Edu Niala

Highlights of Education Team TDY in the Midwest

May 16 – 31, 2007

(1) Presentation to Study Wisconsin member-schools – May 17, 2007

Venue: Milwaukee Area Technical College – www.matc.edu 

· Arranged by Koreen Grube of CS Milwaukee, who is very active with the group.

· At least ten (10) member-schools of the Study Wisconsin consortium attended, plus three schools who were hooked via live video / web feed.

· Some Q&A items:

· Recruitment strategies (e.g., best time to visit, tapping the alumni network)

· Possibilities for collaboration with local schools / institutes

· Visa Situation

· How can community colleges and “unknown” schools promote?

· Study Wisconsin is quite new (compared with other study consortia), but members are increasingly becoming aware of the benefits of collaboration; learning from best practices from other consortia (e.g., Study Illinois).  They continue to recruit new members.

· Study Wisconsin was present in last year’s NAFSA Conference in Montreal, and some schools were actually headed for Minneapolis to attend this year’s event. One school, North Central Technical College actually signed up for the Showtime Appointments.

Study Wisconsin website: www.studywisconsin.org
(2) Presentation at “Attracting International Students to Illinois” Forum – May 21, 2007

Venue: De Paul University – Loop Campus, Chicago – www.depaul.edu
· Representatives from at least 25 schools attended the forum.

· Featured presentations by OSEAS/Education USA Advisors from Dominica (West Indies), Bolivia, Russia, Poland, China and Hong Kong + Edu (Commercial Specialist, Philippines)

· Some issues raised during Q&A:

· Accreditation programs and mechanics

· Best time to visit

· Competitive Scenario (e.g., versus Australians, Canadians, etc.)

· General Student Recruitment strategies 

· Debra Rogers (CS Chicago) is very active with the Study Illinois consortium, and consortium officers acknowledge Debra’s contribution to the group. 

· Strong support for the consortium from the Office of the Governor of Illinois (who even wrote a letter to each OSEAS Advisor visiting IL), the International Trade Association of Greater Chicago and the Illinois Trade & Investment Office who among others contributed to help defray costs for the group’s outreach and networking activities.

Study Illinois website: www.studyillinois.org
(3) Campus Visits in the Chicago and nearby areas – May 21 – 25, 2007

· Edu, together with the OSEAS Advisers from Poland, China and Bolivia visited the following campuses:

1. Columbia College – www.colum.edu
2. Elmhurst College – www.elmhurst.edu
3. Dominican University – www.dom.edu
4. Loyola University – www.luc.edu
5. School of the Art Institute of Chicago – www.saic.edu
6. Lewis University – www.lewis.edu
7. Moraine Valley Community College – www.morainevalley.edu
8. University of Illinois at Chicago – www.uic.edu
· Edu also visited Robert Morris College separately. – www.robertmorris.edu
· Campus Visits typically included the following:

· meeting with admission officers and other school officials; 

· briefing / presentation with the schools “unique” program offerings;

· tour of school facilities and amenities;

· in some schools, brief chat with international students; and 

· some unique “perks” – museum pass, boat tour, flight simulation

· Most of the schools were kind enough to mail their printed brochures and materials (note: FPO address valuable!)

(4) NAFSA Conference in Minneapolis – May 28 to 31, 2007

· Edu had Showtime appointments with the following schools:

1) Everett Community College (Washington) – www.everettcc.edu
2) Northcentral Technical College / Wisconsin Technical College System (Wisconsin) – www.ntc.edu / www.witechcolleges.org
3) Mount Mercy College (Iowa) – www.mtmercy.edu
4) Phoenix College & Mesa Community College (Arizona) – www.phoenixcollege.edu / www.mc.maricopa.edu 

5) Pittsburg State University (Kansas) – www.pittstate.edu/iss 

6) Oregon State University (Oregon) – www.oregonstate.edu 

7) Northern Arizona University (Oregon) – www.nau.edu 

8) Concordia Language Villages (Minnesota) – www.concordialanguagevillages.org 

9) The State University of New York – Potsdam (New York) – www.potsdam.edu 

Typical counseling session Q&As / notes:

· Recruitment strategies

· Need soft copies of the market research and other references

· Refer to EACs (some have yet to touch base with our ODO counterparts)

· Opportunities for “2+2” or “3+1” programs – possible?

· How to develop partnerships with local institutions

· Best way to promote the school and/or specific programs

· Does CS work with the Education USA advising center?

· Several mini-counseling sessions with U.S. schools at the CS booth at NAFSA

· Regional Education Market Brief (ASEAN) – very useful, according to booth visitors

· Interaction with CS ODO (Silicon Valley, CA; Tucson, AZ; Tacoma, WA; Fargo, ND; White Plains, NY; Milwaukee, WI; Philadelphia, PA; Chicago, IL; Arlington, TX; Boston, MA and ITA-HQ) and CS OIO (New Delhi, Shanghai, Tokyo, Seoul, Sao Paolo, Mexico City, Nairobi, Tel Aviv) colleagues

· Attended receptions hosted by Study Illinois and Study Washington (www.studywashington.org) consortia, the American Association of Intensive English Programs and the Minneapolis District Export Council 

· Meetings with State Department and Department of Education, the NAFSA organizers, and the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC) 

· Kudos to Jim Paul (CS Boston) and the Global Education Team for excellent coordination work!

