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U.S. Commerce Report on Manufacturing in 
America 
The U.S. Department of Commerce held over 20 public 
roundtables during 2003 to help identify the challenges facing  
American manufacturers today.   The discussions included 
representatives from small, medium, and large companies 
from a range of industries, including auto parts, aerospace, 
biotechnology, and semiconductors.  In January, Commerce 
issued, Manufacturing in America – a full report that provides 
an overview of the domestic and international economic 
environment facing American manufacturing.  It highlights the 
views of manufacturers regarding the challenges they face and 
advances policy recommendations to help ensure that 
government is creating the conditions necessary for U.S. 
manufacturers to maximize their competitiveness.  To view or 
print a copy of the report, go to 
http://www.commerce.gov/DOC_MFG_Report_Complete.pdf
(Note:  The lengthy document may take a few minutes to 
appear onscreen.) 

SABIT GRANT Opportunity 
The United States Department of Commerce, Special 
American Business Internship Training (SABIT) Program is 
pleased to announce the opening of the 2004 Grant round.     
Please click on the following link to access the 2004 Grant 
Application Kit:  
http://www.mac.doc.gov/sabit/2004_APP.pdf  
All application materials and supporting documentation are 
due by April 23, 2004. 
 
Through public-private partnerships, the SABIT Grant 
Program enables U.S. companies and organizations to build 
relationships and explore commercial opportunities in 
Eurasian markets by facilitating interactions with counterparts 
from Eurasia.  Structured as reimbursable awards, grants cover 
a share of the costs of hosting Eurasian managers and 
scientists for 3-6 months of hands-on training in U.S. business 
practices. 
 
The SABIT Grant Program not only satisfies the technical 
assistance needs of Eurasian economic development, but also  
 

 
 
provides a unique opportunity to facilitate cross-border 
cooperation with targeted individuals and organizations in 
Eurasia.  SABIT Grants offset the most substantial costs of the 
training program, and work to mitigate the risks of doing 
business in Eurasia.  A majority of U.S. hosts have 
entered into business relationships with their trainees in the 
form of joint ventures, distributorships, or contractual 
arrangements. For more information, please contact Patrick 
Brennan: 202-482-2077 or email:  
patrick_brennan@ita.doc.gov 
  
Russia Has A New Customs Code  
Russia’s new Customs Code went into affect on January 1, 
2004.  According to customs officials, the new code should 
result in a more streamlined, transparent and predictable 
customs procedures for businesses and bring Russia in 
compliance with international standards.  The new code 
addresses a wide range of customs-related activities,  
including the legal regulation of customs regimes and 
procedures for payment collection. It also establishes 
additional guarantees for protecting the interests of both 
importers and exporters.  The U.S. Commercial Service in 
Moscow has released this report and it is available at:  
http://www.buyusainfo.net/info.cfm?id=123264 

 

Proposed Rules – Mandatory Use Of Simplified  
Network Application Processing System 
(SNAP+) 
The Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) extended public 
comment  on the proposed rule implementing a new, Internet-
based system (SNAP+) for submitting export licenses, 
classification requests, encryption review requests and License 
Exception AGR notices.  
 
For information concerning SNAP+, contact George Ipock at 
e-mail: gipock@bis.doc.gov , telephone 202-482-5469 or go 
to http://www.bis.doc.gov 
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MAP Branded Marketing Program:  Marketing 
money for international agricultural product 
sales  

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 
 
EXPOBELTA 2004, Sao Paulo & Rio de Janeiro, Brazil:  
March 5-13, 2004 The Market Access Program (MAP) Branded was designed 

for small businesses that desire financial support to launch a 
new branded export effort. The Southern United States Trade 
Association (SUSTA) is a non-profit agricultural export trade 
development association comprised of the Departments of 
Agriculture of the 15 southern states and the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico.  Since 1973, their programs and services have 
assisted exporters of high-value food and agricultural 
products.   For accepted participants SUSTA reimburses up to 
50% of certain international marketing and promotion 
expenses, including eligible tradeshows, in-store displays, and 
required label changes.  Eligible MAP Branded products may 
be diverse as alligator hides, catfish, snack foods or hot sauce.  
For more information and requirements 

