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ment of Commerce’s U.S. 
& Foreign Commercial 
Service (CS).  We promote 
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UPCOMING EVENTS        
FOR MORE EVENTS. SEE PAGE 3.  

SAUDI ARABIA IMPLEMENTS NEW LABELING REGULATIONS 
The Saudi Arabian Department of Customs has announced that, effec-
tive immediately, all items being shipped to Saudi Arabia through Jed-
dah, Dammam and Riyadh ports must have the country of origin en-
graved or affixed by a non-removable sticker. If the product is not la-
beled with the country of origin, the item will be returned to the sender, 
who will be held responsible for any cost incurred in extra labor, ship-
ping, and penalty charges. 
 

Duty-exempted cargo must also be labeled with the country of origin. 
Any items imported before January 27, 2009 that are still inside the De-
partment of Customs and lacking a proper label must be correctly la-
beled within two weeks from the date of release.  For more information, 
contact our office.  (This article excerpted from the Feb. 2009 USSABC 
Business Bulletin. For this an other information on doing business with 
Saudi Arabia, see www.us-sabc.org. )  

2009 TRADE MISSION TO LIBYA 
Tripoli, Libya 
April 17-23 
Organized by the Bilateral US-Arab Chamber of Commerce, partici-
pants will meet some of Libya’s leading investors, project developers, 
and decision makers.  Additionally, they will have an opportunity to wit-
ness first hand the significant investments already made into Libya’s in-
frastructure by a number of leading Texas-based & US fortune 500 com-
panies. Cost:  $4875. Deadline:  3/13.  See www.bilateralchamber.org/
newsletter/2009/february/2009LibyaTMRegistration.pdf. 

ECOPETROL SUPPLIERS SHOWROOM 
One-on-one Meetings:  April 29 & 30 
Conference May 1 
Once again, the CS will team up with EcoPetrol to organize the second 
Houston Supplier’s Showroom.  In preparation, Ecopetrol has identified 
the following areas which will be the focus of this event:  
� Oil & Gas Services (Offshore - Drilling & Workover Equipment Services, 

facilities/Logistics, Subsea Seismic, Offshore Consulting; Seismic On-
shore; and Integrated Services) 

� Drilling and Workover Equipment Services 
� Catalyst for Fluid Catalytic Cracking Units 
� Synthetic Lubricants 
� Corrosion Inhibitors 
� Integral Maintenance of Oil Field Facilities 
� Maintenance of Heat Exchangers 
� Executing EPC Projects such as Pipelines & Pump Stations 
� Designing and Building Underwater Pipelines. 
� Engineer and Managing Project Consultants  
Further details and registration information will be released shortly and 
available at www.buyusa.gov/houston under Events.   

http://www.export.gov/cs�
http://www.buyusa.gov/houston
www.bilateralchamber.org/newsletter/2009/february/2009LibyaTMRegistration.pdf
http://www.buyusa.gov/houston
http://www.us-sabc.org
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MARKET OF THE MONTH:  PORTUGAL 
 

Portugal, with a 
population of 10.6 
million, is one of 
the oldest coun-
tries in Europe. It 
joined the Euro-
pean Union in 
1986 and was one 
of the founding 
members of the 
Eurozone. Over 
the last two decades, Portugal has achieved a 
healthy level of growth. Portugal’s economy grew 
by 1.9% in 2007 and posted a 0.8% gain in 2008. The 
budget deficit in 2008 was the lowest in 30 years 
(2.2%).  There are many industries where U.S. export-
ers have made great strides in Portugal. Renewable 
energy (RE), for instance, continues to be a priority 
and strategic sector for the government, which has 
proposed targets of 39% to 45% of total electricity to 
be produced from RE by 2010. A total of $11 billion in 
RE investments has been allocated for the period of 
2006–2012. There is also increased support for micro 
generation and wave energy projects.  Given the 
sustained growth of the RE market in Portugal, we 
urge U.S. companies to consider opportunities that 
the Portuguese market presents. The U.S. Commer-
cial Service in Portugal can help you identify trade 
opportunities and potential Portuguese business 
partners. To find out more how we can help you, 
please contact our office or Commercial Specialist 
Pedro Ferreira at pedro.ferreira@mail.doc.gov. For 
further details about the Portuguese market, access  
http://www.buyusa.gov/portugal/en/
doing_business_in_portugal.html 

CS HOUSTON BUSINESS SERVICE DIRECTORY  
As a member, your company profile will be seen by 
U.S. exporters, international buyers, and clients of the 
U.S. Commercial Service. Cost: $300 for small busi-
ness (less than 500 employees).  See  
http://www.buyusa.gov/houston/houstonbsp.html.. 

