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U.S. Commercial Service Japan Engages with Tohoku Youth
On Supporting Tourism and Exchange

August 20, 2015
By Daniel Longo

This summer, Commercial Service interns in Tokyo worked with Tohoku youth on several occasions to en-
courage them to learn about foreign cultures, and promote the region to tourists. Each event provided an ex-
cellent opportunity for Tohoku children to interact with interns and share insights with each other.

Nine members of the CS Japan Tokyo team participated in the
second-annual 2015 Stand Up Summit, a conference aimed to
empower young people from Tohoku. The Summit featured
booths from 15 private companies and public sector organizations
at Tokyo Big Sight, and more than 300 students attended. Among
those students, 150 came from 3 prefectures in Tohoku, and the
other half came from within the 23 wards of Tokyo. Their ages
spanned from junior high school to university.

CS Japan’s booth hosted 19 students. The team focused on a
presentation and advertisement-making activity that helped stu-
dents think about how to promote Tohoku to tourists ahead of the

2020 Olympic Games. During the presentation, interns spoke about the 1964 Tokyo Olympics’ economic im-
pact, foreigners’ perceptions on Japan, and recent popular tourism websites. Students then formed three
groups by topic—Japanese food, nature, and traditional culture—and created advertisement campaigns on
how to generate tourism interest in Tohoku. Each group developed creative and exciting campaigns, harness-
ing the power of social media to reach large audiences. After lunch, the entire group wrote their collective
thoughts on what they learned into a poster and presented it to students from other booths. This allowed the
CS Japan booth participants to organize their thoughts and coherently tell it to their peers.

One of several university student volunteers from the booth visited the Embassy several days later at the invi-
tation of CS Japan to learn more about its internship program. The two intern leaders of the Summit booth
spoke about the U.S. Foreign Service system, the mission of the Commercial Section, and their own personal
experiences and aspirations. This meeting served as an excellent conduit to further promote the Commercial
Service’s activities and internship opportunities to universities around Tokyo.

For more information on internship opportunities with
CS Japan, please visit us here.

The U.S. Commercial Service—Your Global Business Partner
Questions or comments? Email us at Office.Tokyo@trade.gov
Reach us by phone at +81-03-3224-5060
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In addition, the week following the Stand Up Summit, CS Tokyo was pleased to host a delegation of
roughly 20 high school students, teachers, and members of a NPO from Fukushima Prefecture at the Em-
bassy. TOMODACHI Initiative Executive Director Marc Lassman and two interns also joined. Commer-
cial Attaché Yuri Arthur and six interns introduced themselves to the delegation, and members of the TO-
MODACHI Initiative briefly spoke about their programs. The Fukushima delegation then made a presenta-
tion about Tohno, a small town where the students were from. Overall, CS Tokyo centered its message on
study abroad and excelling in academic pursuits. Both sides came away feeling energized about the
strength of the U.S.-Japan relationship, and enjoyed exchanging information on their respective goals.

CS Japan hopes to participate in the Stand Up Summit again next year, and would like to continue to
spread awareness of Tohoku’s tourism potential. The run-up to the 2020 Olympics can act as a catalyst for
this mission. With heartfelt cooperation and innovative thinking, Tohoku’s tourism industry and interna-
tional educational opportunities for young residents there will only grow. Some of the activities outlined
here mark one step in the right direction to achieving that and much more.

Fukushima Student Delegation Visit to
U.S. Embassy Tokyo, August 17, 2015

Stand Up Summit 2015, U.S. Embassy Booth
Students’ Final Products

For more information on internship opportunities with
CS Japan, please visit us here.

The U.S. Commercial Service—Your Global Business Partner
Questions or comments? Email us at Office.Tokyo@trade.gov
Reach us by phone at +81-03-3224-5060
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