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Dedicated just two months ago, the National World War II Memorial honors the 
16 million who served in the armed forces of the United States during World 
War II, the 400,000 who died, and the millions who supported the war effort 
from home. 
 
Flanked by two majestic arches representing the Atlantic and Pacific Theaters, 
the memorial is a monument to the spirit, sacrifice and commitment of the 
American people.  It is the first memorial dedicated to all who served during 
World War II.  The memorial stands as an important symbol of American 
national unity, a timeless reminder of the moral strength and power that can flow 
when a free people are bonded together in a common just cause. 
 
Designed by architect Friedrich St. Florian, the memorial is situated between the 
Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial.  In addition to the arches, 
twenty-four bas relief panels tell the story of America’s war years.  The WWII 
victory medal is inlaid at the base of the arches surrounded by the words 
“Victory on Land,” “Victory at Sea,” and “Victory in the Air”. 
 
The memorial also features 56 granite pillars, representing each of the states and 
territories from that era.  A commemorative area on the memorial’s west side 
recognizes the contributions and sacrifices made by members of the World War 
II generation and allies. 
 
Further information is available from www.wwiimemorial.com  
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