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(Introduction) 

Ambassador Hill, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure for me to be here with you to speak on Korea’s intellectual property rights protection policy at the Korea-U.S. Intellectual Property Roundtable.

To begin with, I would like to thank the American Embassy for the hard work it has put into organizing this special event.  I also appreciate the participation of a number of panelists, representing US right holders, the US government, and the officials of relevant ministries of the Korean government. 

I believe this roundtable is taking place at an opportune time, as the protection of IPRs has become one of the priorities of my government’s economic policy. As you know, Korea and the United States just finished a two-day quarterly trade meeting.  I am sure that the bilateral trade talks were instrumental in helping both governments understand and narrow down their differences on trade issues and especially on IPR issues.  









(Korean Government’s Economic Reform and IPR Policy)

Now, let me share with you some of my thoughts on the direction of Korea’s IPR protection policy from the perspective of economic reform and liberalization.

The national vision of this government under the leadership of President Roh Moo-hyun is to pave the way for an advanced economy with a per capita income of $20,000.  My government fully understands that in order to achieve this goal, it is essential to continue reforming our economic system.  

As part of these reform initiatives, my government has emphasized solidifying sustainable growth potential through constant technological innovation and the development of human resources.  Technological innovation and human resources development heavily depend on the creation and protection of intellectual property rights.  This desire to develop a so-called knowledge-based economy, together with the firm belief that effective IPR protection attracts more foreign direct investment, has prompted my government to focus on the protection of such rights.

Viewed from the external perspective, the WTO TRIPs Council review in 2000 of Korea’s laws and regulations on IPR contributed to the overhauling and upgrading of Korea’s IPR regime.  In line with the WTO TRIPs, major laws such as the Copyright Act, the Computer Program Protection Act, and the Trademark Act were amended to reinforce the protection of IPRs and to reflect developments in each IPR field. Main features of the amendments include stronger sanctions and an advanced IPR system.  In addition, in the interests of consistent and stronger enforcement, the Standing Inspection Team(SIT) was established under the Ministry of Culture and Tourism(MOCT) and the Ministry of Information and Communication(MIC), and has been working in tandem with the Ministry of Justice(MOJ) to crack down on piracy of sound recordings, video, and computer software. 

Furthermore, legislation was passed last year to provide police powers to the SIT responsible for investigating software piracy.  As a result, the rate of piracy has been steadily declining.  This trend was evidenced by both US industry and the US government in the 2004 BSA(Business Software Alliance) report on global software piracy, highlighting Korea’s improvement in IPR protection as well as in the recently published report of the Department of Homeland Security regarding Korea’s improved record on seizures in counterfeited products.    

I am also very well aware that the US business sector has a strong interest in the improvement of Korea’s IPR protection regime.  In this year’s report of the US-Korea Business Council, US industry has advised Korea to commit itself to an effective public education campaign, more allocation of government resources for enforcing IPR laws and closer coordination between the government and the private sector in these efforts.  I can assure you that we are moving in that direction.

Most importantly, in February this year, President Roh instructed the cabinet to prepare a fundamental and comprehensive enforcement plan for intellectual property rights protection.  Following up on the presidential instruction, my government made public on May 3rd an extensive plan to improve the IPR protection regime.

This new initiative, comprising fifteen tasks, aims at the establishment of a stronger system of measures to crack down on IPR infringements, the advancement of IPR-related laws and regulations, and the promotion of public awareness of IPR protection.  Several measures such as the establishment of the standing enforcement team and the revision of the Copyright Act related with the interactive transmission rights have been implemented and some others are still under discussion.  Detailed current status of the initiative will be presented by a panelist from my government later this morning.
 



(Korean Government’s Active Participation in the International Cooperation for IPR Protection)

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Multilaterally, my government is actively participating in the work of the WTO TRIPS Council.  While a strengthened global regime for the protection of intellectual property rights will benefit all countries by fostering an environment conducive to innovation, there is also the need to accommodate development concerns. 
Against this background, Korea exercised flexibility and pragmatism in the course of negotiations for the historic Decision on Public Health and the TRIPS Agreement.  Regarding the establishment of a multilateral system of notification and registration of geographical indications for wines and spirits, Korea believes a pragmatic compromise should be found on the basis of voluntary participation and legally non-binding effect.  

Korea has also become party to major WIPO treaties.  Currently, Korea is a party to over 10 WIPO treaties and is continuing in its efforts to implement newly evolving international agreements in this field. For example, Korea has acceded to the Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Marks in April 2003, and the Trademark Law Treaty in February 2003.  

Korea also acceded to the WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT) in June 2004, and is now preparing amendments to its Copyright Act to fully implement the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT).  Accession to the WCT and the expected accession to the WPPT is a testimony to my government’s efforts to further strengthen its copyright protection, especially of on-line contents. This reflects the greater policy focus on IPR protection in light of the rapid development of digital technology.  I can assure you that my government will continue to work together with the U.S. to strengthen this international cooperation on IPR. 

(Korea-US Cooperation and STOP)

Distinguished guests,

As you know, IPR has been one of the major bilateral trade issues between our two countries. However, as I explained earlier, Korea has been steadily improving its IPR protection system with the firm conviction that it will help create an environment for the development of an IPR- related domestic industry and will further attract foreign direct investment.  Such efforts have also helped bilateral IPR pending issues to be resolved to our mutual satisfaction. We will continue to go along this path.  

Regarding the STOP(Strategy Targeting Organized Piracy) initiative which Ambassador Hill mentioned just a while ago, I think the initiative is timely and appropriate in view of the fact that a considerable amount of global trade is in bogus goods. Since Korea is one of the countries that have suffered from the counterfeiting and illegal copying of its goods in the global market, I hope that our two governments can look for ways to cooperate in our desire to fight against such piracy.  
(Closing Remarks)

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Korea has emerged as a newly industrialized country and has become what it is now thanks to the use of advanced technology in manufacturing industries such as automobiles, shipbuilding, and semiconductors, and to ceaseless innovation based on this industrial foundation.  

As a sign of our competitiveness in terms of knowledge-based industries, applications for IPRs in Korea reached well over 300,000, which ranked us 4th in the world in this area.  As for the culture industry, Korea’s pop culture, “Hanryu”, is fashionable in Japan, China, and other Southeast Asian countries.  

One side effect of these industrial and cultural developments is that Korea has become a country whose intellectual property rights are increasingly infringed upon abroad.  For example, there have been 253 cases of overseas infringements on Korean industrial property since 1997.  Also, with “Hanryu” rising in Asia, piracy of Korean sound recordings, videos, apparel, accessories, and books have become widespread.  

This fact turns us back to the topic of today’s roundtable -- the protection of intellectual property rights.  I believe today’s seminar provides an opportunity for our two governments and businesses to enhance their mutual understanding of each other's IPR protection policy, to explore ways to cooperate in this field and to develop effective strategies to counter IPR infringement.
I am confident that this conference will turn out to be very productive and successful.  In concluding my remarks, I would like to once again thank Ambassador Hill, the American Embassy, and all the participants for making this seminar possible. 
Thank you. 
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