
Chicago Tech Week details: 

Tentative Agenda, subject to change at any minute, some meetings may be added & deleted up until 26 May. 

Meetings in: (those in bold have been confirmed) 

 green are with investor groups 

 blue links are with sizeable organizations/companies with potential for partnerships 

 red are Chicago Tech Week events.  
morning afternoon evening 

Mon
day, 
19 
June 

Arrival Computer Discount 
Warehouse 
GrubHub 
ABC Group-technology 
commercialization firm 
and strategic 
stakeholder in early 
stage startups 

Tech Week-Fest Content Reception & Kick-
off Party 

Tues
day, 
20 
June 

GoGo 
Motorola  

Chicago’s largest angel 
investor network 
1871 peer partner 
meetings 

Tech Week-Launch Showcase 

Wed
nesd
ay, 
21 
June 

“X Ventures”-top 5% venture 
capital firm that concentrates on 
Series A investments, focused on 
Software, Content, & 
Marketplaces 

Telephone Data Systems-
TDS 
ITSavvy 

Tech Week-Hardware Showcase & 
Reception 

Thur
sday, 
22 
June 

Tech Week-Women in Tech 
reception, Growth Summit 

Tech Week-Growth 
Summit Hiring Fare, Tech 
Week 100 

“Investors Inc.” an open network of 
individuals looking to assist seed and early 
stage companies in obtaining investment 
capital and in furthering their innovations 

Frida
y, 23 
June 

Tech Week-community events 
World Business Chicago 
Envestnet  

Tech Week-community 
events 

 

*fyi-As Groupon has div ested of it’s interests in Brazil, they declined our invitation to host the group. 

 

Please look @ the websites of the companies to learn more about whom we will be visiting.  I’m not posting the 

websites for the investors because they are concerned about being bombarded with requests before we meet.  Here are 

brief descriptions of the investor groups with which we will be meeting: 

 

“ABC Group”-“ABC Group” is a technology commercialization firm and strategic stakeholder in early stage startups. Our 

partners and staff have diverse domain expertise, management skill sets, industry experience and dedication to new 

venture creation. “ABC Group” works with technology aggregators who develop innovations but need assistance in 

developing successful businesses. 

Companies produce significant numbers of innovations that have the potential to generate meaningful returns. Most 

organizations find it challenging to realize the full value of these innovations due to the need to focus on core 

opportunities and needs and meet short-term objectives. Dedicated internal resources such as patenting and licensing 

(technology transfer) teams are highly adept at protecting and extracting value from innovations with well-defined 

markets and uses. Capturing the potential of disruptive innovations that create entirely new opportunities presents a 

different series of challenges for most institutions. 

“ABC Group” provides significant value by focusing on opportunities outside the organization's vision, bringing unique 

non-core expertise to the situation, and developing market-based, experience tested processes and methods to increase 

the prospects for success. We prefer to accept the role of your partner, sharing the same risks as you and participating in 

the rewards. 

http://techweek.com/chicago/
https://www.cdw.com/
https://www.cdw.com/
https://www.grubhub.com/
https://www.gogoair.com/
https://www.motorolasolutions.com/en_us.html
https://1871.com/
http://www.tdsinc.com/home/default.aspx
http://www.tdsinc.com/home/default.aspx
https://www.itsavvy.com/
http://www.worldbusinesschicago.com/
http://envestnet.com/
http://emprendedoresnews.com/capital/mountain-nazca-adquiere-groupon-brasil.html


Since the turn of the century, “ABC Group” has assisted innovators and entrepreneurs and their firms by capturing the 

value of disruptive technologies through the creation and spin out of new enterprises. We partner with you in all aspects 

of the process, including sharing the risk by accepting equity in the enterprises we create together. 

Our host is the Co-founder and Managing Director of the firm. He has been involved with early stage enterprises on 

multiple levels for over a decade. His first direct involvement with formation and development of new ventures was as 

an angel investor. He has made eleven investments since 1995, with one major liquidity event and two other positive 

returns of capital. He is also a co-founder of an angel group and helped organize an affiliated angel capital fund. He 

completed numerous debt, equity, M&A, and advisory assignments for entrepreneurial and venture backed companies 

during his twelve year career as an investment banker. He was awarded his Bachelor of Science in Finance and 

Organizational Behavior, cum laude, from the Boston University School of Management. He has been a guest speaker at 

the University of Chicago Graduate School of Business, Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University, and 

internationally for the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development. 

 

The largest and most active angel group in the Midwest did 29 deals worth $8.2M in 2016: 

Investments by sector: 

 40+%-DIGITAL MEDIA & TECHNOLOGY 

 Almost 30%- BUSINESS & FINANCIAL SERVICES 

 About 25%-CONSUMER PRODUCTS & SERVICES 

 5%-HEALTHCARE 

Stage of Portfolio 

 25+%-seed 

 Almost 25%-series A 

 Almost 25%-series B, C, D 

 25+%-Exited 

Portfolio companies: 

 raised $300+M capital 

 generated $60+M in sales 

 created 1000+ jobs 

Where invested: 

 80%-Chicago 

 15%-Midwest 

 5%-Silicon Valley 

 

“X Ventures”  

“X Ventures” invests in technology startups across America from their offices in Chicago. They concentrate on Series A 

investments, writing a typical first check for $1M-$3M.  They look for companies in large, growing categories which have 

demonstrated product/market fit. They also back exceptional entrepreneurs in earlier stages who disrupt or create 

markets through unconventional, innovative approaches.  They are focused on software, content, & marketplace 

industry sectors.  The team is made up entirely of entrepreneurs, operators and engineers.  

