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Attention SC Exporters:  Are You Exporting to Colombia, Ecuador or Peru?  We have been invited to submit S.C. firms to be featured in the upcoming issue of “Faces of Trade,” a series of on-line and print publications which will focus on exporters who have sold their products and services in the Andean region.  The series, produced by TradeRoots, a program of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce in Washington, D.C., will be distributed to all members of congress, the U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. Trade Representative and the media. This is an excellent way to promote the importance of exporting as economic sustainability to those who shape the policy that can make or break our trade opportunities.  This particular series will feature small and mid-sized, U.S.-based companies that are doing work in the Andean countries: Colombia, Ecuador and Peru.  If you would like to be included in this edition, please contact Amy Thomson at the S.C. Department of Commerce, (803) 737-0488, � HYPERLINK "mailto:athomson@sccommerce.com" ��athomson@sccommerce.com�.





Portugal:  Newest Market of the Month - Portugal has become a diversified and increasingly service-based economy since joining the European Community in 1986.  Although Portugal is a European country it looks towards the Atlantic and to trade with others.  U.S. exporters have increasingly found this market to be receptive and eager for their goods.  Best prospects for U.S. exporters include telecommunications, computer and software, Internet and e-commerce, medical equipment, and more.   Learn more about this market at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov/comm_svc/press_room/marketofthemonth/portugal/portugal.html" ��http:://www.export.gov/comm_svc/press_room/marketofthemonth/portugal/portugal.html�.





USAID’s – Private Sector Commodity Import Program for Egypt – This program provides short/medium credit terms to Egyptian private sector firms to finance the importation of U.S. manufactured goods.  For the U.S. seller it means immediate payment for products shipped to a qualified Egyptian buyer.  Presently in excess of 5.4 billion dollars in U.S. goods have been purchased using this program.  For details, visit USAID  (U.S. Agency for International Development) website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.usaid.gov/procurement_bus_opp/import/comm.html" ��http://www.usaid.gov/procurement_bus_opp/import/comm.html�.





U.S. Commercial Service Launches Americas Website – This site consolidates the resources of U.S. Commercial Service offices in 21 markets throughout the region, providing companies with a single point of access to existing and proposed free trade agreements, market research, best prospects, trade event lists, industry-specific information, business service providers, useful links and key contact.  Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/americas/" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/americas/�.





Central & Eastern Europe and the NIS:  2005 SABIT Grant Program – SABIT offers competitive grants to cover a share of the costs of hosting mid-to-senior level Eurasian managers and scientists for three to six months of hands-on professional training in U.S. business, research, and technology development practices. $1.5 million in grant funding is available to U.S. companies and organizations. The SABIT Grants Program encourages U.S. exports and investment into Eurasia and assists economic restructuring by facilitating public-private partnerships between the U.S. and Eurasian scientific and business communities. Applications will be available the first week in February.  For further information please contact Patrick Brennan at 202-482-2077 or at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Patrick_Brennan@ita.doc.gov" ��Patrick_Brennan@ita.doc.gov�.





Recent Free Trade Agreements with Australia and Morocco – The Australia and Morocco FTAs, expected to go into effect on January 1, 2005, offer the most significant immediate reduction of industrial tariffs ever achieved in free trade agreements with a developed and a developing country, respectively.  They will provide immediate benefits for America’s manufacturing workers and companies and substantial benefits in a broad range of other sectors as well.  Markets for services such as life insurance and express delivery will be opened; intellectual property will be better protected; American investment will be facilitated through predictable access and a stable business environment.  American firms will be allowed to compete for Australia’s and Morocco’s government purchases on a nondiscriminatory basis for the first time.  South Carolina ranked #18 among all 50 states in total exports to both Australia and Morocco in 2003 with over $228 million merchandise shipments to Australia and $5 million to Morocco.  Statements of Interests for the Australia and Morocco FTAS provided to the U.S. Congress will help companies better understand the impact these agreements will have on trade with these countries.  To request a copy of the Australia and/or Morocco Statement of Interest, email � HYPERLINK "mailto:Office.Columbia@mail.doc.gov" ��Office.Columbia@mail.doc.gov�.





President Signs the African Growth and Opportunity Acceleration Act (AGOA 3) – AGOA offers eligible countries the most liberal access to the U.S. market available to any countries other than those with which the U.S. has free trade agreements.  Besides expanding trade preferences, AGOA supports U.S. business by encouraging reform of Africa’s economic and commercial regimes.  It offers tangible incentives for African countries to continue their efforts to reopen their economies and build free markets, which will build stronger markets and more effective partners for U.S. firms.  The Commerce Department participates in the annual AGOA eligibility review in which the U.S. Government assesses the progress that the Sub-Saharan African countries have made in terms of their reforms—including the elimination of barriers to U.S. trade and investment.  If U.S. companies experience difficulties resolving disputes, receiving national treatment or protecting their intellectual property rights, the AGOA eligibility review can be used as a tool to address these problems.  More information on AGOA, including a copy of the legislation and a list of eligible countries, can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.agoa.gov" ��http://www.agoa.gov�.