WEBCAST:  HOW TO SELL AT INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
SHOWS  
Want to increase your effectiveness at international 
trade shows?  Watch the free 5-part video series pro-
duced by U.S. Commercial Service.  See:  
http://www.globalspeak.com/html/export-gov/
webcasts.asp  

STATE DEPARTMENT WEBSITE PROVIDES GUIDANCE &  
ADVISORIES FOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL 
Keep up on conditions abroad that may affect your 
safety and security.  Country Specific Information, 
Travel Alerts, and Travel Warnings available from the 
U.S. State Dept. can be accessed at:  
http://travel.state.gov/travel/travel_1744.html. 

THAILAND’S ECONOMIC STIMULUS PACKAGES  
Thailand’s new Cabinet issued two economic stimu-
lus packages to boost the economy. For details, see   
http://www.buyusa.gov/thailand/en/thaieco.html 
and read about the packages.   

PROTECT YOUR IPRPROTECT YOUR IPR  
CUSTOMS GUIDELINES TO MAXIMIZE PROTECTION OF 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY. 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and the 
European Union (EU) have developed a set of guid-
ing principles for companies to better protect their IP. 
These guidelines will help enhance U.S. and EU Cus-
toms Officers’ abilities to differentiate legitimate and 
illicit goods and prevent illegal goods from entering 
the supply chain.  For details, see 
www.stopfakes.gov. 
 
 

MARKET-SPECIFIC GUIDANCE AT STOPFAKES.GOV 
The site now lists Tool Kits to address IPR protection.  
For more details, visit:  www.stopfakes.gov 

EX-IM BANK OFFERS EXPORT FINANCE  
The Export-Import Bank of the United 
States (Ex-Im Bank) is the official export 
credit agency of the U.S. Ex-Im Bank's 
mission is to assist in financing the ex-
port of U.S. goods and services to in-
ternational markets.  Ex-Im Bank provides: 
� Working capital guarantees (pre-export financing) 
� Export credit insurance 
� Loan guarantees & direct loans (buyer financing).  
To learn more about Ex-Im Bank and their current ini-
tiatives, including those for medical or environmental 
exports, trade with Africa and small businesses, see 
www.exim.gov.   
 

See page 4 for details on Ex-Im’s 75th Anniversary 
Annual Conference, Export Finance: A Key to Eco-
nomic Recovery.    

http://www.buyusa.gov/houston/houstonbsp.html�
mailto:pedro.ferreira@mail.doc.gov
http://www.buyusa.gov/portugal/en/doing_business_in_portugal.html
http://www.exim.gov
http://www.globalspeak.com/html/export-gov/webcasts.asp
http://travel.state.gov/travel/travel_1744.html
http://www.buyusa.gov/thailand/en/thaieco.html
http://www.stopfakes.gov
http://www.stopfakes.gov
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EVENTS 

EXPORT ACADEMY - WINTER 2009 SESSION 
The program sponsored by the Houston Community 
College and CS Houston features courses taught in 
a “hands-on” approach and geared specifically to 
small-to-medium enterprises (SME). Upcoming  
Sessions are: 
    March 11  Global Management & Marketing II 
    March 25  Global Management & Marketing III  
    April 1   Supply Chain & Logistics I 
    April 15   Supply Chain & Logistics II 
    May 6   Legal & Regulatory Compliance 
    May 20   Trade & Finance Payments 
Cost per session: $99. Locations: HCC-5601 West 
Loop South Campus. For details, see 
http://www.exportacademy.org/ or contact 
Deanna Teal at deanna.teel@hccs.edu. 

SPRING SINGAPORE: OPPORTUNITIES FOR HOUSTON 
COMPANIES 
Greater Houston Partnership, 1200 Smith St, 7th Floor 
March 11 
Please join us for a Roundtable discussion with execu-
tives from SPRING Singapore and the Singapore 
Manufacturers Association regarding trade and in-
vestment opportunities between Singapore and 
Houston.  Cost: No Charge   
Seating Is Limited.  To register, call 713 502 3104 or 
email Duaine.priestley@mail.doc.gov.   

