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April, 2004

Dear Colleague:

I’m pleased to invite you to become a member of the ATSC Forum, the preeminent advocacy organization for digital television (DTV) in the U.S. and beyond.  At the ATSC Forum, we promote the rapid implementation of DTV services and the adoption of the ATSC family of DTV standards, supporting the creation of worldwide markets for ATSC products and services.  As we succeed in these efforts, as we have thus far in the United States, Canada, Argentina and South Korea, these new markets increase the demand for your products and services and create economies of scale that accelerate the worldwide transition to DTV.

As the global economy evolves, the success of technological standards becomes ever more important to international trade and the competitive position of industries – both in North America and beyond.  This holds true for the television industry and all those companies that supply it with products and services.

By joining the Forum, your company can play a decisive role in the months ahead to ensure the success of our immediate goal:  to establish a common DTV standard -- the ATSC Standard -- throughout the Americas.  Our shared success will help expand your organization’s presence and visibility in the marketplace.  There are two types of membership in the Forum:  general members ($5,000/year), and sponsoring members ($25,000/year).  Sponsoring members also serve on the Forum’s Board of Directors.  Among the benefits of membership are:

· Access to key industry and government leaders in the Americas and beyond;

· Showcasing your organization’s products and services around the world;

· Participation in Forum seminars as speakers, panelists and guests;

· Receiving regular reports and updates on DTV programs and progress in various countries; and 

· Recognition in ATSC Forum activities and literature.

If you can join us in this important work, please fill out the attached application form and return it to membership@atscforum.org.  If you’d like further information, please contact me at rgraves@atscforum.org, or by phone at +1-703-222-0200.  I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,
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Attachment

What is the ATSC Forum?

· Separate organization, but affiliated with the Advanced Television Systems Committee (ATSC), established to educate policymakers, broadcasters, manufacturers and others regarding the benefits of digital television technology and to advocate adoption of the ATSC family of digital television standards 


· Mission:  Education, information and advocacy activities
– Explain the benefits of digital television
– Explain the technical and economic advantages of implementing ATSC standards
– Assist with implementation where ATSC standards are adopted (in cooperation
   with the ATSC)


· Geographical focus:  Global, with a clear order of priorities
– Mexico is a top priority.
– Brazil, Argentina, Chile and the rest of Latin America are the current primary focus.
-- DTV implementation in the U.S., Canada and Korea will be supported.
– Other 6 MHz countries in Asia will also be addressed and supported.
– Other Asian countries and the rest of world will be addressed as appropriate.

· Structure:  membership organization, with funding provided by annual membership dues.  General members pay $5,000/year and sponsoring members contribute $25,000/year or more.  Sponsoring members serve on the Steering Committee (Board of Directors). 


· The U.S. government provides financial and program support for the Forum’s efforts to promote DTV and a common DTV standard throughout the Americas.


· Technical professionalism
– The ATSC Forum operates according to the same high standards of technical
   professionalism that have been observed for the education and advocacy activities
   that have been conducted under the auspices of the ATSC since 1996.

Membership Application

Eligibility Requirements:  The ATSC Forum is open to corporations, trade associations, and other business entities and nonprofit organizations that:  (a) are directly involved with or materially affected by the digital television industry; (b) support the goals and objectives of the ATSC Forum to educate policymakers, broadcasters and others regarding the benefits of digital television and to advocate adoption of ATSC standards; and (c) agree to (i) bear a share of the expense incurred in the work of the ATSC Forum through payment of membership dues, and (ii) comply with the policies and procedures adopted by the ATSC Forum Steering Committee.  If distinct divisions of an organization have an interest in the work of the ATSC Forum, each may apply for membership.

The ATSC Forum Steering Committee will assess the qualifications of applicants for membership, and determine by vote whether to admit an applicant and whether the applicant will be admitted as a Steering Committee member or a General member.

What is the name of your organization?

	


Please give a brief description of your organization and specify your organization’s interest and qualifications to participate in the work of the ATSC Forum.

	

	

	


Please indicate whether your organization wishes to be a Steering Committee member or a General member of the ATSC Forum.  
(Steering Committee members pay annual dues of at least $25,000 and are entitled to one or more seats on the ATSC Forum Steering Committee (Board of Directors).  General members pay annual dues of at least $5,000.  Appropriate membership dues will be invoiced after this application has been processed.)


□
Steering Committee Member


□
General Member
Who will represent your organization in the ATSC Forum? (one person)
	name
	
	
	

	title
	
	phone
	

	
	
	facsimile
	

	company
	
	
	

	address
	
	e-mail
	

	
	
	website
	

	
	
	
	


	signature
	
	
	

	title
	
	date
	


Please submit this application via e-mail to membership@atscforum.org or via fax at 

1-703-222-0201.  Thank you!
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