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Brought to you by the NC Export Team:


U.S. Commercial Service: �HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina"�www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina� 


N.C. Department of Commerce: �HYPERLINK "http://www.exportnc.com"�www.exportnc.com�	


N.C. Department of Agriculture: �HYPERLINK "http://www.ncagr.com"�www.ncagr.com�


The Small Business Administration: �HYPERLINK "http://www.sba.gov"�www.sba.gov� 


Small Business and Technology Development Center: �HYPERLINK "http://www.sbtdc.org"�www.sbtdc.org� 
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Trade News June 2008





FedEx India Trade Mission, November 9-15


FedEx and the U.S. Commercial Service are working together on a trade mission to India for U.S. companies. The trade mission represents an opportunity to experience India with visits to leading business centers, production sites, and more.  Participants will meet one-on-one with key contacts in the Indian government, industry decision makers, and other U.S. business executives already successfully operating in India.  For more information: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/indiatrademission.html" �http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/indiatrademission.html� 





North Carolina World Trade Association Restructure


The NC State Board has agreed to a restructure in the NC World Trade Association.  The decision came in a June 10, 2008 meeting where the new state president, Janet R. Malkemes of Hunton Williams, was elected. For more information, please contact Pamela Davison at 919.558.9394





Advertise in the July/August 2008 Global Appalachia Special Section- Limited Space Still Available!


Commercial News USA, the official export promotion magazine of the United States Department of Commerce, is offering discounts on advertising to companies located in the Appalachian Region of the U.S.  


Qualifying companies will receive a $500 discount on advertising and a free upgrade to color.  That means you can advertise in the Commerce Department’s export promotion magazine-and promote your products worldwide-for as little as $395. 


Commercial News USA reaches 400,000 readers in 176 countries worldwide.  


Companies of all sizes are eligible to participate in the special Global Appalachia section. Reserve your space today at 1-800-581-8533 or � HYPERLINK "http://www.thinkglobal.us/appalachia" �www.thinkglobal.us/appalachia� 





NOTIFY U.S.: Comment on Proposed Foreign Technical Regs


Notify U.S. is a free, web-based information service to send notifications from the World Trade Organization (WTO) on domestic and foreign technical regulations for industrial products (including product packaging, marking, and labeling).  The service is provided by the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), an agency of the U.S. Department of Commerce.


Notify U.S. features:


Early warnings on WTO Technical Barriers to Trade issues


Information from 151 WTO countries across 41 industry sectors


Complete texts of proposed regulations for your review & comment


Guidance on submitting comments on proposed regulations





Access Notify U.S. at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nist.gov/notifyus/" �http://www.nist.gov/notifyus/� 





What’s China Buying?


Everyone knows that China is a major world exporter, but you may not know that it’s also the fifth largest importer in the world.  If you’d like to research the market for your products in China, a good site to visit is China World Importers Net.  This site, sponsored by the Chinese government, has a wealth of information about Chinese importers.  You can search dozens of industries and find Chinese companies, with contact information, company profiles, news, trade leads, upcoming trade events, catalogs, business directories, and much more.  You can get more information if you register, and registration is free.  See � HYPERLINK "http://win.mofcom.gov.cn/en/" �http://win.mofcom.gov.cn/en/� 





Protect Your IPR By Recording It With U.S. Customs


The first step in obtaining IPR protection by CBP is to record valid registered trademarks and copyrights with CBP through the Intellectual Property Rights e-Recordation (IPRR) online system.  CBP’s on-line recordation allows rights owners to electronically record their trademarks and copyrights with CBP, and makes IPR seizures by CBP.   CBP uses this recordation information to actively monitor shipments and prevent the importation or exportation of infringing goods.


As of the end of Fiscal Year 2007, over 21,000 trademarks and copyrights were recorded with CBP.  While CBP enforces both recorded and non-recorded trademarks and copyrights, enforcement of recorded trademarks and copyrights takes precedence over those that are not recorded with CBP.


Public versions of trademarks and copyrights recorded with CBP are available in the Intellectual Property Rights Search (IPRS) searchable database.  Fee $190.  See � HYPERLINK "http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/trade/priority_trade/ipr/protect_ipr.xml" �http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/trade/priority_trade/ipr/protect_ipr.xml� 





Compliance Notice for Exporters


Paper Shippers Export Declarations (SEDs) should not be submitted after September 30, 2008.  How much time will exporters have to become compliant with the new regulation?  The requirements under the new FTR are effective July 2, 2008, 30 days after the publication date. The effective date means all provisions in the FTR should be observed.  However, the US Census Bureau is providing an additional 90 days, until September 30, 2008, to allow the US trade community to come into compliance with the requirements.  Until September 30, 2008, informed compliance is in effect.   Starting October 1, 2008, enforced compliance takes effect, and fines and penalties for violations of the FTR may be imposed.  The SEDs must be filed electronically.   A free Internet application supported by Census allows filers to transmit their information through the Automated Export System (AES) via the Internet.  See www.aesdirect.gov








