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Trade Calendar for North Carolina


November– December 2004





U.S. Department of Commerce/International Trade Administration’s Trade Leads – View announcements from qualified international companies looking to source U.S. products and services and advertise government tender projects through our trade leads database.  All of our trade leads are pre-screened by our U.S. embassy or consulate staff overseas and are provided as a free service for U.S. exporters.  To search for leads, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov/comm_svc/tradeleads/stradeleads.asp" ��http://www.export.gov/comm_svc/tradeleads/stradeleads.asp�.





Canada Standards Overview – This report gives a detailed overview of the Canadian standards development and product testing and certification systems.  Products shipped to Canada must conform to the relevant Canadian standard.  In most instances, Canadian and U.S. standards are very similar, and products designed to conform to U.S. standards will meet Canadian standards with little or no modification.  In some product areas, such as air conditioning and refrigeration, U.S. and Canadian standards have been harmonized into a single North American standard.  Similarities between U.S. and Canadian standards however, do not relieve the U.S. exporter of the obligation to meet the Canadian standard.  For a copy of this 12-page report, email � HYPERLINK "mailto:Office.Charlottte@mail.doc.gov" ��Office.Charlottte@mail.doc.gov�. 





Commercial Service and Federal Express Partnership -The Commerce Department’s U.S. Commercial Service (USCS) has partnered with Federal Express (FedEx) to provide ongoing support to Commercial Service efforts aimed at boosting exports from U.S. small and medium-size businesses. According to the agreement, FedEx will inform its customers about the benefits of the USCS worldwide export assistance network of 108 domestic offices and 149 posts in 78 countries that provide export assistance. The agreement includes linking the USCS � HYPERLINK "http://www.BuyUSA.com/" \t "_blank" �www.BuyUSA.com� and FedEx web sites and will include joint export promotion activities. For details on the partnership, call your local USEAC.





Dominican Republic Joins Five Central American Countries in Historic Free Trade Agreement with U.S. - On August 5, 2004 the United States, the Dominican Republic, and representatives of five Central American nations signed the U.S. – Dominican Republic – Central America Free Trade Agreement (DR-CAFTA). This historic agreement creates the second-largest free trade zone in Latin America for U.S. exports. Dominican Republic - Best Prospects for U.S. Exports are:


Sporting Goods and Recreational Equipment 


Fabrics, Cosmetics and Toiletries 


Telecommunications Equipment 


Hotel and Restaurant Equipment 


Agricultural Products  (Wheat, Corn, Lumber, Tobacco, Soybean Meal and Oil, Animal Fat, and Sweeteners) 





EU to Lift FSC Sanctions - U.S. Trade Representative Robert B. Zoellick recently thanked Congress for removing the Foreign Sales Corporation/Extra-Territorial Income (FSC-ETI) tax provisions of the tax code.  The ending of the FSC-ETI provision was necessary to bring the United States into compliance with its international trade obligations, after the ruling in the World Trade Organization (WTO). The European Union has been levying an extra tariff on U.S. exports to Europe since last March, hurting American manufacturers and exporters. Starting at five percent, the tariff has been increasing at one percent each month since then. It is currently at 12%.  Now that Congress has removed the FSC-ETI provision, the EU should stop levying the extra tariff January 1, 2005.





Business Executives’ Enforcement Team (BEET) Town Hall Meeting – The Office of Export Enforcement (OEE) will be hosting a regional BEET Town Hall meeting in Nashville, TN, on November 9, 2004.  The BEET will focus on presentations covering recent investigations that are expected to help attendees learn from the mistakes of others.  Senior members of the U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of Industry and Security, including representatives from Export Enforcement and the Office of Chief Counsel, will cover export control issues.  Also scheduled to participate are representatives from the U.S. Dept. of Justice and the U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security.  Only one or two of these meetings are scheduled throughout the country each year.  For registration information, email � HYPERLINK "mailto:Office.Charlotte@mail.doc.gov" ��Office.Charlotte@mail.doc.gov�. 





Business Opportunities at EBRD - The Commercial Service Liaison Office to the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (CS-EBRD) focuses on project opportunities in the 27 countries of the former Soviet bloc.   The Bank’s name is somewhat misleading, for the U.S. is actually the largest single shareholder in the EBRD.  The CS Liaison Office helps U.S. companies (SMEs as well as large firms) to take advantage of the numerous business opportunities offered by the EBRD.  For more information, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/ebrd" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/ebrd�.. 





