CREDIT REPORTS ON OVERSEAS FIRMS

In many instances a simple background check on your potential customers will reduce your risk and allow you to enter new business relationships with confidence.  Information on potential or existing foreign buyers can be obtained through several agencies, both public and private:

International Company Profile - A service for checking the reputation, reliability, and financial status of a prospective trading partner.  Contact the Iowa Export Assistance Center, U.S. Department of Commerce at 515-288-8614, fax: 288-1437.

Several private firms also offer information on the credit status and reliability of foreign firms:

Dun and Bradstreet International
988 Eaton Avenue

Bethlehem, Pa  18025

Tel: 1-800-932-0025

Fax: 610-882-6005

http://www.dnb.com/
Graydon America
116 John Street, Suite 3300

New York, New York 10038

Tel: 1-800-466-3163

Fax: 212-385-9580

http://www.graydonamerica.com/
Owens OnLine, Inc.




6501 North Himes Avenue, Suite 104

Tampa, Florida 33614

Tel: 800-745-4656

Fax: 813-877-1826

http://www.owens.com/
Standard and Poor's 
55 Water Street

New York, NY 10041

Tel: 212-438-1000

http://www.standardandpoors.com/
Coface North America 
444 Madison Avenue, 24th Floor
New York, NY 10022
Toll-free: 877-6-COFACE (877-626-3223)
cofaceusa@coface.com
http://www.coface-usa.com


Prices from reports from these firms range from around $100 to significantly more depending on the country, type of report, and company pricing structures.
