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Trade Calendar for North and South Carolina


 February 2004





******************************* SPECIAL NOTICE******************************* 





Grant Aldonas, U.S. Under Secretary for International Trade, 


to Speak in Charlotte on February 12. 


See Page 3 for Details on This and Other Upcoming NC/SC Trade Events.





***************************************************************************************


National Manufacturing Week – February 23-26, 2004 in Chicago – U.S. manufacturers interested in expanding their export sales will learn about new markets in Asia, Africa and the Near East at this year’s National Manufacturing Week.  Twenty-eight U.S. Commercial Service Officers from these countries will be on hand to provide export help, including the pros and cons of each market and the best prospects for manufacturing.  U.S. manufacturing exporters interested in one-on-one meetings with these Commercial Officers may schedule appointments by registering on-line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/eme/nmw.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/eme/nmw.html�. While at the show, please stop by the U.S. Export Pavilion booth 4857 and get help with export financing, shipping and export regulations from the U.S. Commerce Department, the Small Business Administration and the U.S. Export-Import Bank.  For more information about National Manufacturing Week, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.manufacturingweek.com" ��www.manufacturingweek.com�.  





UN Procurement Seminar – How to Do Business with the United Nations – UN organizations spend USD $4.6 billion per year to supply their worldwide operations and are constantly seeking new sources of goods and services.  They are buying everything from medical supplies to computer training for their hundreds of operations around the world.  Each UN organization has its own procurement process for goods and services that they typically purchase.  Learn how to sell to the various UN organizations at a two-day seminar to be held in New York City, April 26-27.  On the first day, attendees will learn how to untangle the web of the UN Procurement systems and learn the rules that apply to all businesses attempting to sell to the UN.  On the second day, attendees will break up into industry groups.  For additional information or to register, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nexcoseminar.com" ��www.nexcoseminar.com�.





Report Examines Bribery’s Effect on International Business & Governments – In 1977, the US became the first country to criminalize bribery of foreign officials.  Other countries recognized bribes as a business expense, or simply looked the other way.  In the 1990s, Commerce Secretaries Mickey Kantor and Bill Daley helped launch and conclude an OECD Convention on Bribery and Corruption outlawing such practices internationally, which has now been ratified by all 35 OECD countries.  Each year, the USDOC does a survey to estimate the level of existing bribery.  This year’s survey found that about 40 major contracts worldwide, valued at $23 billion, were likely influenced by bribes in the year 2002.  This is down from earlier years when the number was estimated at 60.  It may fall further, more than 100 countries are currently signing on to the UN’s “Merida Convention”, an agreement which covers topics such as government procurement, bribery and money-laundering, and provides stronger legal grounds for freezing the overseas assets of corrupt officials.  At the same time, the US has fallen from 14th place to 18th on a ranking developed by NGO Transparency Intl.  The ranking is based on surveys of businesses, scholars, and market analysts about perceptions of corruption in 135 countries. For more information, see Transparency Intl., 2003 Index: � HYPERLINK "http://www.transparency.org/pressreleases_archive/2003/2003.10.07.cpi.en.html" ��http://www.transparency.org/pressreleases_archive/2003/2003.10.07.cpi.en.html�.





Egypt, Israel, Turkey, Jordan, Lebanon and West Bank/Gaza - It just got easier to sell to these six markets via the Access Eastern Mediterranean Program, a new and innovative, regional export promotion program offered by the U.S. Commercial Service at the American Embassies in these countries.  Our experienced Commercial Specialists in each of these six markets will combine and coordinate their efforts to proactively market your products or services in their respective countries between April 15 and June 21.  For Market Briefs on all six countries, full program details and to register on-line, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/easternmed/" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/easternmed/�.








Your Global Business Partner





February 2004





The U.S. Department of Commerce's (USDOC)


U.S. Export Assistance Centers Serving North and South Carolina —





Charlotte, NC USEAC


(704) 333-4886; 332-2681fax


Sam Troy, Network Director


Juanita Harthun, Trade Specialist


Shannon Healey, REI Assistant


Dan Holt, SBA, Int’l. Finance Officer


Greg Sizemore, Trade Specialist


George Thomas, Trade Specialist


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Office.charlotte@mail.doc.gov" ��Office.Charlotte@mail.doc.gov�





Greensboro, NC USEAC


(336) 333-5345; 333-5158 fax


John Schmonsees, Manager


Iris Conner, Trade Reference Asst.