They built technology and companies before embarking on extensive venture capital careers. This deep experience has 

informed every aspect of their decades as successful venture investors. The wisdom they have gained, combined with 

vast professional networks, give our portfolio companies an edge in dominating their sectors. Their candor, 

transparency, and desire for greatness align us with the founders with whom we partner. Together, they work towards 

one common goal: building high-growth, category-defining companies. These portfolio companies strive to solve 

pressing problems through innovation, hard work and the power of technology. 

In addition to capital, a dedicated team provides support for the “X Ventures” Network, their engaged community of 

portfolio companies.  They provide ongoing resources and tools to help founders navigate the common challenges facing 

early-stage companies. 

Our host is a partner and co-founder of “X Ventures.” Prior to co-founding “X Ventures,” he spent 10 years at the 

business started by his family in 1956. His experience there included running the Canadian distribution center as well as 

P&L responsibility for a $30 Million product line. His final two years there were devoted to starting up the e-commerce 

operation. He wrote the business plan for the company’s first web site and managed the team that executed it to $15 

Million in annual revenue. In 1998, the family sold the business and achieved a $1 Billion exit. 

Our host serves on the boards a number of companies. He was on the board of GrubHub (NYSE: GRUB) for the first four 

years after the company’s initial round of venture funding. He was also an investor and advisor at Golf.com, before it 

was acquired by Time Inc. in 2006.Our host is vice chair of the Better Government Association. He is a member of the 

Economic Club of Chicago and was awarded the 2014 Richard J. Daley Medal by the Illinois Venture Capital Association. 

Our host received a B.S. degree in Business Administration/Marketing in 1987. He also provides the funding for 

Entrepreneurial Scholarships. 



 

“Investors Inc.” Inc - Private Equity Network: 

Their mission is to be a catalyst in the process of innovation. They do this by creating forums in which human, 

intellectual and financial capital are joined for a common purpose. “Investors Inc.” seeks to invest in companies that 

discover and develop the next generation of innovation and thereby influence emerging industry trends. This focus 

creates an opportunity to obtain superior financial and social returns on their investments for both the company and the 

investor. These activities require significant discipline in their sourcing, screening, presenting, due diligence and post-

investment activities. This approach benefits everyone involved. 

 “Investors Inc.”' unique process has four components: 

1. A Program to perform a stepped due diligence analysis to review investment opportunities. 

2. A Strategy to use the multifaceted experience of professionals, academics and scientists in investigating and 

assessing early staged investment opportunities. 

3. A Method to syndicate an opt-in funding approach so as to coordinate the interests of multiple private equity 

("angel") investors. 

4. A Protocol to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of negotiations. This maximizes communications and 

minimizes unnecessary risk and cost to the investor and to portfolio companies. 

“Investors Inc.” operates to facilitate the investor-company matching process.  Each party in the agreement has 

potentially something to gain and/or to lose. 

This is designed for those individuals who are interested in: 

 joining a group of “angel” investors, 

 getting funding for their seed or early stage company, 

 becoming more involved with entrepreneurs or a risk capital organization, and/or 

 learning more about private equity. 

It is important to correctly understand your company and the innovation involved so that we can see if it is appropriate 

to be involved in the funding of your company. Company profiles help us to know if we are likely to be able to be 

involved in funding your innovation. 

“Investors Inc.” is willing to see as many as 5 investment pitches from our Brazilian group. 

 

Travel to Chicago: 

 American Airlines via Miami & New York 

 United Airlines via Houston 

 Delta Airlines via Atlanta  

 

Hotels in Chicago-by working with the U.S. government, we can get the U.S. government rate for hotels in Chicago 

during this time, but as this is high-demand/convention season, the government rate for June is US$222/night.   

 

Alternatively, this travel agency in Chicago speaks Portugues & works with Brazilians, so if you mention Chicago Tech 

Week event, they are prepared to help you as well: 

Travel Agency: Chicago Travel & Tours www.turismoemchicago.com 
Direct Phone: +1 (312) 361-1153 ext 302/ Emergency Phone: +1 (312) 361-1153 ext 7 
Brazil: +55 (11) 3042-5025  
Skype:  ChicagoTravelTours 

 

If you don’t like either of these housing options, AirBnB is a viable option in the right neighborhoods. 

 

http://www.turismoemchicago.com/
https://www.airbnb.com/s/Chicago--IL--United-States/homes?allow_override%5B%5D=&checkin=2017-06-19&checkout=2017-06-23&s_tag=RBOfjalZ