Major Projects in Hong Kong – The U.S. Commercial Service office in Hong Kong has recently published an updated “Major Projects in Hong Kong” booklet.  This 22-page publication provides an overview of Hong Kong and planned projects of interest to U.S. firms.  To request a copy, email � HYPERLINK "mailto:Office.Columbia@mail.doc.gov" ��Office.Columbia@mail.doc.gov�.
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The U.S. Department of Commerce's (USDOC)


U.S. Export Assistance Centers Serving South Carolina —








Columbia, SC USEAC


(803) 765-5345; 253-3614 fax


Ann H. Watts, Director


Jayne Woodward, Trade Specialist


Patrice Mickens, Field Support Spec.


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Office.Columbia@mail.doc.gov" ��Office.Columbia@mail.doc.gov�





The Columbia, SC office services the following counties: Aiken, Allendale, Bamberg, Barnwell, Calhoun, Chester, Chesterfield, Clarendon, Darlington, Edgefield, Fairfield, Kershaw, Lancaster, Lee, Lexington, Newberry, Orangeburg, Richland, Saluda, Sumter, York.�


Charleston, SC USEAC


(843) 760-3794; 760-3798 fax


Phil Minard, Manager


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Phil.Minard@mail.doc.gov" ��Phil.Minard@mail.doc.gov�





The Charleston, SC office services the following counties: Beaufort, Berkeley, Charleston, Colleton, Dillon, Dorchester, Florence, Georgetown, Hampton, Horry, Jasper, Marion, Marlboro,Williamsburg�and supports Columbus, Brunswick, and New Hanover counties in North Carolina.��Greenville, SC USEAC


(864) 271-1976; 271-4171 fax


Denis Csizmadia, Manager


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Denis.Csizmadia@mail.doc.gov" ��Denis.Csizmadia@mail.doc.gov�





The Greenville office services the following counties: Abbeville, Anderson, Cherokee, Greenville, Greenwood, Laurens, McCormick, Oconee, Pickens, Spartanburg, Union.
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Avondale Mills Receives Export Achievement Certificate





Avondale Mills, a manufacturer and marketer of cotton and cotton-blend fabrics and yarns, was presented an Export Achievement Certificate on Friday, September 17, at ceremonies at their Graniteville, SC, facility.  Congressman Gresham Barrett, Congressional District 3, made the presentation to Mr. Norman Taylor, Avondale’s Credit Manager.  The award was in recognition of Avondale’s recent shipment to a new market – Costa Rica.  Also in attendance were Ann Watts, Director, and Jayne Woodward, Senior International Trade Specialist, Columbia U.S. Export Assistance Center.  The Export Achievement Certificate was created by the U.S. Department of Commerce’s U.S. Commercial Service to recognize companies that have successfully entered the international marketplace for the first time or that have successfully entered a new market.  To view an article on Avondale’s export achievements, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/southcarolina/avondale.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/southcarolina/avondale.html�.    To view other South Carolina companies that have been recognized for their export efforts, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/southcarolina/exportachievementcertificate.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/southcarolina/exportachievementcertificate.html�.
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Make Plans Now to Attend the National District Export Council Conference!


October 19-21, 2004


                      	





TRADE NEWS is the monthly newsletter of the U.S. Commercial Service, U.S. Dept. of Commerce in South Carolina.  It is distributed by email.  To correct, add or delete an address, send complete contact information to the Columbia USEAC at the email address or fax # above.





South Carolina:	   





October 4:	Wood Packaging Regulations for Export & Import - Packaging certificates are "out." Approved stamps are "in" with regards to shipments containing coniferous and non-coniferous wood. USDA says this is the number one topic discussed with export/import companies on any given day! Come learn from the experts about the packaging regulation changes that will impact your export and import shipments..  Location/Time:  Central Piedmont Community College West Camput, 3210 CPCC West Campus Drive, Charlotte, NC; Two identical sessions:  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon. And 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Cost:  $10 per person to be collected at door. Sponsors:  USDA, U.S. Dept. of Commerce Export Assistance Centers, CPCC Continuing Education; Leapfrog Documentation Services, Inc.; International Freight Forwarders and Customs Broker Association, Register:  To reserve your seat, complete and submit registration form online at http://www.buyusa.gov/southcarolina/woodpackaging.html.  Questions?  Contact Jayne Woodward, Columbia U.S. Export Assistance Center, (803) 253-3612, email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jayne.woodward@mail.doc.gov" ��jayne.woodward@mail.doc.gov�.