� HYPERLINK "mailto:John.Schmonsees@mail.doc.gov" ��John.Schmonsees@mail.doc.gov�





Raleigh, NC USEAC


(919) 715-7373 x 612; 715-7777 fax


Debbie Strader, Manager


Shirreef Loza, Trade Specialist


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Debbie.Strader@mail.doc.gov" ��Debbie.Strader@mail.doc.gov� 





Columbia, SC USEAC


(803) 765-5345; 253-3614 fax


Ann H. Watts, Director


Jayne Woodward, Trade Specialist


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Office.Columbia@mail.doc.gov" ��Office.Columbia@mail.doc.gov�





Charleston, SC USEAC


(843) 760-3794; 760-3798 fax


Phil Minard, Manager


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Phil.Minard@mail.doc.gov" ��Phil.Minard@mail.doc.gov�





Greenville, SC USEAC


(864) 271-1976; 271-4171 fax


Denis Csizmadia, Manager


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Denis.Csizmadia@mail.doc.gov" ��Denis.Csizmadia@mail.doc.gov�
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Check Out These Valuable Resources:





MyDoom.B Computer Virus  – The U.S. Department of Homeland Security has issued a Cyber Security Alert for the MyDoom.B computer virus.  For details, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.emergencyemail.org/cyber1.asp" ��http://www.emergencyemail.org/cyber1.asp�.


Manufacturing in America:  A Comprehensive Strategy to Address the Challenges to U.S. Manufacturers - A complete copy and a summary of this recently released report by the Bush Administration can be found at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.commerce.gov" ��www.commerce.gov�.


China Commercial Brief:  A biweekly publication prepared by the U.S. Commercial Service in Beijing featuring summaries of developments in China’s commercial sectors; tips on doing business in China; and U.S. Embassy news.  To view on-line, go to:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/china/en/" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/china/en/�.  To receive by e-mail, send blank e-mail to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:join-china-commercial-brief@list.xianzai.com" ��join-china-commercial-brief@list.xianzai.com�.





















































TRADE NEWS is the monthly newsletter of the U.S. Commercial Service, U.S. Dept. of Commerce in North and South Carolina.  It is distributed by email.  To correct, add or delete an address, send complete contact information to the Columbia USEAC at the email address or fax # above.





North Carolina:


February 18:	Central American Free Trade Agreement Seminar – This half-day seminar will discuss the issues and explain the benefits of CAFTA for the textile and apparel industry sectors.  Featured presenters include representatives from WL Ross & Co., LLC; Alston & Bird, LLP; USDOC.  Sponsors:  Greensboro USEAC, Piedmont Triad Chapter of the NC World Trade Assoc. (NCWTA), National Textile & Apparel Team, NC District Export Council, and USDOC’s Office of Textiles and Apparel Location/Time: Marriott Greensboro Airport Hotel, Greensboro; 7:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.   Cost:  $55 for NCWTA members and $85 for nonmembers. (includes continental breakfast, lunch and conference materials). Contact:  John Schmonsees, Greensboro USEAC, 336-333-5345, � HYPERLINK "mailto:john.schmonsees@mail.doc.gov" ��john.schmonsees@mail.doc.gov� or email the NCWTC at � HYPERLINK "mailto:caftanc.@lycos.com" ��caftanc.@lycos.com�.





February 25:	Resources for Developing Your International Business – Learn how local, state and federal agencies along with pro-business organizations can help you succeed in international trade.  Panel discussions led by Ambassador Mark Erwin and Ambassador Ed Brynn will provide up-to-date information from eight government agencies and pro-business organizations.  Sponsors:  Charlotte USEAC, Central Piedmont Community College, N.C. District Export Council; Location/Time: CPCC West Campus, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Cost:  $99 includes continental breakfast, lunch, refreshments and seminar materials.  Contact:  Mona Rabon, CPCC, (704)-330-4654 or visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.cpcctraining.org/Leadership_Management/International%20Trade.asp" ��http://www.cpcctraining.org/Leadership_Management/International%20Trade.asp�.





