Dear Wisconsin Exporters:

It almost feels like spring and here is the latest issue of the Trade World Wisconsin eNewsletter, published by the Milwaukee Export Assistance Center.   Subjects included in this issue are the following:

- Appleton Global Trade Conference Coming Soon

- Export America March Issue Now Online

- Fun and Useful Websites

If you would like to have your address removed from our mailing list, or make any changes, please notify the editor by e-mail at jerald.veit@mail.doc.gov.   Our full address and contact information are listed at the very end of this message.  As always, we hope you enjoy this issue of the newsletter and find it beneficial to your export efforts.

Staff of the Milwaukee Export Assistance Center

* Paul Churchill

* Jerry Veit

* Sunny Kessel

* Koreen Kuhlow

+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+

TOPICS AT APPLETON GLOBAL TRADE CONFERENCE WILL INCLUDE CHINA MARKET, EUROPEAN EXPANSION

There is still time to register for the Northeastern Wisconsin Global Trade Conference to be held at the Radisson Paper Valley Hotel in downtown Appleton on Monday, April 5th.  The theme and purpose of this all-day conference is to help Wisconsin companies increase their global competitiveness.  The conference is being held in cooperation with the Offices of Congressman Mark Green and Congressman Thomas Petri, and is aimed at both new and experienced exporters.   Last year's highly successful conference was held in Green Bay with over 300 attendees participating.  

A full schedule of morning and afternoon breakout sessions will focus on such topics as European Enlargement and its Benefits for Exporters, Doing Business in the Chinese Economic Area, Overview of U.S. Trade Agreements, International Exchange Programs, Careers in International Business, Cross-Cultural Communication for Exporters, Export Compliance Update, Managing and Motivating International Distributors, Strategies to Improve Global Business, and International Logistics Issues.  Experienced professionals will address these topics and provide information on how Wisconsin exporters can better understand and take advantage of international opportunities.  

Advance registration (before April 2) is only $75, including continental breakfast, AM and PM breaks, lunch, all handout material, a networking reception, and exhibits by export service providers.  To receive a conference brochure with registration details and the complete program agenda, please contact Jerald Veit by e-mail at jerald.veit@mail.doc.gov.   

MARCH ISSUE OF EXPORT AMERICA MAGAZINE NOW ONLINE

The March, 2004, issue of Export America magazine is now available for readers online.  Export America is the official international business magazine of the U.S. Department of Commerce.  Articles featured online from the March issue include:

"Look Before You Leap: Essential Advice for Doing Business in China"

"Mexican Manufacturing Devours U.S. Goods: Importing Components and Exporting Finished Products

"Marketing Communications: A Good First Impression is the Foundation for Sales"

Global news briefs and country market overviews can also be accessed from the Export America website, as well as a wealth of articles from previous issues.  Visit Export America today at: http://www.export.gov/exportamerica/

A FISTFUL OF WEBSITES

And here are some of the interesting websites I've stumbled across recently:

-- Instant Currency Conversion: Go to http://www.oanda.com and try out their FXConverter (Foreign Exchange Currency Converter).  This is a multi-lingual currency converter with up-to-date exchange rates provided from leading market data contributors. You can get current or historical exchange rates for any of the 164 currencies listed, simply by selecting the desired pair of currencies, as well as the date, language, and amount for which you would like to conduct the conversion.  This website also provides real-time currency rates, cross-rate tables, and the ability to determine cash, credit card, and interbank conversion rates.  Not to mention the Economist magazine's famous Big Mac Index, which can be used as an indicator whether various currencies are over- or undervalued against the dollar.

-- Johnstown, PA Is the Place to Be: Or maybe San Francisco, Boston, or more than 300 other cities.  Ever wonder where the "ideal" place would be for working or retirement?  If so, you might want to visit Sperling's Best Places website at http://www.bestplaces.net.  This interactive site is jammed with comparative information about small, medium, and large cities throughout the United States.  Included are 3,000 city profiles as well as information on public schools in 16,000 districts.  

My favorite part of the website is a feature called "Find Your Best Place."  Here you can enter your own personal preferences about which characteristics are most important for your ideal city, such as low crime rate or low taxes, short commuting times, good public transportation, high-quality medical services, climate, arts and culture, sports, recreation, and other factors.  The computer will then automatically calculate a customized ranking of over 300 locations based on your individual input.  The results may surprise you, even if you have no intention of relocating anytime soon.  

-- How to Find that Perfect Gift:  If you frequently host international guests and would like new ideas about attractive but reasonably priced gifts, try visiting the U.S. Mint website at http://www.usmint.gov.  Here you can order a wide selection of American commemorative coins, including silver Liberty dollars, the special 50-state quarter collection, and many others.  U.S. coins make a great souvenir for your visitors and are light and compact for them to carry on the trip home. 

This newsletter is provided as a public service by the Milwaukee Export Assistance Center, U.S. Department of Commerce.  Mention of non-government websites and resources is for informational purposes only and does not imply any endorsement.  To unsubscribe, please e-mail the editor at jerald.veit@mail.doc.gov.  Thank you!