GUYANA’S EXCITING FUTURE: THE REAL EL DORADO 
BEYOND THE OIL AND GAS SECTOR 
International Trade Center, 11110 Bellaire Blvd 
March 14 
Seminar will host Guyana’s Ambassador, the  
Honorable Mr. Bayney Karran.  Guyana’s renewed 
interest in oil and gas will be discussed along with 
Eco-Tourism business opportunities and the country’s 
current market outlook.    For details, see 
www.buyusa.gov/houston/events.html. 

AMBASSADORS SERIES:  ALGERIA 
March 26 
Intercontinental Hotel, Houston 
Please join the Bilateral Chamber of Commerce for a 
lunch program featuring the Algerian Ambassador to 
the United States.  For details, contact Ms. Aseel 
Saqer at programs@bilateralchamber.org. 

ALERT:  AVOID SCAMS FROM CHINA 
In recent months, US companies have reported to 
the Commercial Service an uptick in fraudulent busi-
ness inquiries from China.   
 

Common scams right now follow this pattern:  
1. The Chinese company contacted you, unsolic-

ited, via the web 
2. The Chinese company has "Import - Export" in 

their name 
3. They want to purchase an unusually large vol-

ume of goods 
4. They insist that your senior executive travel to 

China to sign the contract   
5. They request money prior to signing the contract 

to pay for a reception or as part of contract ad-
ministrative fees 

6. They have been in business for less than one 
year and/ or have very young management 

7. They can provide no verifiable references 
 

Does your scenario match the above? Most impor-
tantly, you should not expect to outlay any cash or 
payment in advance of reaching an agreement 
with a Chinese entity.  Requests for sharing notariza-
tion fees or other contract administration costs, gifts, 
hosting of banquets are some of the ways in which 
fees are solicited.    
 
Regarding self-initiated due diligence, we advise 
companies to ask for trade references, i.e., the 
names and contact information of American com-
panies with which the Chinese company has suc-
cessfully partnered in the past. We also strongly urge 
the US company to follow up on those references.  
 
Additionally, we advise American companies to ask 
for a copy (in Chinese & English) of the current and 
valid Chinese company's business license (issuing 
authority: Administration of Industry and Com-
merce).   
 
If the firm is not providing information requested, nor 
acknowledging your questions you should seriously 
consider discontinuing communication.    
 
If your firm believes you have credible export op-
portunities in China and elsewhere, you can order a 
due diligence report on prospective buyers and dis-
tributors through the Commercial Service. Details on 
the International Company Profile report can be 
found at: http://www.buyusa.gov/china/en/
icp.html . 

mailto:Duaine.priestley@mail.doc.gov
http://www.buyusa.gov/houston/events.html
mailto:programs@bilateralchamber.org
http://www.exportacademy.org/
mailto:deanna.teel@hccs.edu
http://www.buyusa.gov/china/en/icp.html
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STAFF DIRECTORY 

 

Duaine Priestley, Director 
Duaine.priestley@mail.doc.gov  713-209-3105 

Danielle Caltabiano, Trade Specialist 
Dcaltabiano@mail.doc.gov  713-209-3110 

Nyamusi Igambi, Senior Trade Specialist 
Nyamusi.igambi@mail.doc.gov  713-209-3112 

Brendan Kelly, Senior Trade Specialist 
bkelly@mail.doc.gov  713-209-3113 

Pam Plagens, Senior Trade Specialist 
Pam.plagens@mail.doc.gov  713-209-3106 

Alan Richel, Senior Trade Specialist 
arichel@mail.doc.gov  713-209-3123 

Note:  The U.S. Government does not endorse products or compa-
nies, and assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of data con-
tained herein, or for the success or failure of any business transaction 
resulting from opportunities listed in this publication.  If you would like 
to be removed from this mailing list, please contact the Houston 

WEBINARS 

EXPORT FUNDAMENTALS 
March 18, 10:00AM to 11:15AM CST  
Cost:  $40  
Topic:  Export Control Update.  For details see:  
www.buyusa.gov/stlouis/exportfundamentals.html. 