October 12:	CWIT – Charleston Women in International Trade Monthly Luncheon  - Tony McManus, Founder of Concrete Results, will speak at Charleston Women in International Trade’s Tuesday, October 12, 2004, luncheon and professional development seminar. Location/Time:  Radisson Airport Hotel, 5991 Rivers Avenue, North Charleston, SC 29406, starting at 11:45 AM. Cost: $20 members/$25 non-members. To Register:  RSVP via email: cwit@sccommerce.com or by phone:  803.737.0488. For more information visit CWIT on the web at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cwitsc.org" ��http://www.cwitsc.org� 





November 9:	CWIT – Charleston Women in International Trade Monthly Luncheon  - Rick Wen, VP of Business Development of OOCL Inc., will speak at Charleston Women in International Trade’s Tuesday, November 9, 2004, luncheon meeting. Location/Time:  Radisson Airport Hotel, 5991 Rivers Avenue, North Charleston, SC 29406, starting at 11:45 AM. Cost: $20 members/$25 non-members. To Register:  RSVP via email: cwit@sccommerce.com or by phone:  803.737.0488. For more information visit CWIT on the web at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cwitsc.org" ��http://www.cwitsc.org� 





December 7:	Finding and Managing International Trade Representatives – This ½ day program will cover 1) locating, targeting and screening representatives, 2) contracts, 3) managing and motivating reps; and 4) severing the rep relationship.  Speakers, all members of the S.C. District Export Council, include:  Cecilia Shepherd, Compass International, Inc.; Dorette Coetsee, S.C. Export Consortium; Henry M. Burwell, Nelson, Mullins, Riley & Scarborough, LLP; Jim Cox, TradeSouth, LLC; David Cloer, International Industries Corp.; Denis Csizmadia, Greenville U.S. Export Assistance Center; and Clarke Thompson, S.C. Department of Commerce.  Sponsors:  S.C. District Export Council and the Greater Greenville Chamber of Commerce, Location/Time: Greater Greenville Chamber of Commerce, 24 Cleveland Street, Greenville, SC; 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  Cost:  $20 per person To Register:  Complete and submit registration form online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/southcarolina/reps.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/southcarolina/reps.html�.  Contact:  Ann Watts, Columbia USEAC, 803-765-5345, ext. 3, � HYPERLINK "mailto:ann.watts@mail.doc.gov" ��ann.watts@mail.doc.gov�.  
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For more information or to register: � HYPERLINK "http://www.districtexportcouncil.com/conference.cfm" ��http://www.districtexportcouncil.com/conference.cfm�


Questions?  Contact Ann Watts, Executive Secretary, S.C. District Export Council, (803) 765-5345, � HYPERLINK "mailto:ann.watts@mail.doc.gov" ��ann.watts@mail.doc.gov�





















































Commerce Under Secretary Aldonas Launches New Tools to Help U.S. Small and Medium-Size Exporters Take Advantage of China’s Growing Market





On September 14, Under Secretary of Commerce for International Trade Grant Aldonas unveiled three new tools to help U.S. companies expand exports to China’s growing market:  1) The China Business Information Center, 2) The American Trade Centers and 3) The Global Supply Chain Initiative.  The China Business Information Center (BIC) is the first comprehensive U.S. federal government resource aimed at helping American businesses take advantage of China’s rapid integration into the global economy.  The BIC at � HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov/china" ��http://www.export.gov/china� is located within Commerce’s U.S. Commercial Service (USCS) and features practical information that the American exporter can use to achieve tangible commercial results including: country and industry-specific information, exporting steps and tips, current market research, timely export leads, upcoming trade events, and vital regulatory information. The American Trade Centers program increases the Commerce Department’s ability to help U.S. companies tap into export markets in second-tier but very large commercial centers in China, such as Wuhan, Nanjing, Dalian, Chongqing, and Xiamen.  The program devotes increased resources, including personnel, to promoting U.S. business exports to China, where USCS already has the largest staff of any USCS Section in the world.  The American Trade Centers program will link U.S. firms with regional and local authorities and the Chinese business community in these commercial hubs.  This will help U.S. firms take advantage of opportunities to compete for major infrastructure projects and sell directly to Chinese importers by providing targeted market research, counseling, introductions, and representation at trade shows.  The Global Supply Chain Initiative is aimed to help U.S. small businesses identify global supply chains that will take American manufactured goods overseas.  As part of this initiative, USCS will conduct a series of sector specific trade missions involving tier 2 and tier 3 suppliers to major manufacturing centers around the world.  The first will be an auto parts trade mission this spring to China.  In addition, USCS officers in key manufacturing cities will reach out to large non-U.S. multinational companies to identify the companies’ needs and inform U.S. small businesses of these potential opportunities.  Since most small businesses only have one or two companies they supply, the Commercial Service is developing a CD and seminar program on how to access global supply chains in conjunction with the Department’s Manufacturing Extension Partnership program.   To highlight these new tools and encourage U.S. small businesses to consider exporting to China, The Commerce Department is holding a series of outreach events throughout the United States in the coming months. For more information on the China BIC, please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov/china" ��http://www.export.gov/china� or call 800-872-8723.  Information about China BIC outreach events can be found on the Trade Events section of � HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov/china" ��http://www.export.gov/china�.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/easternmed" �Access Eastern Mediterranean Program�





The U.S. Commercial Service announces a new, cost-effective and coordinated way to promote your products and services to a regional market of 180 million consumers in seven countries. The  Access Eastern Mediterranean (AEM) Program is a U.S. Department of Commerce initiative, created and managed by the U.S. Commercial Service offices in Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey and West Bank/Gaza (with options for Morocco).  The basic service is a roughly month-long business partner search undertaken simultaneously in these six (or seven) markets by Embassy-based Commercial Specialists, who actively promote your products to literally hundreds of local importers, buyers and distributors. Information about your company and your products/services are also featured on the AEM website. To maximize exposure in the market, some of the events include Catalog Show booths at local industry trades shows.  All clients receive a single, combined Results Report listing all of the vetted contacts from each country that have expressed an interest in learning more about your products or services. To make it as easy as possible to follow-up on these leads, the participating Commerical Service offices offer the Gold Key Matching Service and the International Company Profile at half the usual fee for six months following participating in an AEM activity.


In the months ahead, AEM events are planned in the following sectors:   


Educational Services (Study USA) – October 13-25, 2004


Telecommunications Eq. & Services – Nov-Dec 2004 (Morocca option)


Healthcare/Medical Eq. & Services – Feb 2005


Automotive Aftermarket Products, April 2005 (Morocco option)


Safety and Security Eq. & Services, June 2005 (Morocco option)


For more information on the Access Eastern Mediterranean Program, go to:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/easternmed/" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/easternmed/�.








***************************************************************************************************************


The South Carolina Department of Commerce Cordially Invites You to Participate in the 4th Annual Business Matchmaking Mission to Europe


Larne, Northern Ireland; Munich, Germany & Barcelona, Spain - October 30-November 10, 2004





The South Carolina Department of Commerce will assist in identifying market opportunities, establishing pre-qualified business appointments and providing in-country support for participants.  For inquiries, please contact: Melissa McLeod, European Trade Manager, by phone (803) 737-2164, or by e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:mmcleod@sccommerce.com" ��mmcleod@sccommerce.com�.





***************************************************************************************************************














Pictured above are Cong. Gresham Barrett and Norman Taylor of Avondale Mills.





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.buyusa.gov/img/southcarolina/74" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Come and join several hundred international business professionals, manufacturers and policy makers as they converge on Memphis October 19-21 to attend the � HYPERLINK "http://www.districtexportcouncil.com/conference.cfm" \t "_blank" �2004 DEC annual conference� at the � HYPERLINK "http://www.peabodymemphis.com" \t "_blank" �Peabody Hotel�. Reap the latest information on the United States competitive future. Meet and engage with international business practitioners from across the United States. Hear from the senior management of some of this countries leading companies including, � HYPERLINK "http://www.districtexportcouncil.com/sponsors.cfm" \t "_blank" �FedEx� & � HYPERLINK "http://www.districtexportcouncil.com/sponsors.cfm" \t "_blank" �Tyson Foods� as well as senior policy makers for the Bush Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce Secretary, � HYPERLINK "http://www.districtexportcouncil.com/devans.cfm" \t "_blank" �Don Evans� (invited) and Undersecretary for International Trade, � HYPERLINK "http://www.districtexportcouncil.com/galdonas.cfm" \t "_blank" �Grant Aldonas� (confirmed). We will be featuring classic entertainment from � HYPERLINK "mms://hoerske.com/jasond/jasond.asf" �Jason D. Williams� at our opening reception.  Come and enjoy the sites and sounds of Memphis. � HYPERLINK "http://www.districtexportcouncil.com/fedextourinfo.cfm" \t "_blank" �Tour the FedEx� worldwide distribution facility. 








�








_1092129645.doc
[image: image1.png]