Taiwan Biotechnology Seminar: June 13


This biotech seminar is sponsored by Taiwan Trade Development in Raleigh.  The seminar will talk about the investment and collaboration opportunity in biotech between Taiwan and NC.  For more information: 305-266-9191





Trade Mission to Vietnam: June 16-20 


On June 16-20, Israel Hernandez, Director General for the U.S. Commercial Service, will lead a trade mission to Vietnam.  Applications for this mission will be accepted through April 11, 2008.  Vietnam’s macroeconomic stability, political maturity, openness of trade and investment, and quality education make it a promising market for U.S. firms seeking to expand their business. Total U.S. merchandise exports to Vietnam in 2007 topped $1.9 billion—a nearly 73 percent increase over the previous year. Vietnam boasts a $69 billion GDP, an estimated 8.3 percent growth rate, and a young population of 85.5 million. There are numerous opportunities for the right U.S. firms. For more information, please contact Sean Timmins / Phone: 202/482-1841, or Karen A. Dubin / Phone: 202/482-3786.





European & Scandinavian Marine Industry Opportunities Webinar: June 25


For many years, U.S. marine pleasure craft companies have tried, with slowly increasing success, to crack the European and Scandinavian markets.  Due to the decreasing value of the dollar, the rate of this success is now increasing at an almost exponential pace.  Join us for this webinar on Wednesday, June 25, 2008 at 11:00am EST to learn more about the opportunities the European & Scandinavian markets present – all from the convenience of your desktop! .


Speakers include the U.S. Department of Commerce marine sector experts from:  Netherlands, Germany, Italy, Sweden, and Norway


When: Wednesday, June 25, 2008, Where: Your desktop , Start Time: 11:00 AM EST; Webinar will last until all questions are answered., Fee: $35.00. Payable online by credit card. For more information:  please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/marine.html" �http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/marine.html�. 





Central America Market Opportunity Video Conference: June 26


Please join us in one of five locations for a live video conference about the Market Opportunities in Central America (Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Costa Rica).  For more information: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/centralamericavideoconference.html" �http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/centralamericavideoconference.html� 





How to Properly Complete a Certificate of Origin: July 16


Personnel involved in the export, purchasing, R&D, compliance, and international marketing departments should attend this half-day workshop. The workshop will provide participants an in-depth understanding on Free Trade Agreements and how to properly complete a Certificate of Origin. 


For Registration and More Information: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/certificateoforigin.html" �www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/certificateoforigin.html� 





Americas Competitiveness Forum: August 17-19


The second annual Americas Competitiveness Forum (ACF) will be held on August 17-19, 2008, in Atlanta, Georgia. The Forum will provide an opportunity for business-to-business and business-to-government discussions yielding practical actions that can be taken to improve competitiveness and economic prosperity in the Americas. 


The Americas Competitiveness 45Forum will provide a venue for government ministers from the Western Hemisphere to come together with leaders from the private sector, academia, and non-governmental organizations, to explore cutting edge ideas and best practices in several key areas of competitiveness.  


For more information: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/acf.html" �http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/acf.html� 





Save the Date: Exporting to India, October 22


 A seminar focused on the essentials of exporting U.S. products and services to India.  Exporting to India will feature presentations by Carolina companies who have overcome challenges to successfully sell their U.S. products in India.  Carmine DeAlosio, The U.S. Senior Commercial Officer in India, will be the keynote presenter.  Questions: Please contact George Thomas at 704-333-4886 ext. 223




















Upcoming Events for 2008








Charlotte Engineering Firm Recognized by US Department of Commerce for Export Success





On May 7, 2008, ZAPATA, also known as Zapata Engineering, received an Export Achievement Award from the U.S. Department of Commerce’s U.S. Commercial Service for accomplishments in the global marketplace, especially its business success in Chile.  Walter Bastian, Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Western Hemisphere, presented the award to Manuel Zapata, P.E., President of ZAPATA, at “Made in the Carolinas, Sold in Peru and Chile.”  The seminar held at the CPCC Harris Conference Center in Charlotte focused on exporting to Peru and Chile.  ZAPATA’s success in Chile highlights the positive impact of the US-Chile Free Trade Agreement that took effect in 2004.  At that time, more than 85% of two way trade in consumer and industrial goods became duty free, with duties on the remaining products gradually being phased out over the next twelve years.





Lower duty rates were certainly not the only benefit provided by the US-Chile Free Trade Agreement.  The Agreement also contained commitments by both countries on many non-tariff issues.  For example, Chile was obligated to remove restrictive regulatory barriers in place for US service providers.  Chile was also obligated to improve measures for intellectual property & trade secrets protection, investment, temporary entry of business/technical persons, and telecommunications.  Using the FTA, Zapata Engineering took advantage of the emerging market in Chile for US consulting engineering firms involved in solid waste, water waste, and hazardous waste treatment technologies.





For other US firms to reap the benefits under this and other Free Trade Agreements, exporters need to navigate the rules, and understand how to quality their products for preferential duty treatment under the FTA Rules of Origin.  Please see the announcement in this newsletter for our upcoming July 16 Certificate of Origin workshop in Charlotte.