_______________

HOW TO CONTACT US:

Milwaukee Export Assistance Center

U.S. Department of Commerce

517 E. Wisconsin Avenue, Room 596

Milwaukee, WI 53202

Tel 414-297-3473

Fax 414-297-3470

E-mail: Milwaukee.Office.Box@mail.doc.gov

Websites: http://www.buyusa.gov/uppermidwest/ and http://www.export.gov/cs/

ENDDear Wisconsin Exporters:

It almost feels like spring and here is the latest issue of the Trade World Wisconsin eNewsletter, published by the Milwaukee Export Assistance Center.   Subjects included in this issue are the following:

- Appleton Global Trade Conference Coming Soon

- Export America March Issue Now Online

- Fun and Useful Websites

If you would like to have your address removed from our mailing list, or make any changes, please notify the editor by e-mail at jerald.veit@mail.doc.gov.   Our full address and contact information are listed at the very end of this message.  As always, we hope you enjoy this issue of the newsletter and find it beneficial to your export efforts.

Staff of the Milwaukee Export Assistance Center

* Paul Churchill

* Jerry Veit

* Sunny Kessel

* Koreen Kuhlow

+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+

TOPICS AT APPLETON GLOBAL TRADE CONFERENCE WILL INCLUDE CHINA MARKET, EUROPEAN EXPANSION

There is still time to register for the Northeastern Wisconsin Global Trade Conference to be held at the Radisson Paper Valley Hotel in downtown Appleton on Monday, April 5th.  The theme and purpose of this all-day conference is to help Wisconsin companies increase their global competitiveness.  The conference is being held in cooperation with the Offices of Congressman Mark Green and Congressman Thomas Petri, and is aimed at both new and experienced exporters.   Last year's highly successful conference was held in Green Bay with over 300 attendees participating.  

A full schedule of morning and afternoon breakout sessions will focus on such topics as European Enlargement and its Benefits for Exporters, Doing Business in the Chinese Economic Area, Overview of U.S. Trade Agreements, International Exchange Programs, Careers in International Business, Cross-Cultural Communication for Exporters, Export Compliance Update, Managing and Motivating International Distributors, Strategies to Improve Global Business, and International Logistics Issues.  Experienced professionals will address these topics and provide information on how Wisconsin exporters can better understand and take advantage of international opportunities.  

Advance registration (before April 2) is only $75, including continental breakfast, AM and PM breaks, lunch, all handout material, a networking reception, and exhibits by export service providers.  To receive a conference brochure with registration details and the complete program agenda, please contact Jerald Veit by e-mail at jerald.veit@mail.doc.gov.   

MARCH ISSUE OF EXPORT AMERICA MAGAZINE NOW ONLINE

The March, 2004, issue of Export America magazine is now available for readers online.  Export America is the official international business magazine of the U.S. Department of Commerce.  Articles featured online from the March issue include:

"Look Before You Leap: Essential Advice for Doing Business in China"

"Mexican Manufacturing Devours U.S. Goods: Importing Components and Exporting Finished Products

"Marketing Communications: A Good First Impression is the Foundation for Sales"

Global news briefs and country market overviews can also be accessed from the Export America website, as well as a wealth of articles from previous issues.  Visit Export America today at: http://www.export.gov/exportamerica/

A FISTFUL OF WEBSITES

And here are some of the interesting websites I've stumbled across recently:

-- Instant Currency Conversion: Go to http://www.oanda.com and try out their FXConverter (Foreign Exchange Currency Converter).  This is a multi-lingual currency converter with up-to-date exchange rates provided from leading market data contributors. You can get current or historical exchange rates for any of the 164 currencies listed, simply by selecting the desired pair of currencies, as well as the date, language, and amount for which you would like to conduct the conversion.  This website also provides real-time currency rates, cross-rate tables, and the ability to determine cash, credit card, and interbank conversion rates.  Not to mention the Economist magazine's famous Big Mac Index, which can be used as an indicator whether various currencies are over- or undervalued against the dollar.

-- Johnstown, PA Is the Place to Be: Or maybe San Francisco, Boston, or more than 300 other cities.  Ever wonder where the "ideal" place would be for working or retirement?  If so, you might want to visit Sperling's Best Places website at http://www.bestplaces.net.  This interactive site is jammed with comparative information about small, medium, and large cities throughout the United States.  Included are 3,000 city profiles as well as information on public schools in 16,000 districts.  

My favorite part of the website is a feature called "Find Your Best Place."  Here you can enter your own personal preferences about which characteristics are most important for your ideal city, such as low crime rate or low taxes, short commuting times, good public transportation, high-quality medical services, climate, arts and culture, sports, recreation, and other factors.  The computer will then automatically calculate a customized ranking of over 300 locations based on your individual input.  The results may surprise you, even if you have no intention of relocating anytime soon.  

-- How to Find that Perfect Gift:  If you frequently host international guests and would like new ideas about attractive but reasonably priced gifts, try visiting the U.S. Mint website at http://www.usmint.gov.  Here you can order a wide selection of American commemorative coins, including silver Liberty dollars, the special 50-state quarter collection, and many others.  U.S. coins make a great souvenir for your visitors and are light and compact for them to carry on the trip home. 

This newsletter is provided as a public service by the Milwaukee Export Assistance Center, U.S. Department of Commerce.  Mention of non-government websites and resources is for informational purposes only and does not imply any endorsement.  To unsubscribe, please e-mail the editor at jerald.veit@mail.doc.gov.  Thank you!

_______________

HOW TO CONTACT US:

Milwaukee Export Assistance Center

U.S. Department of Commerce

517 E. Wisconsin Avenue, Room 596

Milwaukee, WI 53202

Tel 414-297-3473

Fax 414-297-3470

E-mail: Milwaukee.Office.Box@mail.doc.gov

Websites: http://www.buyusa.gov/uppermidwest/ and http://www.export.gov/cs/