U.S. Calls on Japan to Bolster Regulatory Reform – On October 14, Deputy U.S. Trade Representative Josette Shiner presented the Japanese Government with extensive reform recommendations designed to help sustain Japan’s recent return to growth and open markets for U.S. companies.  These recommendations build on significant progress achieved in recent years to reduce the myriad of regulations in Japan, including measures that have substantially lowered customs processing fees at Japan’s international airports for express delivery services, reduced rates for calling mobile phones, and increased consumer choice in innovative medicines.  Submitted under the U.S.-Japan Regulatory Reform and Competition Policy Initiative (Regulatory Reform Initiative), the recommendations presented to the Japanese Government cover key areas such as information technologies, telecommunications, medical devices and pharmaceuticals, energy, and competition policy.











Your Global Business Partner





The U.S. Department of Commerce's (USDOC)


U.S. Export Assistance Centers Serving NC —





Charlotte, NC USEAC


(704) 333-4886; 332-2681fax


Sam Troy, Network Director


Juanita Harthun, Trade Specialist


Shannon Healey, Trade Specialist


Dan Holt, SBA, Int’l. Finance 


Greg Sizemore, Trade Specialist


George Thomas, Trade Specialist


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Office.charlotte@mail.doc.gov" ��Office.Charlotte@mail.doc.gov�





The Charlotte USEAC services the following counties: Alexander, Alleghany, Anson, Ashe, Avery, Buncombe, Burke, Cabarrus, Caldwell, Catawba, Cherokee, Clay, Cleveland, Davie, Gaston, Graham, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Iredell, Lincoln, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mecklenburg, Mitchell, Polk, Rowan, Rutherford, Stanly, Surry, Swain, Transylvania, Union, Watauga, Wilkes, Yadkin, and Yancey.�


Greensboro, NC USEAC


(336) 333-5345; 333-5158 fax


John Schmonsees, Manager


� HYPERLINK "mailto:John.Schmonsees@mail.doc.gov" ��John.Schmonsees@mail.doc.gov�





The Greenwboro USEAC services the following counties: Chatham, Cumberland, Davidson, Forsyth, Guilford, Harnett, Hoke, Lee, Montgomery, Moore, Randolph, Richmond, Rockingham, Sampson, Scotland, Stokes.�


Raleigh, NC USEAC


(919) 281-2750


Debbie Strader, Manager


Shirreef Loza, Trade Specialist


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Debbie.Strader@mail.doc.gov" ��Debbie.Strader@mail.doc.gov� 





The Raleigh USEAC services the following counties: Alamance, Beaufort, Bertie, Camden, Carteret, Caswell, Chowan, Craven, Currituck, Dare, Duplin, Durham, Edgecombe, Franklin, Gates, Granville, Greene, Halifax, Hertford, Hyde, Johnston, Jones, Lenoir, Martin, Nash, Northampton, Onslow, Orange, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Pender, Perqumans, Person, Pitt, Sampson, Tyrrell, Vance, Wake, Warren, Washington, Wayne, and Wilson., as well as Columbus, Brunswick, and New Hanover counties, which are supported in coordination with the Charleston, SC Office.�
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TRADE NEWS is the monthly newsletter of the U.S Commercial Service, U.S. Dept. of Commerce in South Carolina.  It is distributed by email.  To correct, add or delete an address, send complete contact information to the Columbia USEAC at the email address or fax # above.





North Carolina: 	


                  








 





November  9, 11:	                A Seminar Series to Provide Your Company with the Tools to be Competitive in the Global Marketplace -


The Charlotte Export Assistance Center cordially invites you to participate in an eight-week, export-training seminar designed to provide you and your company with the basic tools to enter or expand international markets.  The U.S. Small Business Administration, US Commercial Service and Minority Business Development Agency are conducting this program.  Cost: Free                        To Register: Call, fax or e-mail Dan Holt or Juanita Harthun at 704-333-4886, fax 704-332-2681,		                    email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:dan.holt@mail.doc.gov" ��dan.holt@mail.doc.gov�


Novermber 9:	The North Carolina South America Connection- Please save the date for the North Carolina South America Connection. A forum on the trade opportunities and challenges in Brazil, Chile, and Argentina. Attendees will have the advantage to hear ambassadors and speakers from the Southern Cone and Washington and present timely, relevant information about conducting business in South America. For more information, please contact the Raleigh U.S. Export Assistance Center at 919.281.2750


November 9: 	North Carolina’s Hidden Power Base: Information on North Carolina’s cargo market-  Please join the Carolina West Chapter of the North Carolina World Trade Association in welcoming Sarah Gaillard, Director of Container Logistics, North Carolina State Ports Authority. Ms. Gaillared will speak about how importers and exporters can influence port selection in North Carolina at the Grove Park Inn on Nov. 9 from 11:30-1:30.  $25 for members/$35 for non-members, lunch included.  For more information, please contact Chilton Rogers, 828.262.6662 or via email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rogersc@appstate.edu" ��rogersc@appstate.edu�. 


November 19: 	North Carolina and Japan: Trade and Investment Conference- Please join the World Trade Center in presenting a seminar on U.S.- Japanese relations.  For more information, please contact Ms. Carol Tharrington, North Carolina State University at 919.515.3450


November 30-April22 	Certified Global Business Training Seminars- Belmont Abbey College is offering advanced seminars to prepare individuals for taking the National Credentialing Examination certification in Global Business.  There will be a series of 8 individual seminars, spanning over a 5 -month period.  Each seminar can be taken independently.  Enrollment is limited to 20.  For more information, please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/79.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/79.html�.  To register contact Dr. Carol Brooks, Belmont Abbey, at 704.825.6661 or Cathy Comeau, 704.825.6897.
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PLEASE SAVE THE DATE FOR A VIDEOCONFERENCE WITH CHILE: December 13, 2004 The Charlotte U.S. Export Assistance Center, in conjunction with the Greensboro and Raleigh USEACs will be hosting a multi-point videoconference with the Commercial Service Santiago, Chile.  The videoconference will be held at 3 corresponding locations within NC that are to be determined.   Topics to be addressed are the Chile U.S.-Chile Free Trade Agreement, prospective industries in Chile for U.S. exporters, as well as an overall synopsis of Chile’s industry and economy.  For more information, please contact Shannon Healey at 704.333.4886.


***Using the U.S. –Chile Free Trade Agreement***The United States and Chile implemented a bilateral free trade agreement (FTA) on January 1, 2004. On that date, more than 85 percent of qualifying consumer and industrial goods became duty free. Duties on remaining industrial and agricultural products will phase out during the next 12 years, according to schedules set by the agreement. If your product has sufficient U.S. or Chilean content to qualify, preferential duty treatment can make your good more competitive in the Chilean market


Q WHAT ARE MY DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS?�A If you and your Chilean customer want to take advantage of the reductions in duty under the FTA and if the product qualifies, the goods being exported to Chile must usually be accompanied by a certification of origin. This declaration must include data elements required by Chilean Customs. Although shipments under $2,500 in value do not require a written declaration, the process for determining originating status is the same for products above and below this amount. There is no prescribed certificate of origin form; however, a sample document that includes all the required data fields can be downloaded from the same online tutorial mentioned earlier.


Q WHAT DUTIES AND TAXES WILL I PAY TO CHILEAN CUSTOMS? �A Without FTA preference, most goods entering Chile are subject to a tariff rate of 6 percent applied on the CIF (cost+insurance+freight) value for the shipment.This duty is eliminated for qualifying goods immediately upon entry when a declaration of origin is provided by the Chilean importer and accepted by Chilean Customs. In cases where it is impossible to supply a certificate of origin at the time of the shipment, the Chilean importer has up to one year after the goods' entry into Chile to obtain a refund of excess duties paid. The FTA does not reduce the standard 19 percent value added tax, which is the national sales tax collected on the duty-paid (CIF+duty) value.


Q DOES THE U.S.-CHILE FTA ADDRESS ISSUES OTHER THAN TARIFFS? �A The U.S.-Chile FTA contains commitments by both countries covering many non-tariff and regulatory issues, including services, intellectual property rights, investment, temporary entry of business or technical persons, and telecommunications. Chile is obligated to adopt stronger protection and enforcement provisions for copyrights, trademarks, patents, and trade secrets. Chile is also required to remove restrictive regulatory barriers for U.S. service providers.











