� 
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World Trade Month 


The first World Trade Week was officially proclaimed by President Franklin Roosevelt as a week of national observance to recognize the importance of international commerce to our economy and way of life. 


Today, the symbolism of World Trade Week is more relevant than ever, as more than 70 percent of the world's purchasing power--and 95 percent of its consumers--are outside of the United States, creating opportunity for American businesses and overseas customers alike, while helping people around the world improve their quality of life. The popularity of World Trade Week continues to grow, and in many parts of the world, encompasses the entire month of May, and is celebrated by businesses, associations and governments. 


The arrival of World Trade Month is an opportune time to highlight the benefits of trade to “Main Street” America. "A bed and breakfast that thrives on foreign tourists, a local flower shop that imports Colombian roses, and the neighborhood supermarket are just a few of the many examples of how trade impacts our lives in positive ways," said Commerce Secretary Carlos M. Gutierrez in his 2008 World Trade Week Proclamation. Through its network of offices, Commerce will be supporting many local events across the country to help bring home the positive benefits of trade. 


The U.S. Commerce Department continues to promote free and fair trade, with a special focus this year on Free Trade Agreements. This year’s trade agenda includes the pending Colombia, Korea, and Panama Free Trade Agreements. 





Secrets of Successful Trade Financing


Participate in this unique trade finance one day interactive seminar in Charlotte on May 19 or Raleigh on May 21.  Attendees will gain a clear understanding of how to use trade finance tools to quote more competitive terms and receive payment upon shipment.  Learn how to protect your balance sheet and identify creditworthy prospects.  In partnership with the North Carolina District Export Council and SunTrust Bank this training will be provided by THE AMERICAN EXPORT TRAINING INSTITUTE (AETI), a division of Export Risk Management, Inc.  For over 15 years AETI has been providing this seminar for banks and corporations in the US, Mexico and Canada, for such names as, Bank of America, SunTrust, Lowes, Ingersoll Rand, Edwards Wood Products, PS International, Vooner Vacuum Pump, A.B Carter, Precision Machine Products, Scholl America, Microsoft, Teledine, FMC, Caterpillar, Target, Raython, Goulston Technologies, Atlantic Veneer and Thomasville Furniture.


Who should attend? Anyone responsible for export decisions: CEOs & CFOs, International Sales and Marketing executives, Export Managers, Controllers, Accountants, Finance Officers, and Credit Managers.


For the agenda and registration visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.exportrisk.com/AETI_Agenda.htm" �http://www.exportrisk.com/AETI_Agenda.htm� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.exportrisk.com/Registration_form.htm" �http://www.exportrisk.com/Registration_form.htm�  


For additional information contact: � HYPERLINK "mailto:AETI@Aol.com" �AETI@Aol.com�  or � HYPERLINK "mailto:George.thomas@mail.doc.gov" �George.thomas@mail.doc.gov� at the U.S. Export Assistance Center, Charlotte.





U.S. Department of Commerce Announces Streamlined Fee Schedule for U.S. Companies Seeking Export Assistance


The U.S. Department of Commerce’s U.S. Commercial Service implemented a new user fee schedule on May 1, 2008. The new schedule will improve customer service and enable more U.S. companies, especially small and medium-sized firms, to leverage the Commercial Service’s global network of trade experts to increase sales in markets around the world.


“The U.S. Commercial Service is committed to providing our customers with the best solutions possible,” said Israel Hernandez, Assistant Secretary for Trade Promotion of the Commercial Service (CS). “Under our new fee structure, our customers will now pay the same fees worldwide for a CS standard service, no matter where they do business.”


For a full description of the U.S. Commercial Service new user fee schedule, please visit � HYPERLINK "http://export.gov/articles/user_fees_land.asp" �http://export.gov/articles/user_fees_land.asp� 





Discover what other small North Carolina agribusinesses already know


NCDA, through the Southern US Trade Association (SUSTA) has several no cost, or very low cost, international Marketing opportunities. By just sending samples and with no additional costs, your product will be displayed at select trade shows around the world including in India, the Middle East, Turkey, South Africa and Chile. Contacts from interested buyers will be returned to you after the show.  If you want assistance in following up with trade leads, NCDA is there to help. Outside of this program, these services would cost many thousands of dollars





The greatest growth markets for your products are the 95% of the world that lives outside of the United States. NCDA  knows cost and marketing support are the major reasons many agribusinesses do not explore these vast opportunities. However, for agribusinesses interested in expanding markets, affordable opportunities and support are just a mouse click away.  Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncagexports.com/" ��www.ncagexports.com� and click on the low cost/no cost link. You can get personalized assistance by contacting � HYPERLINK "mailto:export@ncmail.net" ��export@ncmail.net� or calling 919-733-7912.











Secrets of Successful Trade Financing: May 19 and May 21


Participate in this unique trade finance one day interactive seminar in Charlotte on May 19 or Raleigh on May 21.  Attendees will gain a clear understanding of how to use trade finance tools to quote more competitive terms and receive payment upon shipment.  Learn how to protect your balance sheet and identify creditworthy prospects. 


