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AUTOMOTIVE TRADE MISSION: Germany

“International Suppliers Fair” in Wolfsburg

October 29-31, 2008

The Center for Automotive Research (CAR), through its Global Automotive Marketing Alliance (GAMA), is pleased to present a trade mission for automotive suppliers and communities interested in marketing products and services to companies in Germany - the largest European automotive market.  This mission is offered in partnership with Wolfsburg AG (fair organizer) and the U.S. Department of Commerce Automotive Team.

Where: Wolfsburg, Germany

What: Trade mission to meet automotive business partners in Europe
When: October 29 - 31, 2008

Who: Communities and suppliers from Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri
Venue: “International Suppliers Fair” (www.izb-online.com)
Participation Fee: There is no cost to Mission participants from Michigan.* 
Registration Deadline: September 2, 2008 **
* Due to the generous support of the GAMA program at CAR, sponsored by the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, this program is offered at no charge to qualified Michigan automotive communities and suppliers.  All companies are responsible for travel costs; companies in Genesee County may be eligible for a travel subsidy of 50%.
** Early enrollment is encouraged as contracted hotel requires reservations by July 28.

Expected Benefits of Participation:

· Customized data on companies of interest to each participant

· Pre-mission counseling by CAR & market briefing by U.S. Embassy staff in Germany

· Matchmaking meetings with pre-screened companies selected for each participant via Wolfsburg AG and the U.S. Department of Commerce
· Opportunity to meet with VW purchasing during one-on-one sessions (if selected) or during reception
· Participation in presentation and reception for high-level participants from European suppliers
· Group meeting with tour of Volkswagen plant in Wolfsburg

· VIP tour of the trade show by the trade fair organizer
· Opportunity to prepare for follow-up in 2010 when the United States is official partner country of the International Suppliers Fair
· Assistance with follow-up provided by CAR & U.S. Department of Commerce

Target Mission Participants:

· Midwest automotive component, production equipment, technology & solution firms
· Midwest communities & economic development organizations
Participation will be limited to 12 companies selected by CAR.  For more information or to apply for the mission please contact: Emilio Brahmst, CAR at 734-929-0477 or ebrahmst@cargroup.org
The U.S. & Foreign Commercial Service
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 of the participating organizations.








