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INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS NEWS – MAY 2009
COMMERCE SECRETARY GARY LOCKE VISITS LITTLE ROCK
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On April 17, 2009, newly-appointed Secretary of Commerce, Gary Locke, made an official visit to Little Rock, Arkansas. The Secretary presented $5.25 million in Economic Development Administration (EDA) grants
to create jobs and strengthen the Arkansas economy in the wake of the severe storms, flooding and tornados that occurred in 2008. Secretary Locke also answered questions on exports and other economic concerns, in a town-hall style forum. Both a briefing breakfast and the event to announce the EDA awards went exceedingly well with 60-80 participants at each event and a great deal of media coverage at the awards ceremony.
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FUNDS TO HELP YOUR INDUSTRY COMPETE ABROAD: APPLY BY JUNE 2

Associations and other industry groups that want to launch foreign market development projects should consider applying for a Market Development Cooperator Program (MDCP) award.  Successful applicants can receive up to $400,000 in federal funding. Consult trade.gov/mdcp for details. 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE TRAVEL INITIATIVE

The Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative (WHTI) requires U.S. and Canadian travelers to present a passport or other document that denotes identity and citizenship when entering the U.S. It is a result of the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (IRTPA). The goal of WHTI is to facilitate entry for U.S. citizens and legitimate foreign visitors, while strengthening U.S. border security. Standard documents will enable the Department of Homeland Security to quickly and reliably identify a traveler. WHTI will go into effect June 1, 2009 for land and sea travel into the U.S. WHTI went into effect for air travelers on January 23, 2007. For more information go to http://www.getyouhome.gov/html/eng_map.html

AUTOMATED EXPORT SYSTEM – AES COMPLIANCE FOR 2009

With mandatory AES in effect since October, exporters should already be compliant with the Foreign Trade Regulations (FTR). Even so, many companies are not in compliance with the Foreign Trade Regulations due to common practice errors or a heavy reliance on their freight forwarders. Exporters must understand that AES is now mandatory, and need to be on top of the game and the compliance program to ensure they are not in violation with the Foreign Trade Regulations. To find out what you need to know about AES Compliance, go to http://www.buyusa.gov/arkansas/aescomply409.doc
ASIA'S CAPITAL MARKETS STABILIZING ACCORDING TO NEW ADB STUDY 


A new study commissioned by the Asian Development Bank indicates that emerging Asia's capital markets are beginning to stabilize.  However, the study maintains that because of persistent uncertainty about the length and severity of the current economic slowdown, the road to recovery will be long and hard.  Nevertheless, the region's economies are considered relatively resilient with emerging Asian equity markets outperforming mature markets in recent months.  Read the full press release: “Asian Capital Markets Stabilizing, But Recovery Could Be Lengthy - ADB Report” http://www.adb.org/Media/Articles/2009/12859-asian-capital-markets/.  Download the full report: http://asianbondsonline.adb.org/features/asian_capital_markets_monitor/ACMM-complete.pdf.  For more information about the Asian Development Bank and how to access ADB business opportunities, please contact the U.S. Commercial Service/Liaison Office for ADB email: manila.adb.office.box.@mail.doc.gov  

website: www.buyusa.gov/adb
CHINA IS ON A ROLL - LEARN MORE ABOUT ITS ECONOMIC STIMULUS PACKAGE

Watch and listen to a discussion of how China's massive economic stimulus package will impact southwest China with Eric Wolff, the Principal Commercial Officer in Chengdu.  Over the next two years the Chinese government will spend a trillion dollars on their economic stimulus.  Some of this money will go to U.S. suppliers.  To watch these Department of Commerce videos and learn how your company can get some of this new business, 

click here.

MOVE TO “METRICS ONLY” SUSPENDED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

The Commission, Council, and European Parliament are effectively removing a barrier to trade by amending the existing "metrics only" legislation (80/181/EEC) to include the use of supplementary units of measurement, such as pounds and inches.  The “metrics only” legislation was scheduled to become effective as of January 1, 2010.   