CLIMATE &  SUSTAINABILITY: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE SERVICES FOR THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
1401 Constitution Avenue NW, Washington D.C. 
April 1 
A one-day seminar presenting climate data, services, 
& programs available for U.S. companies coming to 
terms with climate variability. The agenda will feature 
strategies for sustainability and competitiveness.  For 
details, email: Conference@mail.doc.gov. 

SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL - WEBINAR SERIES - 
EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES IN EUROPE  
Time: 10:30 AM Central Time 
Cost: $35 
� Nordic Region - April 1 
� Spain & Portugal - May 20 
� Greece - June 3 
http://www.buyusa.gov/europe/team_events.html 

FINANCING EXPORTS DURING THE CREDIT CRUNCH 
The National Association of Manufacturers 
(NAM) and U.S. Commercial Service pre-
sented this webinar on February 3rd.  The 
recorded version of this program can be 
accessed for $25.  For details see: 
www.buyusa.gov/manufacturing/
exportsandcredit.html. 

EUROPEAN PORT INFRASTRUCTURE & SECURITY  
MISSION TO GERMANY, BELGIUM & ITALY 
May 4-8, 2009 
The event will focus on security solutions for port infra-
structures, logistics, as well as environmental tech-
nologies.   For details, plan to participate in the infor-
mational Webinar  on March 10 at 10:30 Central.  See  
www.buyusa.gov/europe/
security_events.html#_section1  

CONNECTING THE GULF COAST COMMUNITY TO THE 
GLOBAL MARKET 
L'Auberge Du Lac Casino Resort, Lake Charles, LA  
April 1-3, 2009  
Meet international trade specialists and foreign  
dignitaries at this year’s conference.  Agenda topics 
include:   
� Importance of Global Trade to Economic Survival 
� Developing Sustainable Business through Trade 
� Federal & State Business Resources 
For more details see:  
 www.allianceswla.org/PageDisplay.asp?p1=5521.  

KAZAKHSTAN: OIL, GAS AND BEYOND 
The Junior League, 1811 Briar Oaks Lane 
March 25 
Join the Houston World Affairs Council for this evening 
program featuring Ariel Cohen, senior research fellow 
in Russian and Eurasian Studies and International En-
ergy Security at the Heritage Foundation.  For details, 
see www.wachouston.org/0=0/88837/0/1170D1192/. 

ALGERIA: EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES FOR U.S. FIRMS  
March 25, 10am CST 
Market opportunities within electric power genera-
tion & hydrocarbons, medical equipment, water re-
sources, envirotech, construction equipment & tele-
com.  Cost:  $35.  See:  
http://www.buyusa.gov/midwest/252.html  EXPORT FINANCE: A KEY TO 

ECONOMIC RECOVERY 
Omni Shoreham Hotel, Washington, DC 
April 16-17 
Join Ex-Im Bank for the 75th Anniversary annual con-
ference.   The program will include sessions on small 
business exports, Africa and India and trade finance 
options with other U.S. government agencies.  Cost:  
$535 ($150 for first time small business attendee) by 
March 20.  See www.exim.gov for details.   

mailto:Duaine.priestley@mail.doc.gov�
mailto:Dcaltabiano@mail.doc.gov�
mailto:Nyamusi.igambi@mail.doc.gov�
mailto:bkelly@mail.doc.gov�
mailto:Pam.plagens@mail.doc.gov�
mailto:arichel@mail.doc.gov�
http://www.buyusa.gov/stlouis/exportfundamentals.html
http://www.wachouston.org/0=0/88837/0/1170D1192/
mailto:Conference@mail.doc.gov
http://www.buyusa.gov/europe/team_events.html
www.buyusa.gov/manufacturing/exportsandcredit.html
http://www.allianceswla.org/PageDisplay.asp?p1=5521
www.buyusa.gov/europe/security_events.html#_section1
http://www.buyusa.gov/midwest/252.html
http://www.exim.gov
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2009 COAL/MINING INDUSTRY WEBINAR SERIES 
In this series, U.S. participants will: 
� Learn about each country's dynamic and grow-

ing coal and mining sectors, 
� Gain an understanding of the opportunities that 

exist in these foreign markets for U.S. companies, 
� Discover successful market entry strategies and 

how to overcome the associated challenges. 
Schedule: 
AUSTRALIA/PHILLIPINES, April 8, 5:30 pm Central 
VIETNAM, June 10, 8:30 am Central 
Cost for each:  $35.  See  
www.buyusa.gov/pittsburgh/webinars2009.html  

MARKET  RESEARCH & RESOURCES 

RECENT CS-PRODUCED MARKET RESEARCH REPORTS    
 

To access the CS Market Research Library, visit:  
http://www.export.gov/mrktresearch/index.asp. 

