EBRD – Georgia – Power and Energy – Strategic Environmental Assessment of Aragvi River Basin
INTRODUCTION

The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) has announced the following procurement opportunity:

GENERAL PROCUREMENT NOTICE
This Invitation for Tenders follows the General Procurement Notice for this project which was published in EBRD website, on 03.10.2008. 
PROJECT DEADLINE
24 Oct 2008
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Project name
 Georgia: Strategic Environmental Assessment of Aragvi River Basin

Country
 GEORGIA

Business sector
 Power and Energy

Project ID
24288

Funding source 
Austrian Technical Assistance Co-operation Fund

Type of contract
 Consultancy Services

Type of notice
Invitation for Expressions of Interest

Issue date
3 Oct 2008

Closing date
24 Oct 2008
Background: Through this project (the "Project") the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (the "EBRD") will fund the provision of technical assistance to the Ministry of Energy and the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of Georgia ("the Clients") with respect to the implementation of Strategic Environmental Assessment ("SEA") of the Aragvi River Basin in Georgia. To provide this assistance, the EBRD, on behalf of the Clients, will select, engage and contract a consulting firm (the "Consultant") to support the Clients in the implementation of the SEA, which would provide the environmental dimension to regional and hydropower development plans and thus to contribute to the overall decision making process which will shape the development of the region as such and more specifically the development of small- and medium-sized hydropower generation facilities in the specified river basin area.

Assignment Description: The Consultant will be required to provide support to the Clients and local authorities (the "Beneficiaries") in providing a basis for the subsequent development and appraisal of specific investment projects in the hydropower sector in the region. The Consultant will also help the Clients and the Beneficiaries provide a forum for stakeholders, particularly local residents affected by any hydropower development, to participate in the development process. The Consultant will support the Clients and the Beneficiaries to provide potential future investors with information for the most appropriate location and type of hydropower facilities (and any limitations and conditions which should be met and may be part of the permitting process). The Consultant will also provide the Clients and the Beneficiaries with assistance in the appraisal of project proposals put forward by developers. In addition, the Consultant is also expected to identify any major technical obstacle (e.g. physical connection to the grid) and windfall benefits (e.g. carbon credits) that could arise from hydropower projects.

Assignment Duration: The assignment is scheduled to have a duration of approximately 12 months.

Maximum Budget Available for the Assignment: EUR150,000; exclusive of VAT.

The consultant must determine whether any VAT would be chargeable on the services and the basis for that determination, without taking into consideration the Bank's special status as an International Financial Institution ("IFI") and state this to the Bank in their response to the Invitation for Expressions of Interest. To the extent that a consultant incurs input VAT on goods and services purchased in connection with the provision of services (e.g. VAT on airline ticket) which is not otherwise recoverable by the consultant from the local tax authority, the gross cost to the consultant of such expenses shall be treated as a reimbursable expense.

Funding Source: The contract will be financed through funds provided by the Austrian Technical Assistance Cooperation Fund.

Eligibility Restrictions: The consultancy firms must be registered in Austria and the experts proposed must be citizens or permanent residents of Austria. However, up to a maximum of 25% of the total funds may be used to finance services of local Georgian experts or consultancy firms; the experts provided by Georgian firms must be Georgian nationals.

Consultant Profile: Corporate services are required. The Consultant should be a firm or a consortium of firms with minimum expertise and experience specified as follows;

- Extensive (at least 10 years) expertise and experience in environmental engineering and regional planning, strategic environmental assessment; and environmental and social impact assessment ("ESIA");

- Extensive (at least 10 years) expertise and experience in social impact assessment as well as public consultations for disclosure of socio-environmental information with stakeholders and in working with rural communities and good understating of IFIs (such as the World Bank, EBRD, IFC etc) social requirements, notably the IFC Performance Standards;

- Significant (at least 5 years) expertise and experience in small- to medium-sized hydropower engineering; and

- Local expertise in supporting international experts in various aspects such as environmental policy review, energy sector policy review, environmental assessment legislation, and public consultations by translating various documents into English, identifying and compiling various government policies, regulations and procedures.

Submission Requirements: Interested consultants are hereby invited to submit expressions of interest. In order to determine the qualifications and competence of consulting firms seeking to be shortlisted, the information submitted should include the following:

- company profile, organisation and staffing;

- details of experience and similar assignments undertaken in Georgia, South Caucasus, other CIS countries and/or countries similar to Georgia in the previous five years;

- demonstrable knowledge of all relevant environmental, regulatory, engineering, communicational and technical theory and practices relating to the hydropower development; and

- proposed consultant team composition and CVs of staff who could be available to work on the assignment

The above information should not exceed 20 pages excluding CVs.

Expressions of Interest should be submitted, in English, electronically through eSelection to reach the Bank no later than 23:59 (UK Time), 24 October 2008.

EBRD Contact Person: William Power; Telephone number: +44 207 338 6409; E-mail address: powerw@ebrd.com (submissions should be sent through eSelection and NOT to this email address).

Note: Following this invitation for expression of interest, the consultant will be selected and contracted from a shortlist of qualified consultants. Following this Invitation for Expression of Interest, a shortlist of qualified firms will be established. Shortlisting, selection, and contracting will be subject to the continuing availability of funding. Bank will select, engage and contract the consultant on behalf of the Client. 
