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Overview:  The Overseas Private Investment Corporation  (OPIC) was established as a development agency of the U.S. government in 1971. OPIC helps U.S. businesses invest overseas, fosters economic development in new and emerging markets, complements the private sector in managing the risks associated with foreign direct investment, and supports U.S. foreign policy. By expanding economic development in host countries, OPIC-supported projects can encourage political stability, free market reforms and U.S. best practices. 


Direct Loans and Guaranties:  OPIC offers various financing options to assist U.S. businesses investing overseas. OPIC views each project as unique and assesses each transaction individually. All projects seeking OPIC financing must be commercially and financially sound. They must be within the demonstrated competence of the proposed management, which must have a proven record of success in the same or a closely related business, as well as a significant financial risk in the proposed project.  Generally, OPIC tries to identify three sources of repayment and, therefore, may use a combination of available project cash flow, sponsor support, and collateral to reach a sound financing structure with a prudent security package. 


Eligibility:  OPIC requires significant U.S. participation in the projects it supports.  OPIC provides financing for overseas investments that are wholly owned by U.S. companies or that are joint ventures in which the U.S. sponsor firm is a participant.  The U.S. investor is expected to assume a meaningful share of the risk, generally through ownership of at least 25 percent of the equity in the project. OPIC support is generally available for new investments, privatizations, and expansions and modernizations of existing businesses. Acquisitions of existing operations are eligible for financing if the investor contributes additional capital for modernization and/or expansion.  


For additional information, please visit the OPIC web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.opic.gov" ��www.opic.gov� and then  contact:


Office of the Commercial Counselor


U.S. Embassy


25/F Ayala Life FGU Center


6811 Ayala Avenue


Makati City 1200


tel:  63-2-888-4088


fax:  63-2-888-6606
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