GO-EXPO: GAS AND OIL EXPOSITION 
Stampede Park, Calgary, Canada 
June 9-11 
Canada's world-class energy event - as one of North 
America's fastest growing oil and gas events, GO-
EXPO will showcase 700 exhibiting companies and 
20,000 registered attendees.  For details, see:   
www.kallman.com/shows/goexpo_2009/main.php. 

DIRECTORY FOR ENERGY PROJECT FINANCING 
The directory identifies sources of finance for energy 
projects in developing countries focusing on renew-
able energy, energy efficiency, and small power  
projects.   For more information, see:  
www.ita.doc.gov/td/finance/publications/
nergy_Project_Financing_Directory.pdf 

THE 9TH ANNUAL SPRING EXECUTIVE PROGRAM: 
NEW ERA IN OIL, GAS & POWER VALUE CREATION 
Federal Reserve Conference Center-Houston, TX 
May 11-19 
This flagship international executive program ad-
dresses both energy value chain fundamentals and 
commercial energy investment complexities with a 
unique integration of tools, activities and concepts. 
Register before March 15 and save $500. Cost: $4950. 
See www.beg.utexas.edu/energyecon/new-era/. 

OIL & GAS ASIA (OGA 2009) 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
June 10-12 
1,000 companies from 50 countries are expected to 
exhibit with 22,000 attendees. There will be a US pavil-
ion and CS Malaysia is recruiting US firms for a prod-
uct literature center.   For more information contact: 
CS Malaysia Desmond Cheng (Tel: +60 3 2168-4868 or 
desmond.cheng@mail.doc.gov). 

RENEWABLE ENERGY IN THE EMERGING MARKETS OF 
AFRICA, LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 
April 27-29  
Hotel Nikko, San Francisco /  
This inaugural event will focus on the development 
and implementation of these technologies in emerg-
ing markets.  http://reem09.net/index.php. 

AMERICA’S ENERGY FUTURE: 
ASSESSING OUR PATHS TO ENERGY SECURITY 
George R. Brown Convention Center, Houston, TX 
March 24 
Sponsored by Opportunity Houston and the Greater 
Houston Partnership, the program includes:  
� High-level energy symposium and exhibition  with 

world-renowned presenters featuring leading en-
ergy suppliers, technologies and innovations. 

� More than 500 senior-level business executives, en-
ergy experts, public policy leaders and elected 
officials in attendance. 

Cost: $325 GHP members / $475 non-members. For 
details, see http://www.americasenergycity.com/. 

Mark your calendars for this year’s OTC!  For more 
information on the show, see www.otcnet.org/2009.  
 

CS will once again have a full agenda of matchmak-
ing, procurement briefings and counseling with our 
overseas oil/gas industry specialists.  Details will be 
released shortly at www.buyusa.gov/houston.   

PRESENTATIONS NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE 
KUWAIT OIL COMPANY & PEMEX PROGRAMS 
For U.S. companies that were not able to attend the 
recent CS Houston programs on  procurement oppor-
tunities with the Kuwait Oil Company as well as PE-
MEX: Investment Projects 2009-2012 featuring PEMEX 
Director General Jesus Reyes Heroles, see 
www.buyusa.gov/houston and go to EVENTS.   

WEBINARS 

http://www.export.gov/mrktresearch/index.asp
http://www.buyusa.gov/houston
http://www.americasenergycity.com/
http://reem09.net/index.php
http://www.kallman.com/shows/goexpo_2009/main.php
www.ita.doc.gov/td/finance/publications/nergy_Project_Financing_Directory.pdf
http://www.beg.utexas.edu/energyecon/new-era/
mailto:desmond.cheng@mail.doc.gov
http://www.buyusa.gov/houston
www.buyusa.gov/pittsburgh/webinars2009.html
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