For the agenda and registration visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.exportrisk.com/AETI_Agenda.htm" �http://www.exportrisk.com/AETI_Agenda.htm� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.exportrisk.com/Registration_form.htm" �http://www.exportrisk.com/Registration_form.htm�  


For additional information contact: � HYPERLINK "mailto:AETI@Aol.com" �AETI@Aol.com�  or � HYPERLINK "mailto:George.thomas@mail.doc.gov" �George.thomas@mail.doc.gov� at the U.S. Export Assistance Center, Charlotte.





Trade Mission to Vietnam: June 16-20 


On June 16-20, Israel Hernandez, Director General for the U.S. Commercial Service, will lead a trade mission to Vietnam.  Applications for this mission will be accepted through April 11, 2008.  Vietnam’s macroeconomic stability, political maturity, openness of trade and investment, and quality education make it a promising market for U.S. firms seeking to expand their business. Total U.S. merchandise exports to Vietnam in 2007 topped $1.9 billion—a nearly 73 percent increase over the previous year. Vietnam boasts a $69 billion GDP, an estimated 8.3 percent growth rate, and a young population of 85.5 million. There are numerous opportunities for the right U.S. firms. For more information, please contact Sean Timmins / Phone: 202/482-1841, or Karen A. Dubin / Phone: 202/482-3786.


 


Americas Competitiveness Forum August 17-19, 2008


The second annual Americas Competitiveness Forum (ACF) will be held on August 17-19, 2008, in Atlanta, Georgia. The Forum will provide an opportunity for business-to-business and business-to-government discussions yielding practical actions that can be taken to improve competitiveness and economic prosperity in the Americas. 


The Americas Competitiveness Forum will provide a venue for government ministers from the Western Hemisphere to come together with leaders from the private sector, academia, and non-governmental organizations, to explore cutting edge ideas and best practices in several key areas of competitiveness.  


For more information: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/acf.html" �http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/acf.html� 





Save the Date: Exporting to India, October 22, 2008


 A seminar focused on the essentials of exporting U.S. products and services to India.  Exporting to India will feature presentations by Carolina companies who have overcome challenges to successfully sell their U.S. products in India.  Carmine DeAlosio, The U.S. Senior Commercial Officer in India, will be the keynote presenter.  Carmine DeAlosio is the senior U.S. government official charged with promoting U.S. exports to India.  Other presentations will cover financing exports to India and the logistics of getting product delivered in India. North Carolina exports to India were at $167 million in 2007, higher than NC exports to Russia, Turkey, and the United Arab Emirates.  India is one of the fastest growing economies in the world and will be in increasing need of U.S. made products to meet increasing manufacturing and consumer demand.  The top North Carolina exports to India are computers, machinery, chemicals, and electronic appliances.  More information about this important seminar will follow in next month's newsletter.

















Upcoming Events for 2008





Korea - U.S. Free Trade Agreement





The United States and Korea signed an historic free trade agreement that will expand bilateral trade and investment ties and create new economic opportunities for people in both countries.





The United States and Korea signed a historic free trade agreement on April 1, 2007 after eight formal rounds of negotiations that took place over ten months.  The KORUS FTA will build on an already robust bilateral trade and investment relationship between the United States and Korea.  Korea is the world’s tenth largest economy, with a GDP of nearly $1 trillion.  Korea is the United States’ seventh largest goods trading partner, with two-way goods trade in 2006 valued at approximately $78 billion.  When implemented, the KORUS FTA will expand trade and investment flows between the two countries.





In agriculture, the KORUS FTA will create highly valuable new export opportunities for American farmers and ranchers by eliminating and phasing out tariffs and quotas on a broad range of products.  Under the agreement, roughly $1.91 billion, or 64 percent, of Korea’s agriculture imports from the United States will be immediately duty-free.  Most remaining tariffs and quotas will be phased out over the first ten years the agreement is in force





In industrial goods, nearly 95% of bilateral trade in consumer and industrial products will be duty-free within three years of entry into force of the Agreement, with virtually all remaining tariffs eliminated within 10 years.





Specifically with regard to automobiles, the KORUS FTA marks an unprecedented step in eliminating the tariffs and non-tariff barriers that U.S. auto makers have identified as the impediments to their success in Korea’s large market.


Like all FTAs the United States seeks, the KORUS FTA will ensure that U.S. investors in Korea will have the same rights and enjoy equal footing with Korean investors.  These rights will be backed by a stable, transparent legal framework.


Given the modern, developed nature of Korea’s economy, the agreement has strong provisions that will expand market access and investment opportunities in a number of service sectors, including telecommunications and e-commerce.  The agreement will also expand market opportunities for U.S. audio-visual products.  It also provides high standards for protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights, including trademarks, copyrights and patents, consistent with U.S. standards.                                      Fact sheets are available on the USTR website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ustr.gov" �www.ustr.gov� 














