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BULGARIA BEST PROSPECTS EXECUTIVE SUMMARY SERIES

2007 brought Bulgaria into the European Union and into the U.S.-EU trading relationship.  Today, the largest foreign investor in Bulgaria is a U.S. company, the largest portfolio investor in Bulgaria is a U.S. firm, and our bilateral trade continues to break records.  The signing of the U.S.-Bulgarian Defense Cooperation Agreement provided further evidence of the deepening of the strategic political and military partnership between our two countries.  This year promises even greater trade and investment achievements with a bilateral investment treaty signed in January, and a bilateral treaty to avoid double taxation on track to be finalized this year. The Bulgarian economy will continue to grow at a 5.5%-6% per year, and corporate tax rates were lowered to 10%.  

Medical Equipment

The Health Sector Reform Project supports the Government of Bulgaria in implementing a fundamental reform of its health sector that is designed to improve access to quality health services (especially for disadvantaged people and those in remote areas) and to ensure financial and operational sustainability.  The health sector reform has several components

· reform and sustainability of the primary and ambulatory care sector by providing practice equipment for primary health care, funding physician office information systems, providing training in general practitioner (GP) practice management, funding an information campaign, financing a health reform investment program to provide low-interest loans to physicians, and funding a labor adjustment strategy. 
· reform of the hospital system, including funding hospital information systems, financing a health reform investment program, and funding a labor adjustment strategy to transition surplus hospital staff.
· assist the National Health Insurance Fund (NHIF) establish the technological infrastructure to operate the insurance system, including the hardware and software systems needed, as well as the training and technical assistance required.
· strengthen the management and institutional capacity of the health ministry, the NHIF, and the health system generally.
The health sector reform strategy is translated into demand of invasive and noninvasive surgery equipment, ultrasound equipment, in-vitro diagnostic equipment, urology equipment, laboratory and testing equipment, diagnostic imaging equipment, tissue and blood bank related equipment, veterinary turn key project equipment, hospital care equipment, information systems, modern patient monitoring systems, hospital management systems.
For more information and market entry strategies contact:

Uliana Kanelli, Commercial Specialist

U.S. Commercial Service, Sofia, Bulgaria

Tel: 359-2-939-5706

Email: uliana.kanelli@mail.doc.gov
http://www.buyusa.gov/bulgaria
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