12 New Recreational/Leisure Parks in Amadora, Portugal

Amadora is located just outside of Lisbon and is one of its most populated suburbs.  There are excellent highway connections to Lisbon, trips from and to Amadora are around 10 minutes.  The Municipality of Amadora has 11 counties and each one is to have a leisure park. 

The new leisure park philosophy is evolving in Amadora.  Some of the existing green areas are to be converted and new areas will be created and transformed into twelve new parks with a diversity of themes.  The creation of theme parks is also a challenge that hopes to change the traditional passive attitude that people have when they go to a town park.

The twelve new parks are to be of different themes and dimensions.  Some will be constructed in existing problematic and undesirable areas within the municipality thus converting these into pleasant family leisure parks.  Of these, old waste facilities, shantytowns, neglected water routes and makeshift parking lots are to be replaced.  A few suggestions for the parks are snow runs, golf courses, children’s areas, a mini fluvial beach and spaces for traditional games to be joined by restaurants.  

Two special cases concern the counties of Carnaxide and Borel.  The first will house golf courses, tennis courts, soccer fields as well as a children’s park.  The second will house an extra-help school.

There has been criticism concerning the replacement of the pre-existing parks that were used by families and communities as well as the parks being open all day and well into the night.

In some parks, progress is already underway.  In Falagueira the waste facility at Boba no longer exists and this area will be converted into a snow park (reported separately).  The Government of Portugal (GOP) has aided financially for the projects to succeed but counts on help from the European Union as well as private investment.  Some international public tenders have already been launched for some of the parks and construction is expected to begin shortly.  In other cases the territory has been prepared for parks and public tenders will be launched throughout the remainder of 2003 and 2004.

U.S. theme park architects and engineering companies have an excellent opportunity to bid on some of these parks.  Suppliers of theme park equipment and rides should also be aware of existing opportunities.  U.S. companies interested in working with Portugal on the construction and management of the new parks should contact the Commercial Service Lisbon (full contacts at the end of this report).  The Municipality of Amadora is open to new ideas.  U.S. companies may change the themes of the parks and innovate freely for the bidding. 

SOME OF THE PARKS TO BE BUILT ARE:

SKI RUNS/BOBA

Area: 360,000 m²

Cost: 25 million euros

Present Status: Awaiting international public bidding. 

This was the location of the old waste facility of Boba.  The park’s theme is winter sports with artificial ski runs, creation of green areas for leisure, youth areas, aid stations and parking lots.

MAGIC ISLE OF LIDO

Area: 15,000 m²

Cost: 1.5 million euros

Present Status:  Construction begins in March of 2004

To be situated between the streams of Carenque and Amadora at Venteira.  An artificial beach will be created, the municipal plant nursery will be renovated, there will also be tea house, a library, and outdoor game area.  There will also be, in another part, a giant top and slide.

VILLA OF THE CONCEPTION

Area: 15,000 m²

Cost: 300 million euros

Present Situation: Phase 1: Contest;   Phase 2: Project phase

Space for this park is to be created in two phases.  Sheds, makeshift parking areas and vacant land will be eliminated.  There will be a space for children, parents and grandparent.  It includes open areas for various sports.

DECATHLON

Area: 220,000 m²

Cost: 10 million euros

Present Situation: In the final phase of construction

It is perhaps the most conventional space of the twelve parks.  Almost finished, a ‘green mountain’ was the goal of the heavy re-forestry creating a ‘lung’ in Alfragide, one of the entrances into Amadora.

CARENQUE

Area: 35,000 m²

Cost: 2 million euros

Final steps of construction to be done next September

In the town of Mina, the government and Valorsul sealed the waste facility and constructed an ecocenter for selective waste treatment.  There will now be green areas and a leisure area added.

LUIS DE CAMOES PARK

Area: 300,000 m²

Cost: 7.5 million euros

Present status:  Construction is expected to begin in January of 2004

The park is dedicated to Luis de Camoes, a famous Portuguese poet and it is to be located in the county of Brandoa.  It includes an exotic garden, a cave, and a stage.  The pavement will be inscribed with verses from the Luisadas, written by Luis de Camoes.  There will be a children’s recreational park as well as a parking area with 420 spaces.

ADVENTURE PARK

Area: 60,000 m²

Cost: 4.8 million euros

Present status:  Currently in the phase of the international public bidding

The construction will clean the Falagueira River and eliminate 350 sheds.  A transit school will be created as well as a game/recreational area.  A Community Center and waterwheel from the 15th century will be renovated.  A pedagogical children’s botanical learning garden is also to be constructed.    

BONITA PARK

Area: 10,000 m²

Cost: 400 million euros

Present status:  Construction to begin in February of 2004

In a still undeveloped area, in the county of Falagueira, the construction foresees green spaces, an observation deck, and specific areas for the elderly.  The Aqueduct of Lisbon, which was built between 1729 and 1749, is to be recovered and restored to be a major attraction of this park. 

NEUDEL PARK

Area: 50,000 m²

Cost: 3 million euros

Present status: Construction to start in November 2003

Together with Damaia, a public park is to be constructed with a waterfall and walking and public spaces.  A jogging/fitness circuit, children’s space and restaurants will transform this region into an area of reference for Amadora. 

25th OF APRIL PARK

Area: 7,000 m²

Cost: 150 million euros

Present status:  Construction to start in February of 2004

This is one of the most accessible projects.  It is located in Damaia and parallel to the train station.  This park is directed mainly for the elderly.  It has excellent natural lighting, walking paths as well as structures to allow gatherings and playing cards, etc.

GOA PARQUE

Area: 2,000 m²

Cost: 125 million euros

Present status: Construction to being in January of 2004

Located in the county of Damaia, this park is also mainly for the senior citizens.  Aid facilities will be constructed.  The area, presently abandoned, will benefit the elderly with green areas with exotic plant species, walking paths and gathering places for relaxation. 

BURACA PARQUE

Area: 20,000 m² 

Cost: 600 million euros

Present status:  Construction to start in November  2003

Previously a debris-dumping site, a tree-lined walking path will be created.  This park will have a closed space for popular games and an aromatic/fragrance gathering of plants (Garden of Smells) for the children.  Special lighting effects (natural and artificial) will create visually different scenes. 

U.S. companies working in the recreational park business, either construction, equipment or services, should be alert for the new existing opportunities in Portugal.  

EMBASSY CONTACTS
Street address:

The Commercial Service Lisbon

American Embassy

Av. Das Forcas Armadas - Sete Rios

1600 Lisboa, Portugal

Tel:  (351-21) 094-3300

Fax: (351-21) 726-8914

E-mail: office.lisbon@mail.doc.gov

Mailing address:

The Commercial Service Lisbon

American Embassy

PSC 83 Box FCS

APO AE 09726

Contacts:

Gregory Taevs

Commercial Attache

Tel:  (351-21) 770-2526     

Fax: (351-21) 726-8914

E-mail: gregory.taevs@mail.doc.gov
Ana Paula Vila

Tourism Specialist

Tel:  (351-21) 770-2532

Fax: (351-21) 726-8914

E-mail: ana.vila@mail.doc.gov
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