U.S. educational institutions are invited to join the U.S. 
pavilion organized by the U.S. Commercial Service.  For more 
information, please contact Frances Pirchio at the Baltimore 
Export Assistance Center at 410-962-4539, email 
Frances.Pirchio@mail.doc.gov 
 
CEBIT ’04, HANNOVER, GERMANY:  MARCH 10-17, 2004 
CeBit ranks as the world’s number one event for the 
Information/Communications Technology (ICT) sector.  It is 
the only trade fair where representatives of business, science, 
politics and media can see all the latest trends in a single 
location!  The Commercial Service is organizing a variety of 
events, including a CEO office, a U.S. Product Literature 
Center, and our popular Showcase Europe Showtime 
appointments.  For more information, please contact Frances 
Pirchio at the Baltimore Export Assistance Center at 410-962-
4539, email Frances.Pirchio@mail.doc.gov  

visit their website   http://www.susta.org/services/map.html 
 
DOMESTIC EVENTS 
 

 National Manufacturing Week – February 23-26, 
2004 in Chicago 
U.S. manufacturers interested in expanding their export sales 
will learn about new markets in Asia, Africa and the Near East 
at this year’s National Manufacturing Week.  Twenty-eight 
U.S. Commercial Service Officers from these countries will be 
on hand to provide export help, including the pros and cons of 
each market and the best prospects for manufacturing.  U.S. 
manufacturing exporters interested in one-on-one meetings 
with these Commercial Officers may schedule appointments 
by registering on-line at http://www.buyusa.gov/eme/nmw.html. 
While at the show, please stop by the U.S. Export Pavilion 
booth 4857 and get help with export financing, shipping and 
export regulations from the U.S. Commerce Department, the 
Small Business Administration and the U.S. Export-Import 
Bank.  For more information about National Manufacturing 
Week, visit www.manufacturingweek.com 

ENVI BRNO 2004, BRNO, CZECH REPUBLIC: 
APRIL 20-24, 2004    
This is one of the most important environmental trade shows 
in Central Europe and will open doors to the rest of Europe 
and Euroasia.  For additional information, contact Veronika 
Lukesova, Ecolinks Representative, U.S. Commercial Service, 
American Embassy Prague at 
veronica.lukesova@mail.doc.gov or Frances Pirchio at the 
Baltimore Export Assistance Center at 410-962-4539, email 
Frances.Pirchio@mail.doc.gov  

 
WORLDDIDAC 2004, BASEL, SWITZERLAND: 
OCTOBER 27-29, 2004 
Product Categories:  Educational hardware, software, models 
& toys; computer-based training & e-learning.  This show is 
an effective platform to develop international business 
worldwide.  There will be 450 exhibitors from 35 countries, an 
e- learning campus, and an international education conference.  
The U.S. Commercial Service will again organize an official 
U.S. Pavilion at Worlddidac 2004, in order to allow U.S. 
companies to participate cost-effectively.  Exhibitors will 
receive a full package of services, including ready-to-move-in 
booths, official catalog listing, highly visible decoration and 
exhibitors name as well as a common area with an Information 
Desk and free refreshments.   For more information, please 
contact Frances Pirchio at the Baltimore Export Assistance 
Center at  410-962-4539, email 
Frances.Pirchio@mail.doc.gov.  For more information visit 
http://www.buyusa.gov/switzerland/en/page81.html 

 
How to Do Business with the United Nations    
United Nations Procurement Seminar   
April 26 – 27, 2004 in New York City   
 
UN organizations spend USD $4.6 billion per year to supply 
their worldwide operations and are constantly seeking new 
sources of goods and services.  Learn how to sell to the 
various UN organizations at a two-day seminar to be held in 
New York City.  On the first day, attendees will learn how to 
untangle the web of the UN Procurement systems and learn 
the rules that apply to all businesses attempting to sell to the 
UN.  On the second day, attendees will break up into industry 
groups.  For additional information or to register, visit:  

 
 http://nexcoseminar.com/     
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LOCAL EVENTS   
 