The adopted directive amending 80/181/EEC should be published in the Official Journal in April 2009 following formal notification of the Council/Coreper.
 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2008:0785:FIN:EN:PDF
For more information, Contact Louis Santamaria, Standards Attaché at U.S. Commercial Service’s U.S. Mission to the EU, Louis.Santamaria@mail.doc.gov


LONDON, ONTARIO APPROVED AS INTERNATIONAL AIR CARGO TRANSPORTATION HUB

Canada’s Transport Minister, John Baird, announced on December 3, 2008 the approval for the London International Airport to participate in the international air cargo transshipment program. The program allows international air cargo to be moved through the airport for shipment to third countries thus enabling the airport to seek new market opportunities and further develop its cargo activity. This international air cargo transshipment hub project would allow the London International Airport the additional tool it requires to help develop its air cargo business, which will benefit Western Ontario and help stimulate the economy in this time of economic uncertainty.
Under the program, the Canadian Government can authorize any Canadian or foreign air carrier to use London International Airport as a transshipment point for cargo coming from and going to destinations outside Canada. The air cargo could also arrive from overseas and then be shipped by rail or road from London to the United States. This program offers unprecedented flexibility for both carriers and shippers to move goods through London International Airport to third countries by air, road or rail, even if traffic rights are not provided in Canada’s bilateral air transport agreements. For example, cargo could be flown from the United States into London, Ontario, stored temporarily, and then flown to a European or an Asian destination. Similarly, cargo could also arrive from overseas and then be shipped by rail or road to the United States.
The approval of London, Ontario, as an international air cargo transshipment hub will increase the need for products related to airport security, traffic, and expansion of airport will create opportunities for construction companies as well as a wide variety of intermodal transportation equipment as listed below. U.S. companies may wish to stay abreast of this project and to identify areas of import such as: traffic-control equipment, automatic unloading wagons, wagon handling machinery, cargo lifters, containers, chassis and trailers.

OPTIMIZE YOUR GLOBAL WEB PRESENCE
Internet World Stats has reported that the estimated number of Internet users reached 1,596,270,108 on March 31, 2009 (http://internetstatstoday.com/.) This means that having an aggressive global Web presence should be a priority. Only 17 percent of the world’s Internet users live in North America. The rest are overseas, with the greatest concentrations in Asia with 39.5 percent and Europe with 26.3 percent. U.S. firms are competing in a world that is globally wired, and need to look beyond our continent when it comes to Internet marketing. Below are some simple suggestions to help:
1. List your Web site with foreign search engines. The Web site www.searchenginecolossus.com lists dozens of search engines by country, and it notes whether the search engine uses English or the native language. The site searchenginewatch.com/links is another useful resource, listing search engines by country and specialty.
2. Register your site in the countries where you plan to do business. To protect your Web address, register your site with the appropriate country extensions, as well as other extensions like.com, .net, or .org. You can find country extensions and registration contact information at www.iana.org/domains/root/db/ . U.S. Commercial Service overseas offices often have specific information, written in English, regarding Web site registration requirements for their native countries.
Some governments require that companies have a presence in the country before they can register their domain names. In many cases, a company’s local law firm address fulfills that requirement.
3. Localize your Web site or host the site overseas in the local language. The Localization Industry Standards Association Web site (www.lisa.org) provides a free primer on localization and several best practice reports on subjects like “How to Improve International Customer Support Web Sites” and “Managing Global Content.” ♦

COMMERCIAL NEWS USA (CNUSA)

Introducing the USA Product Showcase section of “Commercial News USA”, the official export promotion magazine of the U.S. Department of Commerce.

· Target buyers, distributors, and wholesalers in 176 countries—both in print and online.

· In Print: Reach 400,000 potential customers worldwide for a fraction of a penny per contact.

· Online: Your ad will get exposure to thousands of international buyers on the Commercial News USA website.

For the special low price of $399, you’ll get:

· 35 word write-up

· Inclusion of a color photo or logo

· High visibility in the magazine

· Listing on the Commercial News USA Website

· Inclusion in both the print and online Reader Service Response Form
Featured categories in the July-August 2009 issue are: consumer products, electronics and environmental products. The deadline for the issue is May 8 for space, May 15 for materials. Reserve your space today at www.thinkglobal.us/399
We Hope You've Enjoyed This Edition of our Newsletter

Contact us at: little.rock.office.box@mail.doc.gov  http://www.buyusa.gov/arkansas
Phone: 501-324-5794, Fax 7380

For a list of our upcoming Webinars and other programs, click here.
(Any mention of non-government sources does not constitute endorsement.)
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