South Carolina:


February 26:	Video Market Briefing with the U.S. Commercial Service in Toronto, Ontario – Carolina companies are invited to attend a live video conference with the U.S. Commercial Service in Toronto, Ontario to learn about export sales opportunities in Canada.  Commercial Specialists at the American Consulate General in Toronto will provide a market overview and offer their recommendations as to the best sales prospects for Carolina firms.  Attendees will also learn about RepCan 2004 (June 16-17 in Toronto), an annual flagship event hosted by the U.S. Commercial Service in Toronto that successfully pairs American exporters with Canadian distributors and representatives.  Sponsors:  Greenville USEAC and S.C. Department of Commerce Location/Time: SCDOC Presentation Center, 15th Floor, SouthTrust Building, 1201 Main Street, Columbia; 9:00 – 12:00 noon.   Cost:   Free, but registration is requested as seating is limited. Contact:   Denis Csizmadia, Greenville USEAC, 864-271-1976, � HYPERLINK "mailto:denis.csizmadia@mail.doc.gov" ��denis.csizmadia@mail.doc.gov� or Amy Thomson, SCDOC, 803-737-0488, � HYPERLINK "mailto:athomson@sccommerce.com" ��athomson@sccommerce.com�. 
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You Are Cordially Invited to Attend……….





GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT: PROSPERITY FOR THE CAROLINAS


An update for the business community on global trade and the status of manufacturing and competitiveness in America


Featured Speaker:      Grant Aldonas, U.S. Under Secretary for International Trade 





Thursday, February 12, 2003   4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.


MARRIOTT EXECUTIVE PARK


5700 Westpark Drive, Charlotte, NC 28217


Phone: 704-527-9650


Sponsored by: Charlotte World Trade Association and the U.S. Department of Commerce 


Additional Speakers Include: Raymond Owens III, VP and Senior Economist, Richmond Federal Reserve Bank


          Mike Bender, President, Image Products, Wilmington, NC





Over the past year, the U.S. Department of Commerce has held over 20 public roundtables to help identify the challenges facing the American  manufacturing sector.  The discussions included representatives from small, medium, and large companies from a broad range of industries, including every major sector.  Through this dialogue, the Bush Administration heard the challenges facing U.S. manufacturers, including concerns like generating stronger economic growth, reducing costs that erode competitiveness, and insisting on a level international playing field.  





As head of the International Trade Administration, Under Secretary Aldonas has played an instrumental role in helping to identify the challenges that lie ahead of the American manufacturing sector.  Under Secretary Aldonas will address these and other concerns extracted from the roundtable discussions, as well as provide remarks of the recommendations that Congress, the U.S. Department of Commerce, federal agencies, and the state and local  govern-ments are called to act upon in an effort to create conditions necessary for U.S. manufacturers to maximize their competitiveness. 





The Global Engagement Prosperity program will begin with presentations on international trade topics, followed by a reception and dinner with remarks by U.S. Under Secretary Aldonas. Registration is $32 for NCWTA members and $39 for guests.  RSVP required by Monday, February 9, 2004, 5:00 p.m.  Please click on the link below to obtain a copy of the registration form, as well as read the complete text for this engagement.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/southeast/globalengagement.html" ��www.buyusa.gov/southeast/globalengagement.html�














Italy – Export Opportunities for 2006 Olympics  - The U.S. Commercial Service in Italy is committed to helping US companies pursue export possibilities related to the 2006 Winter Turin Olympics.  While many contracts for Olympic-related projects will be awarded to Italian companies, U.S. companies can participate as partners, investors or suppliers in the games’ major infrastructure projects. The English language website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.torino2006.org/index.php?lang=en" ��http://www.torino2006.org/index.php?lang=en�, should be checked periodically by interested firms. The site for Agenzia Torino 2006, � HYPERLINK "http://www.agenziatorino2006.it" ��www.agenziatorino2006.it�, is updated every Monday and lists all tenders, including those for which bids have already been successfully submitted.  About 20 macro-categories for merchandising products have been identified, ranging from sportswear to food items.  Although some Licensees have already been selected, many more licensing opportunities are still available.  A complete listing of the licensing categories, rules and contacts can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.torino2006.org" ��www.torino2006.org�. (Select the “English” version.)