Re-introducing U.S. Commercial Services Best Market Reports








This is a worldwide message to announce the re-posting of Best Market Reports on the Market Research Library.  We have noticed a surge in interest in the BMRs from the field, both domestic and international, and wanted to address this need.


Now you are able to access these reports via the web.  





To Access these reports, please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov" ��www.export.gov�, click on Market Research, and then click on one of the following industries.





There are 7 BMRs currently in the Market Research Library.  The sectors that they cover are:


Best Markets for U.S. Exports of Aircraft and Parts


Best Markets of U.S. Export for Airport and Ground Support Equipment


Best Markets of U.S. Export of Computers and Peripherals


Best Markets for U.S. Export of Medical Equipment and Technologies


Best Markets for U.S. Exports of Telecommunications Equipment and Services


Best Export Markets for U.S. Pollution Control Equipment


Best Markets for U.S. Export of Safety and Security Equipment





Strategy Targeting Organized Piracy (STOP) Cracks Down on Pirates


 Who Steal from American Workers





Commerce Secretary Donald L. Evans recently joined Ambassador Robert Zoellick, Attorney General John Ashcroft, Homeland Security Under Secretary Asa Hutchinson to focus on the Administration’s “Strategy Targeting Organized Piracy (STOP)” initiative.  The initiative � SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�protects American businesses and their products from counterfeiters and pirates who are stealing from America’s workers and robbing billions from the U.S. economy.  “For the past three years, the Bush Administration has aggressively worked to enforce intellectual property rights. Today’s STOP initiative allows us to leverage those efforts and new innovative solutions to better protect America’s intellectual property.” said Evans.  “One of President Bush’s top economic priorities has been to put counterfeiters and pirates who tilt the playing field against American companies out of business.  The STOP initiative gives American businesses clear steps to protect themselves from international counterfeiters and encourages businesses to adopt programs to insure that their supply chains are free from fakes.”





� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Under the STOP Initiative, Commerce will do the following:





Establish a hotline that provides a one-stop-shop for businesses to protect their intellectual property at home and abroad. 1-866-999-HALT provides businesses with the information they need to leverage the resources of the U.S.G. to protect their intellectual property rights.


Build a bridge between companies and US Customs to block bogus goods at the border.


Develop a comprehensive web-based guide for American innovators and businesses on how to safeguard their ideas and innovations.


Challenge industry leaders to develop voluntary guidelines/corporate compliance programs to ensure that their supply chains are free of trade in fakes.





The Commerce Department continues to focus on the President’s goal to level the playing field by opening new markets for American products and tough enforcement of international trade laws in order to grow our economy and create new jobs. “The Bush administration will continue knocking down the barriers to effective trade enforcement,” said Evans.  “Our goal is to ensure that the talents, the innovations, and the creativity of America’s brightest minds are protected from theft and piracy.”  











Check Out These Valuable Resources:





Recent Export America articles accessible online:  Brazil Means Business: Exploring Connections with our Largest Latin Partner -Most Americans know little about Brazil. With no earthquakes, typhoons, or recent wars, the country seldom appears in media reports: � HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov/exportamerica/NewOpportunities/no_brazil_0704.html" ��http://www.export.gov/exportamerica/NewOpportunities/no_brazil_0704.html�.   Ask the TIC: Using the U.S.-Chile Free Trade Agreement -The United States and Chile implemented a bilateral free trade agreement (FTA) on January 1, 2004.  On that date, more than 85 percent of qualifying consumer and industrial goods became duty free: � HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov/exportamerica/AskTheTIC/qa_chile_0704.html" ��http://www.export.gov/exportamerica/AskTheTIC/qa_chile_0704.html�.





Model Contracts – Access a collection of more than 160 model contracts and users’ guides selected for their practical interest for international commercial transactions at � HYPERLINK "http://www.jurisint.org/pub/02/en/index.htm" ��http://www.jurisint.org/pub/02/en/index.htm�.





INCOTERMS Wall Chart – Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.iccwbo.org/incoterms/wallchart/wallchart.pdf" ��http://www.iccwbo.org/incoterms/wallchart/wallchart.pdf� and print out an INCOTERMS wall chart for your office reference:  
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