EXPLORING THE FUTURE OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY FOR THE 21ST CENTURY AND BEYOND 
 
APRIL 14, 2004 – WASHINGTON, DC  
The U.S. Small Business Administration’s Philadelphia 
Regional Office will present – A Small Business Homeland  
Security Issues and Opportunities Symposium – Exploring the 
Future of Homeland Security for the 21st Century and Beyond. 
Location/Time:  The Heritage Foundation, 214 Massachusetts 
Avenue, N.E., Washington DC, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Symposium Highlights:  The Honorable Tom Ridge,  
Avenue, N.E., Washington DC, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Symposium Highlights:  The Honorable Tom Ridge,  
U.S. Department of Homeland Security has been invited. U.S. Department of Homeland Security has been invited. 
Workshops on:  Homeland Security related topics and 
Research/Development opportunities at Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities. 

Workshops on:  Homeland Security related topics and 
Research/Development opportunities at Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities. 
Matchmaking Forum:  Networking with Large Businesses, 
Federal Agency Procurement Representatives and One-on-
One Meetings.  Contact:  Frances Pirchio, Export Assistance 
Specialist, Department of Commerce at 410-962-4539 or 
email:  Frances.Pirchio@mail.doc.gov

Matchmaking Forum:  Networking with Large Businesses, 
Federal Agency Procurement Representatives and One-on-
One Meetings.  Contact:  Frances Pirchio, Export Assistance 
Specialist, Department of Commerce at 410-962-4539 or 
email:  Frances.Pirchio@mail.doc.gov 
 
Featured Services 
 
GLOBAL TRADE & TECHNOLOGY NETWORK 
The Global Trade & Technology Network (GTN), a free 
service of USAID, assists small-and-medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) to build trade linkages, identify investment 
opportunities and access technologies. Through GTN's e- 
commerce platform, firms are able to establish international 
trade linkages through direct sales, joint ventures or purchases, 
agent/distributorships, licensing and franchise agreements. 
GTN services are available to firms in all industry sectors in 
the United States and developing countries in Africa, Asia, the 
Near East, Eastern Europe, Eurasia, and Latin America. Firms 
may be registered at no cost at www.usgtn.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
BUYUSA.COM MATCHING & TRADE LEAD 
SERVICE 
BuyUSA brings buyers and sellers together in a user-friendly 
matchmaking environment backed by the U.S. Department of 
Commerce. We'll connect you to thousands of qualified 
buyers, distributors and agents. Trade leads are matched with 
BuyUSA registered firms around the world. Subscribe today 
to begin receiving international business opportunities 
immediately! 
 
A new version of BuyUSA.com was released in May 2003, 
and since then close to 18,000 messages have been exchanged 
between buyers and sellers with nearly 800 approved trade 
leads.  Sixty export success stories have been reported by 
firms registered on BuyUSA.com.  An annual subscription is 
only $50, so now is the time to subscribe at 
http://www.BuyUSA.com. 
 
 
 
Check out the Baltimore Export Assistance 
Center’s Website - For the latest market 
research and events –  
 www.buyusa.gov/baltimore 
 
 

 
 
 

For additional information, please contact your local International Trade Specialist at the U.S. Export Assistance 
Center in Baltimore at 410-962-4539 or visit our website at www.buyusa.gov/baltimore

Anne Grey
Acting Director
Environmental Technologies,
Travel & Tourism

Jeanne Townsend
International Trade Specialist
Healthcare Technologies & Services,
Pharmaceuticals, OTC

Mathew Woodlee
International Trade Specialist
Information, Communication & 
Wireless Technology,  Aerospace,
Defense, Safety & Security

Deborah Conrad
Senior International Credit Officer
Small Business Administration
Trade Finance

Frances Pirchio
Export Assistance Specialist
Sporting Goods

Kimberly Robinson
Trade Reference Assistant
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