Proposed Rules – Mandatory Use of Simplified Network Application Processing System (SNAP+)  – In the Nov. 12, 2003 Federal Register, the Bureau of Industry and Security published proposed rules that would implement a new, internet-based system for submitting export licenses, classification requests, encryption review requests and license exception AGR notices.  The Bureau is now extending until Feb. 12, 2004 the call for public comments on the proposed rule.  Written comments should be e-mailed to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rpd@bis.doc.gov" ��rpd@bis.doc.gov�, or faxed to: 202-482-3355.  For information concerning SNAP+, contact George Ipock at � HYPERLINK "mailto:gipock@bis.doc.gov" ��gipock@bis.doc.gov�, tel:  202-482-5469 or go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.bis.doc.gov" ��www.bis.doc.gov�.





Scams – Iraq: Letters claiming to be from former officials in the Hussein regime of Iraq – similar to the advanced fee fraud schemes and Nigerian 419 Scams – are beginning to circulate.  If you receive an e-mail or letter requesting an action such as sending your bank account information to strangers, please do not reply and delete the message.





How to Reduce Import Taxes in Brazil: When there is no national production of a product, there is no reason to levy certain duties to protect a local industry.  In this case, the importer in Brazil can request a reduction of the import duty.  The U.S. Commercial Service in Brazil has written a report on this topic, published on Dec. 2, 2003.  It is available under Industry Reports at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov/marketresearch.html" ��http://www.export.gov/marketresearch.html�, or email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Office.Columbia@mail.doc.gov" ��Office.Columbia@mail.doc.gov� and request a copy.





Russia’s New Customs Code: Russia’s new Customs Code went into force on Jan. 1.  According to customs officials, the new code should result in more streamlined, transparent and predictable customs procedures for businesses and bring Russia in compliance with international standards.  The new code addresses a wide range of customs-related activities, including the legal regulation of customs regimes and procedures for payment collection.  It also establishes additional guarantees for protecting the interests of both importers and exporters.  The U.S. Commercial Service in Moscow has detailed this information in a report dated Dec. 29, 2003.  It is available under Industry Reports at � HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov/marketresearch.html" ��http://www.export.gov/marketresearch.html� or email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Office.Columbia@mail.doc.gov" ��Office.Columbia@mail.doc.gov� and request a copy.





Upcoming Domestic and International Trade Events:





March 9-12, 2004:  Propak in Johannesburg, South Africa – Largest packaging and processing show in Africa.  For information, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.propakafrica.co.za/" ��http://www.propakafrica.co.za/�.  CS Johannesburg is recruiting a catalog show for this event.


March 21-27, 2004:  Architecture, Construction & Engineering Trade Mission to Turkey, Bulgaria, and Croatia.  Mission will be lead by USDOC official.  For information, email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:sam.dhir@mail.doc.gov" ��sam.dhir@mail.doc.gov�.


March 28-April 1, 2004:  Enviro 04 in Sydney, Australia – USDOC is organizing a “Product Literature Center” (catalog show) at this event.  For information on Enviro 04, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.enviroaust.net" ��www.enviroaust.net�.  For information on the “Product Literature Center”, email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Sandra_collazo@ita.doc.gov" ��Sandra_collazo@ita.doc.gov�.


April 21-22, 2004:  U.S. Information Communication Technologies Trade Mission to Toronto, Ontario, Canada.  Limited to 10 companies.  For information, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/canada/en/page271.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/canada/en/page271.html�.


March 15-19, 2005:  CONEXPO-CN/AGG in Las Vegas – World’s largest international gathering place in 2005 for the construction and construction materials industries.  For information, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.conexpoconagg.com" ��www.conexpoconagg.com�
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