U.S. Trade and Development Agency

What is USTDA?

USTDA is an independent U.S. Government

Agency, funded by the U.S. Congress, and part

of the U.S. Government’s trade finance team.

What are USTDA’s objectives?

Our aim is a win-win scenario with two primary

objectives: 1) to provide assistance on projects

that are vital to economic and social development in middle-income and developing countries worldwide; and 2) to help U.S. companies provide goods and services to overseas development projects.

What types of projects does USTDA 

support?

USTDA provides grant funding for the planning

of major infrastructure projects. USTDA-funded

studies help determine the technical, economic,

and financial feasibility of a project. They also

help to promote environmentally-sound project

development at an early stage.  While USTDA projects span a wide variety of sectors, many focus on energy and power, transportation and aviation, mining and minerals development, telecommunications, environmental infrastructure and services, and others.

On what project eligibility factors should

a foreign sponsor focus?

For USTDA eligibility, projects must:

1. Be likely to receive implementation financing

and have a procurement process that provides

“equal access” to U.S. firms;

2. Be a development priority of the country

where the project is located.

3. Represent substantial potential for commercial

cooperation with American companies.

With whom does USTDA work?

USTDA provides feasibility study grants directly

to overseas project sponsors. A project sponsor is the local entity with the decision making authority and ability to implement the infrastructure project. The sponsor may be a government institution at the national, state/provincial, or local level, or it may be a local private sector company. USTDA is open for business in more than one hundred nations in Africa & the Middle East, Asia, Central & Eastern Europe, Eurasia, and Latin America & the Caribbean. 

What types of activities does USTDA support?

USTDA accomplishes its mission through

supporting early project planning activities,

which include technical assistance, feasibility

and specialized studies, and the organization

of orientation visits and conferences.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

USTDA funds technical assistance to project

sponsors related to the evaluation or implementation of projects. In some instances, USTDA also offers funding to foreign governments for technical assistance that supports capacity building initiatives and the implementation of trade agreements that may lead to increased U.S. exports.

FEASIBILITY STUDIES

Feasibility studies evaluate the technical,

financial, legal, and economic aspects of a

development project in the pre-investment

stage. Since this information is required to

assess the credit worthiness of a project before

it can proceed, USTDA feasibility studies

provide American firms with the opportunity

to get in on the “ground floor.”

How much money is available?

Each year, USTDA funds approximately 125

studies. The average USTDA grant is $400,000.

However, grants have been as large as $1 million.

How do I learn more?

Please read the attached list of sample TDA projects.  If you need more information or would like to propose a project, please contact the U.S. Commercial Service at the U.S. Embassy in Manila.

tel:  63-2-888-4088

fax:  63-2-888-6606

Manila.Office.Box@mail.doc.gov

